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WARD  COUNCILLORS. 

Terms  expire  January,  1919. 

William  H.  Garner 373  South  Main  St. 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor 45  James  St. 

Thomas  S.  Healey 13  Foley  St. 

Solomon  B.  Jacobs 48  Park  St. 

William  A.  Spier 14  Grove  St. 

ASSESSORS. 

Walter  J.  Newman,  Chairman 177  Pine  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1918. 

Harry  E.  Carpenter,  Clerk West  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1919. 

Malcolm  Currie 12  Holden  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1920. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Terms  expire  January,  1918. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Chairman 17  First  St. 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin,  Secretary 32  John  St. 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson 13  Maple  St. 

Terms  expire  January,  1919. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford Tyler  St. 

Walter  J.  Newman 177  Pine  St. 

Edwin  F.  Thayer 17  Mechanics  St. 

Terms  expire  January,  1920. 

Walter  A.  Briggs 1 Cliff  St. 

Thomas  G.  Sadler South  Attleboro 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald 250  County  St. 

APPOINTED  OFFICIALS. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Joseph  V.  Curran,  Chairman Highland  Ave.,  Hebronville 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Frank  M.  Payson,  Visitor 139  North  Main  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Clerk 17  First  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1920. 

CITY  PHYSICIAN. 

Wilfred  E.  Rounseville 40  Bank  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Ralph  P.  Kent 115  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT— FIRE  ENGINEERS. 

Hiram  R.  Packard,  Chief 8 Hope  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Fred  A.  Clark,  First  Assistant 22  Hayward  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1920. 

Craig  C.  Pope,  Second  Assistant 244  Park  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Edmond  H.  Gingras,  Chief  and  Lockup  Keeper 15  John  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT. 

Harry  J.  Goodale,  Superintendent 61  County. St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

W.  Earle  Kimball,  City  Engineer 9 Elizabeth  St. 

Deceased  May  2,  1917. 

John  B.  Wright Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Resigned  December  22,  1917. 

Appointed  by  Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 

AUDITOR. 

Edgar  F.  Bosworth 235  Park  St. 

Appointed  by  the  Council. 

Resigned  September  1,  1917. 

Edward  A.  Sweeney Bates  Block 

Appointed  October  30,  1917. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Millard  F.  Ashley 8 Sturdy  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Hugh  Gaffney 31  Dennis  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS. 

John  R.  Curry,  Chairman 4 Foley  St. 

Term  expires  April,  1919. 

Chester  A.  Smith South  Main  St.,  Hebronville 

Term  expires  April,  1918. 

Michael  Galligan 70  Dunham  St. 

Term  expires  April,  1920. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  ex-officio 


163  South  Main  St. 
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CITY  SOLICITOR. 

John  J.  Coady 10  John  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

Charles  A.  Mooers,  Chairman 72  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1920. 

John  E.  Anderson Thacher  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 


Solon  D.  Bushee. 


Term  expires  February,  1919. 


255  County  St. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Terms  expire  February,  1919. 

Joseph  L.  Sweet,  Chairman 42  Peck  St. 

Leonard  I.  Lamb 197  South  Main  St. 

Thomas  E.  McCaffrey 99  Union  St. 


Terms  expire  February,  1918. 


Mrs.  Irene  T.  Hill 

John  J.  Thacher 

Resigned  October  16,  1917. 

Raymond  M.  Horton 

Appointed  November  20,  1917. 
Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Wilmarth.. 


192  South  Main  St. 
South  Main  St 

. . .116  Pleasant  St. 

.73  North  Main  St. 


Terms  expire  February,  1920. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  S.  Carpenter 60  Peck  St. 

Charles  S.  Holden,  Secretary 378  North  Main  St. 

Mark  E.  Rowe 178  South  Main  St. 


CITY  FORESTER. 

W.  E.  S.  Smith 51  Thacher  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

FOREST  WARDEN. 

Hiram  R.  Packard 8 Hope  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF  AND  BURIAL  AGENT. 

Fred  L.  Morse 24  Dean  St. 

Resigned  June  14,  1917. 

Walter  J.  Newman 177  Pine  St. 

Appointed  July  3,  1917. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 
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PLANNING  BOARD. 

Terms  expire  February,  1919. 

Joseph  Finberg,  Chairman 24  John  St. 

Milford  E.  Bliss 12  Dean  St. 

Terms  expire  February,.  1918. 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Mullaly .1  Ellis  St. 

George  A.  Sweeney,  Secretary 52  Holman  St. 

Terms  expire  February,  1920. 

Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Hammond 17  Second  St. 

Raymond  M.  Horton 116  Pleasant  St. 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS. 

Hugh  A.  Gaw 52  Union  St. 

Term  expires  April,  1918. 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES. 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell 30  Second  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

FENCE  VIEWERS  AND  FIELD  DRIVERS. 

Terms  expire  February,  1918. 

Eustace  V.  Carpenter .278  Oak  Hill  Ave. 

Henry  A.  Lord Locust  St. 

CARETAKER  OF  GRAVES. 

CIVIL  AND  SPANISH  WAR  VETERANS. 

George  R.  Adams 87  Dean  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

CITY  STENOGRAPHER. 

Mrs.  Lulu  A.  Gingras 15  John  St. 

Resigned  March  23,  1917. 

Alice  G.  Enbom 130  Pleasant  St. 

Appointed  April  26,  1917. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

CITY  MESSENGER. 

Fred  L.  Morse 24  Dean  St. 

Appointed  by  the  Council. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

Nelson  Hagar,  City  Farm  and  Pound County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

CITY  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE 
ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL. 

Appointed  by  the  Council. 

Terms  expire  February,  1918. 

Harold  E.  Sweet 80  North  Main  St. 

Charles  O.  Sweet 119  Bank  St. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  ex-officio 163  South  Main  St. 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CAPRON  AND  DEBORAH  STARKEY  FUNDS. 

All  Ex-Officio. 

Appointed  by  the  Council. 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treasurer. 

. Benjamin  P.  King,  Chairman  of  School  Committee. 

SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS. 


Appointed  by  the  Council. 

Ernest  D.  Gilmore South  Main  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1920. 

Frank  W.  Weaver Bates  Block 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

W.  Granville  Meader,  Clerk 146  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 


SEWER  LOAN  COMMISSION. 

Appointed  by  the  Council. 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treasurer,  ex-officio. 

Ernest  D.  Gilmore 

Term  expires  February,  1920. 

Frank  W.  Weaver 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

W.  Granville  Meader 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 
COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE  AND  ACCOUNTS. 

Charles  O.  Sweet  Solomon  B.  Jacobs  William  H.  Garner 

COMMITTEE  ON  STREETS,  BRIDGES  AND  LIGHTING. 

William  H.  Saart  Joseph  E.  Gaynor  William  A.  Spier 

COMMITTEE  ON  WATER  SUPPLY,  SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

Harry  P.  Kent  Thomas  S.  Healey  William  H.  Garner 

COMMITTEE  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  AND  POLICE. 

Oscar  Wolfenden  William  A.  Spier  Joseph  E.  Gaynor 

COMMITTEE  ON  ORDINANCES,  LICENSES,  ELECTIONS,  LEGIS- 
LATIVE MATTERS,  HEALTH  AND  POOR  DEPARTMENTS, 
STATE  AID  AND  SOLDIERS’  RELIEF. 

Howard'G.  Smith 


Solomon  B.  Jacobs. 


Thomas  S.  Healey 


ADDRESS  OF 


HON.  HAROLD  E.  SWEET 

MAYOR  OF  ATTLEBORO 
AT  THE 

INAUGURATION 

OF 

The  1918  City  Government 


HIGH  SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM 

ATTLEBORO,  MASSACHUSETTS 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  1.  1918 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Fellow  Citizens: 

At  the  inauguration  of  the  first  city  government  three  years  ago  it 
was  suggested  that  our  course  was  beset  with  difficulties,  but  no  one 
on  that  occasion  could  have  foretold  to  any  adequate  degree  the  magni- 
tude of  the  problems  which  have  confronted  us. 

In  the  light  of  developments  it  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  we  could 
not  foresee  events  well  calculated  to  shake  our  courage  and  purpose. 
True  the  great  world  war  had  begun,  but  its  immensity  was  not  then 
realized.  We  could  not  believe  that  we  had  any  part  to  play  therein 
other  than  that  of  a neutral.  We  scouted  the  thought  that  we  would 
become  involved,  as  we  are  today,  so  that  its  influence  is  seen  in  all 
our  relations  of  life.  We  had  no  idea  that  this  America  of  ours  was  to 
become  literally  the  hope  of  the  world,  and  that  we  here  in  this  small 
corner  of  the  globe  would  have  to  play  our  part,  make  our  sacrifice,  and 
render  our  service  to  humanity. 

Conditions  confront  us  vastly  different  from  those  of  a year  ago 
even,  and  we  cannot  lay  down  a program  of  municipal  procedure  with 
any  degree  of  precision  or  clarity,  for  we  are  at  war, — a war  that 
touches  the  life  of  every  individual  in  this  community,  a war  that  calls 
for  loyalty,  courage,  devotion  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  this  city,  just  as  surely  as  it  is  demanded  of  those 
boys  of  ours  in  service  on  the  Western  front.  And  finally  as  a sort  of 
climax  to  these  distressing  war  conditions,  in  the  closing  days  of  the 
year,  we  have  our  own  particular  cross  to  bear,  as  a result  of  the  de- 
structive fire  on  the  early  morning  of  December  twelfth  that  laid  low 
the  principal  retail  business  section  of  our  city. 

Much  to  be  Thankful  For 

But  after  all,  balancing  bane  against  blessing  and  loss  against 
gain,  there  is  so  much  to  be  thankful  for,  so  much  to  encourage  and 
inspire  that  I would  count  my  task  well  performed,  the  storm  and 
stress  of  the  past  year  amply  compensated  for,  if  I could  send  you 
forth  from  this  hall  tonight  with  a spirit  of  optimism,  not  blind,  un- 
reasoning and  complacent,  but  one  which  while  alive  to  the  menace  of 
the  hour,  values  its  benefits  and  opportunities,  and  finds  basis  for  its 
faith  in  re-counting  the  real  achievements  of  the  past  year. 

Despite  the  drain  on  our  population  by  the  draft  and  diversion  to 
industries  engaged  in  war  work,  we  have  evidences  of  a healthy 
growth  in  the  increase  in  our  number  of  polls,  less  empty  tenements 
than  a year  ago  though  still  too  many  vacant,  more  children  than  ever 
before  in  our  public  schools,  reports  from  our  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants very  generally  of  improved  business  conditions  locally,  more 
than  ten  percent  increase  in  our  city  election  vote  over  a year  ago,  in- 
dicating a wider  interest  in  city  affairs,  and  finally  the  accomplish- 
ment of  our  goal,  and  in  many  instances  more  than  our  assigned 
quota,  which  has  usually  been  in  excess  of  the  assignment  to  other 
cities  of  like  size,  in  the  campaigns  for  Chamber  of  Commerce  mem- 
bership, first  and  second  Liberty  Loans,  Red  Cross  fund  and  mem- 
bership, first  and  second  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  Relief  Fund,  War  Library 
Fund,  War  Community  Camp  Fund,  Knights  of  Columbus  War  Fund, 
and  in  addition  thereto  numerous  contributions  to  local  war  work  funds. 

In  this  connection  more  than  passing  notice  should  be  given  to 
the  service  rendered  by  the  devoted  women  of  the  Special  Aid,  Red 
Cross  and  other  units  in  knitting,  surgical  dressings  and  the  provision 
of  comforts  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors.  Likewise  the  Committee  on 
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Public  Safety  has  performed  its  duties  loyally  and  efficiently.  One  of 
its  most  important  functions  through  the  sub-committee  already  ap- 
pointed is  the  preparation  and  preservation  of  a complete  record  of 
the  Attleboro  boys  in  service,  and  I bespeak  for  this  committee  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  relatives  and  friends  to  the  end  that  this 
list  may  be  complete  and  accurate.  The  Committee  on  Public  Safety 
should  also  maintain  its  organization  in  such  a way  as  to  enable  it  to 
direct  the  important  and  delicate  task  of  re-adjustment  of  conditions 
that  will  have  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  war  when  our  boys  return 
home. 

We  should  also  count  among  our  tangible  assets  the  unique  and 
successful  experiment  in  community  get-togetherness  represented  by 
the  gathering  of  this  fellowship  this  evening,  a movement  that  has 
occasioned  wonder  at  its  accomplishment  and  favorable  comment  far 
beyond  our  borders. 

Our  fire,  unfortunate  as  it  is,  coming  at  this  time  particularly, 
means  however  that  we  shall  build  anew  and  better,  that  we  shall  have 
a retail  center  more  modern  and  up  to  date,  and  above  all  affords  fhe 
opportunity  for  establishing  new  street  lines  that  will  relieve  conges- 
tion in  the  centre  and  building  regulations  insuring  fire  proof  con- 
struction. 

So  it  would  appear  that  we  have  much  to  rejoice  over  in  spite  of 
the  untoward  happenings  that  have  filled  the  minds  of  many  good 
citizens  with  a spirit  of  pessimism  and  discouragement.  Rather  let 
us  still  incline  to  the  cheerful  philosophy  of  that  revered  Massachu- 
setts statesman,  the  late  Senator  Hoar,  and  assert  that  the  Attleboro 
of  today  is  better  than  the  Attleboro  of  yesterday,  that  the  Attleboro 
of  tomorrow  will  be  better  than  the  Attleboro  of  today. 


Finances 

As  a matter  of  record  and  for  comparison  with  like  figures  in  for- 
mer addresses  I submit  the  following  data  showing  the  obligations  of 


the  city  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 

Average  valuation  for  the  past  three  years $21,693,586.00 

Our  debt  limit  (Revised  Laws,  Chap.  27,  Section  3) $542,339.65 

Our  present  liabilities  as  of  Dec.  24,  1917 — 


Water  Bonds 

$577,500.00 

Sewer  Bonds 

385,000.00 

High  School  Bonds 

Fire  Station  Bonds 

School  House  Bonds 

$130,000.00 

11,400.00 

30,000.00 

171,400.00 

Total  Bonds  — Water, 
General  

Sewer  and 

$1,133,900.00 

Time  Notes  

Revenue  Loans  

$15,000.00 

100,000.00 

115,000.00 

Total  Debt — Bonds  and 

Notes 

1,248,900.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets — 

Water  $161,141.02 

General  28,772.06 

Sewer  Investment  Fund . . 133,137.82  323,050.90 


Net  Bonded  Debt $925,849.10 

Above  liabilities  that  are  outside  debt  limit — 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


13 


Water  $577,500.00 

Sewer  385,000.00 

Revenue  Loans 100,000.00 


$1,062,500.00  * 

Less  Water  and  Sewer 

Sinking  Funds 294,278.84  768,221.16 


Net  Debt  within  the  limit $157,627.94 


Borrowing  Capacity,  January  1,  1918 $384,711.71 

Borrowing  Capacity,  January  1,  1917 356,778.51 

Borrowing  Capacity,  January  1,  1916 316,877.83 

Borrowing  Capacity,  January  1,  1915 267,701.20 


Net  increase  in  our  borrowing  capacity  since  January  1, 

1915  $117,010.51 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  administration  to  reduce  the  out- 
standing obligations  of  the  city  as  much  as  possible  and  still  maintain 
the  various  departments  at  a proper  degree  of  efficiency  and  service- 
ability, awaiting  more  favorable  conditions  for  instituting  permanent 
improvements  that  are  admittedly  needful,  and  in  normal  times  would 
have  been  undertaken.  It  has  seemed  wise  however  to  mark  time  in 
this  respect  and  limit  our  projects  for  development  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible minimum  consistent  with  civic  needs.  As  a result  we  are  now 
placed  in  a most  favorable  position  financially  for  the  assumption  of 
obligations  that  we  must  incur  in  the  very  near  future  if  the  progress 
and  prosperity  of  our  city  are  to  be  maintained.  You  will  note  from 
the  table  of  figures  just  presented  that  for  the  first  time  since  1910  our 
net  debt  is  below  a million  dollars.  Our  total  payments  during  the 
past  three  years  on  outstanding  obligations  of  the  city,  together  with 
the  increase  in  our  Sinking  Funds,  has  resulted  in  a reduction  in  our 
net  debt  of  $262,128.78  with  a corresponding  reduction  in  our  annual 
interest  charges  of  approximately  $9,000,000  since  1914. 

This  saving  of  interest  charges  which  always  figure  largely  in 
municipal  financing  has  been  a material  factor  in  allowing  us  to  hold 
our  tax  rate  at  its  present  figure,  despite  the  constantly  increasing 
cost  of  conducting  the  city’s  business  through  its  various  departments, 
for  like  everything  else  nowadays,  the  merely  normal  expenses  of  a 
municipality  are  climbing  to  an  alarming  degree. 

The  returns  from  the  State  for  the  first  year  of  the  income  tax 
worked  out  very  favorably  to  this  city,  much  more  so  than  I antici- 
pated when  discussing  this  with  you  a year  ago,  and  largely  as  a re- 
sult 6f  this  increased  income  we  shall  undoubtedly  close  our  third 
year  of  city  government  with  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures, 
although  definite  figures  for  the  year  1917  are  not  available  at  this 
writing. 

The  tremendous  advance  in  the  cost  of  materials  and  labor  of  all 
kinds  is  reflected  in  the  estimates  which  the  department  heads  have 
submitted  for  this  year’s  requirements,  and  you  will  find  a well  nigh 
uniform  demand  for  an  increase  in  salaries  of  department  heads,  with 
most  of  which  I am  in  sympathy  because  I am  in  a position  to  realize 
that  the  compensation  in  many  instances  is  not  adequate  for  the  work 
performed,  is  far  from  keeping  pace  with  the  constantly  rising  cost  of 
living,  and  does  not  compare  favorably  with  what  is  being  paid  for 
like  service  in  other  municipalities.  The  matter  of  fixing  salaries 
rests  with  the  Municipal  Council,  and  while  J shall  take  this  up  with 
you  in  detail  later  on,  it  would  appear  that  I might  with  entire  pro- 
priety make  special  reference  at  this  time  to  the  salary  attached  to 
the  Mayor’s  office. 
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The  Mayor’s  Salary  Considered 

The  charter,  very  wisely  it  seems  to  me,  provides  that  the  salary 
of  the  mayor  shall  not  be  changed  during  his  term  of  office,  and  I am 
therefore  speaking  not  for  myself,  but  for  my  successor,  whoever  he 
may  be.  One  of  the  chief  ambitions  of  my  administration  of  this  of- 
fice has  been  to  earn  a reputation  for  service,  to  have  any  citizen  feel 
that  any  matter,  even  though  it  may  appear  trivial  and  not  directly 
related  to  municipal  business,  if  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  mayor 
will  receive  courteous  and  prompt  consideration,  even  though  the  de- 
sired results  may  not  be  forthcoming  in  every  instance,  for,  as  before 
stated,  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to  please  everybody.  As  a result 
of  this  “open  door”  policy  the  mayor’s  office  has  been  a clearing 
house  for  all  sorts  of  action  and  information,  so  that  with  all  due 
modesty,  but  with  a lively  sense  of  what  is  involved  in  the  way  of  per- 
sonal attention  to  these  details,  I contend  that  a man  cannot  afford, 
at  the  present  compensation,  to  give  the  time  required  for  such  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  salary  of  this  office  should  be  increased  to  a figure 
more  nearly  commensurate  with  the  duties,  and  what  is  paid  in  other 
cities.  Certainly  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Attleboro  should  not  be  made  financially  impossible  to  any 
citizen,  and  comparatively  few  can  really  afford  to  undertake  it  under 
existing  conditions. 


T.  & P.  Railroad 

Every  possible  effort  should  and  will  be  made  so  far  as  municipal 
authorities  are  concerned  for  the  preservation  of  the  Bristol  County 
Street  Railway,  more  popularly  known  as  the  Taunton  & Pawtucket. 

Not  only  those  residing  along  or  near  the  line  of  the  road  are 
concerned,  but  it  is  of  vital  interest  to  our  merchants  and  the  city  at 
large  to  prevent  the  dismantling  of  this  road  with  the  consequent  de- 
preciation of  taxable  property  in  the  territory  it  now  serves. 

A committee  representing  all  parties  at  interest,  formed  as  a re- 
sult of  the  conference  called  in  this  city  last  month,  is  already  at  work 
on  the  problem  and  prepared  to  move  for  legislative  action  if  deemed 
wise  and  necessary. 

The  suggestion  advanced  by  Representative  Worrall  of  public  own- 
ership and  private  operation  merits  thoughtful  consideration  but  re- 
quires careful  scrutiny  as  to  its  details  and  possibilities  before  com- 
mitting this  municipality  thereto. 


Public  Works 

Our  community  was  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  tragic  death 
last  May  of  three  young  men  connected  with  this  department.  Their 
performance  of  the  tasks  assigned  to  them  gave  promise  of  their  in- 
creasing value  to  the  city  and  their  untimely  loss  was  a serious  handi- 
cap to  the  department. 

The  office  of  city  engineer  was  filled  temporarily  by  Capt.  Wright, 
but  he  has  been  called  to  service  and  a vacancy  now  exists  which  it 
will  be  difficult  to  fill  in  view  of  the  technical  requirements  of  this  po- 
sition. Men  of  the  qualifications  we  require  can  command  in  govern- 
ment and  industrial  service  much  more  than  the  city  can  afford  to  pay 
for  this  work. 

The  normal  requirements  for  the  mere  up-keep  of  our  principal 
highways  necessitates  an  appropriation  of  a larger  amount  each  year 
and  in  no  department  perhaps  more  than  this  is  the  scarcity  and  high 
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cost  of  needed  labor  and  materials  more  in  evidence.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  not  possible  to  provide  for  much  durable  street  build- 
ing out  of  the  regular  appropriation,  although  reference  to  the  Su- 
perintendent’s report  will  indicate  that  a considerable  amount  of  con- 
struction as  well  as  repair  work  was  performed. 

The  Union  Street  widening  is  the  most  important  single  project 
undertaken  by  this  department  in  the  past  year  and  the  favorable 
comments  heard  on  all  sides,  even  with  the  work  partially  completed, 
is  an  assurance  of  what  we  may  expect  from  the  proposed  widening 
about  the  burned  area  on  Railroad  Avenue,  Park  and  South  Main 
Streets, — benefiting  not  only  the  general  public  but  in  the  opinion  of 
competent  real  estate  men  eventually  working  out  to  the  advantage  of 
the  land  owners  directly  affected  through  an  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  their  property  and  not  depreciation  as  some  appear  to  fear. 

Lexington  Avenue,  the  acceptance  of  which  has  been  hanging  fire 
for  some  time  should,  in  justice  to  the  amount  of  improved  property 
thereon,  receive  attention  this  year,  as  should  also  Turner  Street  near 
the  Rhode  Island  line,  conforming  to  the  request  of  the  Crown  Manu- 
facturing Company,  which  has  materially  increased  taxable  property 
in  that  section  and  has  agreed  to  share  in  the  expense  of  permanent 
construction  of  street  and  walks. 

Plans  for  a drainage  system  called  for  a year  ago,  have  not  been 
completed  but  certain  immediate  and  pressing  requirements  for  con- 
struction of  this  sort  are  noted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works 
and  warrant  early  consideration. 

Your  attention  is  also  called  to  the  three  bridges  that  are  in  need 
of  serious  attention  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Works, — Mechanics  Street,  County  Street  near  the  State  line  and 
Holden  Street  river  bridge.  I make  specific  reference  to  these  be- 
cause of  the  large  probability  of  our  having  to  make  special  appropria- 
tions for  this  work. 


Water  Supply 

Investigation  as  to  the  water  supply  and  service  at  the  recent  fire 
developed  that  these  were  as  satisfactory  as  our  present  facilities  will 
permit.  It  is  again  brought  forcibly  to  mind  that  we  have  only  one 
main  supply,  so  situated  that  it  could  easily  be  put  out  of  commission 
by  accident  or  design. 

The  greatest  security  would  obviously  be  assured  by  an  auxiliary 
main  from  the  pumping  station  around  through  West  Street,  but  the 
cost  of  this  is  such, — estimated  at  $57,000.00, — that  the  suggestion  that 
we  augment  the  pumping  engine  just  contracted  for,  with  another  of 
like  capacity,  is  worthy  of  your  thoughtful  consideration. 

The  Ten  Mile  River,  in  its  relation  to  the  business  and  residen- 
tial section  of  the  center  of  the  city,  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  provid- 
ing an  auxiliary  water  supply  through  the  medium  of  pumping  en- 
gines, against  the  time  when  our  growth  and  financial  condition  will 
warrant  more  extensive  development  of  our  water  mains. 

The  Water  Department  will  show  a substantial  balance  in  its  ap- 
propriation because  it  was  not  found  advisable  to  resurface  the  filter 
beds  as  recommended  last  year,  although  there  is  still  need  of  further 
investigation  as  to  the  best  means  of  re-inforcing  the  ground  water 
supply. 

Furthermore,  the  demands  for  main  line  extensions  were  limited 
and  certain  contemplated  work  could  not  be  performed  because  of 
scarcity  of  labor  and  material. 
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The  sewer  system  is  approaching  the  limit  of  necessary  and  pos- 
sible connections  made  thereto,  although  there  -are  conditions  exist- 
ing here  in  the  center  already  investigated  by  the  Municipal  Council 
which  require  action  that  has  been  recommended  and  will  have  to  be 
demanded  unless  soon  undertaken  by  the  owners  of  the  property 
concerned. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  even  with  the  increase  in  the  service 
rendered  by  the  sewer  system,  the  maintenance  cost  is  kept  at  a 
nominal  figure;  in  fact,  the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent 
for  the  amount  required  this  year  is  considerably  less  than  that  pro- 
vided in  last  year’s  appropriation. 

Fire  Department 

The  fire  which  occurred  three  weeks  ago  tonight  was  a serious 
blot  on  our  fire  loss  record,  which  has  been  remarkably  low  for  the 
past  few  years,  but  its  occurrence  in  this  group  of  wooden  buildings 
had  been  predicted  since  my  boyhood  days.  That  the  most  modern 
equipment  in  the  way  of  fire  apparatus  cannot  prevent  disastrous  fires 
even  in  buildings  of  brick  and  stone,  was  clearly  illustrated  in  the 
Sears  St.  fire  in  Boston  last  Thursday  morning,  which  in  five  minutes 
spread  throughout  a five  story  building.  It  gave  the  fire  department  of 
the  city  of  Boston  a long  and  stubborn  fight  and  called  into  play  every 
mechanical  device  known  to  fire  fighting. 

It  is  inevitable  that  a fire  like  ours  of  December  12th  would  re- 
sult in  widespread  criticism  as  to  its  handling.  Side  line  comment  is 
always  plentiful  on  such  an  occasion.  The  man  on  the  bleachers  is 
ever  ready  to  tell  a Cobb  or  a Collins  how  a play  should  be  executed, 
but  some  of  our  citizens  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect  and 
consideration,  were  obviously  so  disturbed  in  expressions  which  they 
made  to  me,  that  a thorough  inquiry  has  been  made  into  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  fire  with  the  result  that  I am  prepared  to  state 
my  belief  that  our  Fire  Department  in  the  direction  and  execution  of 
its  work  at  this  particular  fire  merits  a continuance  of  our  confidence 
and  approbation.  The  suggestion  has  been  advanced  more  insistently 
than  ever  before  that  we  ought  to  have  the  Chief  of  the  department 
permanently  at  headquarters,  and  this  is  a question  that  cannot  be 
lightly  dismissed,  although  in  recently  providing  the  long  needed  en- 
gineer’s car,  we  have  assured  more  prompt  service  to  the  chief  in  re- 
sponse to  alarms. 

The  pumping  engine  so  long  recommended  by  the  engineers,  and 
a matter  of  discussion  but  not  of  action  on  our  part,  has  now  been 
contracted  for,  and  we  have  to  pay  the  penalty  of  a considerably  in- 
creased cost  over  what  a like  apparatus  could  have  been  purchased  for 
two  or  three  years  ago.  With  the  prospects  of  the  addition  of  higher 
buildings  in  the  center  an  important  addition  required  for  our  fire  ap- 
paratus in  the  near  future  is  an  aerial  ladder  truck.  With  this  we 
shall  be  confronted  with  the  problem  of  more  housing  facilities  than 
we  now  have  for  this  department. 

This  department,  like  that  of  the  police,  is  decidedly  handicapped 
in  its  inability  under  existing  conditions  to  obtain  the  needed  men. 
The  draft  very  largely  reduces  the  number  within  the  age  limit  pre- 
scribed by  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  but  there  are  a number  of 
men  between  the  ages  of  thirty-five  and  forty,  competent  in  every  way 
for  fire  service,  who  should  be  made  available  for  the  present  emer- 
gency even  if  an  appeal  to  the  Governor  or  Legislature  is  necessary  to 
secure  a suspension  of  Civil  Service  rules,  so  essential  in  the  grave 
situation  that  confronts  police  and  fire  departments  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 
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Police  Department 

The  chief  executives  of  other  cities  have  marveled  when  they 
learn  that  a city  the  size  of  Attleboro  has  only  one  patrolman  on  duty 
on  the  street  during  the  day,  and  while  this  does  answer  very  satis- 
factorily for  the  center,  I am  entirely  in  accord  with  the  chiefs  recom- 
mendation that  provision  should  be  made  for  regular  daily  patrol  ser- 
vice in  the  southern  section  of  the  city  near  the  state  line  where  there 
is  so  much  property  entitled  to  protection  and  prompt  police  service, 
and  where  the  conditions  are  so  conducive  to  police  action..  While  I 
have  not  made  a careful  analysis  I believe  it  will  be  generally  ac- 
cepted as  a fact  that  a very  large  percentage  of  our  police  activities 
occur  in  that  section,  for  reasons  too  well  known  for  me  to  rehearse 
here.  The  placing  of  a patrolman  in  that  section  should  be  supple- 
mented with  direct  telephone  service  to  headquarters,  and  this  ser- 
vice, in  accordance  with  the  chiefs  suggestion,  ought  to  be  extended 
also  to  the  beats  of  other  officers  on  night  duty,  although  inquiry  of 
the  telephone  people  indicates  that  the  expense  attendant  on  this  lat- 
ter arrangement,  will  make  it  impracticable,  if  not  impossible,  at  the 
present  time. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  dearth  of  police  officers;  in  fact, 
there  are  two  vacancies  on  our  reserve  force  of  five  at  the  present 
time,  no  names  on  the  Civil  Service  list,  and  none  took  the  examina- 
tion advertised  for  here  on  the  10th  of  last  month.  The  restrictions 
and  embarrassments  of  present  Civil  Service  regulations  already  re- 
ferred to  as  affecting  the  fire  department  apply  with  equal  force  to 
this  department.  Emergency  police  appointed  during  the  past  year 
for  special  service,  occasioned  by  our  entering  into  the  war,  have  on 
numerous  occasions  effectively  supplemented  the  police  service  that 
is  being  rendered  with  intelligence  and  fidelity  by  the  regular  force 
which  is  inadequate  under  existing  conditions. 

We  have  already  taken  up  the  question  of  abolishing  the  fire 
police,  so-called,  as  no  warrant  for  their  existence  can  be  found  in 
State  or  municipal  law,  provision  having  been  made  for  them  under 
the  ordinances  of  the  fire  department  because  of  their  existence  here 
when  the  town  became  a city,  the  plan  to  be  proposed  to  place  the  po- 
lice service  at  fires  as  elsewhere  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Police  department,  an  arrangement  with  which  the  Chief  of 
the  Fire  Department  fully  concurs. 


License  Question 

Comment  was  made  somewhat  at  length  in  my  address  to  you  a 
year  ago  regarding  the  liquor  situation.  Because  of  certain  happen- 
ings during  the  year  just  closed,  resulting  from  an  interpretation  of 
the  Webb-Kenyon  Law  relative  to  shipments  of  liquor  into  “dry”  ter- 
ritory handed  down  early  in  the  year,  some  of  our  citizens  protest  at 
what  they  are  pleased  to  call  “putting  the  lid  on”  and  threaten  that 
the  city  will  go  for  license.  The  margin  between  license  and  no  li- 
cense at  the  recent  election,  though  larger  than  at  several  previous 
elections,  compared  with  the  expression  of  recent  years,  was  so  close 
as  to  be  a startling  admonition  to  no  license  advocates  to  organize 
thoroughly  and  efficiently  for  next  year’s  campaign,  but  the  reduced 
margin  does  not  warrant  overlooking  infractions  of  the  law  as  the  po- 
lice authorities  are  practically  asked  to  do  by  those  advocating  the 
transportation  of  liquor  into  this  city  with  what  amounts  to  little  or 
no  restriction. 
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While  we  are  on  this  subject,  in  view  of  existing  world  conditions 
and  the  trend  of  the  times,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  a fair 
challenge  to  the  patriotism  of  some  of  our  clubs  where  liquor  is  used 
by  their  members  with  a more  or  less  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
law  governing  such  action,  to  discontinue  the  practice  for  the  period 
of  the  war.  If  I could,  without  violating  the  confidence  of  distressed 
relatives,  tell  of  specific  instances  within  my  knowledge  of  where  cer- 
tain husbands  and  fathers  have  resorted  to  some  of  these  clubs  to 
their  own  physical  and  financial  detriment,  to  say  nothing  of  the  re- 
sults to  their  families,  I am  confident  that  the  manhood  of  their  mem- 
bership would  wipe  this  thing  out. 

School  Department 

A department  that  involves  the  largest  expenditure  of  municipal 
funds,  requiring  as  it  does  one  fifth  of  our  annual  budget,  deserves 
more  attention  than  it  is  possible  for  us  to  give  it  within  the  limits  of 
this  address.  Special  note,  however,  should  be  made  of  the  strenuous 
efforts  of  this  department  in  the  face  of  the  increase  in  pupils,  already 
referred  to,  advance  in  salaries  of  teachers  which  apparently  must  go 
higher  if  we  are  to  retain  those  we  have,  or  obtain  others  competently 
equipped,  and  the  rise  in  the  prices  of  fuel  and  supplies,  to  keep  down 
expenditures  consistent  with  existing  financial  conditions  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  schools  which  of  course  cannot  be  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  commented  favorably  upon  the  minute 
data  as  to  estimates  and  expenses  that  are  always  presented  by  this 
department,  and  it  should  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  committee  that 
a careful  inspection  of  the  various  items  on  the  part  of  both  Council 
and  Mayor  have  resulted  in  very  little  change  in  estimates,  which  have 
usually  been  accepted  as  prepared  with  an  eye  to  economy  and  ef- 
fectual use. 

The  committee,  confronted  with  an  abnormal  expenditure  for  in- 
surance during  the  coming  year,  makes  a recommendation  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a Sinking  Fund,  with  which  I am  in  hearty  accord;  in- 
deed, it  conforms  to  a suggestion  which  I made  some  two  years  ago 
and  still  adhere  to, — which  appears  to  me  as  only  sound  business 
policy, — Tor  a municipal  corporation  with  nearly  $25,000,000  of  assets 
to  insure  itself,  inquiry  having  developed  the  fact  that  a like  policy 
pursued  in  other  municipalities  results  in  a material  saving  in  the 
course  of  years.  The  trouble  has  been  that  this  policy  has  not  been 
consistently  adhered  to  for  a sufficient  time  as  was  the  case  with  At- 
tleboro when  the  Robinson  School  fire  of  some  years  ago  resulted  in 
the  placing  of  insurance  very  largely  on  our  municipal  property.  The. 
matter  is  of  enough  importance  to  warrant  thorough  consideration  by 
a special  committee  of  the  Municipal  Council,  and  I therefore  recom- 
mend that  early  action  to  this  effect  be  taken  by  your  honorable  body. 

Charity  Department 

It  will  be  noted  upon  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  that  a very  material  increase  in  the  amount  appropriated  for 
this  department  is  asked  for  during  the  coming  year,  and  it  is  only  by 
a most  careful  scrutiny  and  administration  of  the  poor  relief  that  1917 
expenditures  were  kept  down  to  those  of  the  year  preceding.  It  is 
true  that  a reasonably  prosperous  year  resulted  in  no  increase  in  the 
individuals  requiring  aid,  but  the  cost  of  such  aid  as  was  rendered 
mounted  in  nearly  every  particular,  and  now  the  State  steps  in  and 
insists  that  where  it  has  jurisdiction  we  must  increase  very  materially 
the  amount  of  aid  given. 
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The  administration  of  poor  relief  is  one  of  the  most  important  as 
well  as  delicate  tasks  of  a municipal  government,  and  is  becoming 
more  involved  and  complex  as  a result  of  provisions  that  are  being 
and  must  be  made  as  one  of  the  results  of  the  war,  although  very  prop- 
erly the  administration  of  aid  to  dependents  of  those  in  service  is  not 
a charity  but  a responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  City,  State  and 
Nation  that  is  being  efficiently  administered  through  other  agencies 
than  the  Charity  Department. 

I cannot  refrain  from  advancing  at  this  time  a recommendation 
that  has  been  in  my  mind  for  some  time;  namely,  that  our  Charter 
should  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  a single  head  of  the  Charity 
Department,  as  was  suggested  I believe  when  the  Charter  was  in 
process  of  being  drafted.  This  recommendation  is  made  with  every 
appreciation  of  the  conscientious  and  faithful  service  rendered  by  the 
present  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  each  one  of  whom  I am  con- 
fident will  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  a single  administrative 
head  of  this  department  with  a salary  adequate  for  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  the  office  will  make  for  efficiency  and  economy  in 
the  handling  of  this  work. 

It  appears  appropriate  to  make  mention  of  the  fact  at  this  junc- 
ture that  mindful  of  the  shortage  of  fuel,  which  is  now  so  apparent, 
arrangements  were  made  some  weeks  ago  for  the  purchase  of  a 
quantity  of  coal  for  domestic  use.  A portion  of  the  amount  ordered 
has  already  been  delivered,  is  stored  in  the  water  department  barn, 
and  available  for  delivery  at  cost,  in  lots  as  small  as  100  pounds,  upon 
requisition  by  the  Charity  Department  or  Associated  Charities,  to 
meet  emergency  requirements  that  cannot  be  taken  care  of  through 
the  regular  sources  of  supply. 

Health  Department 

You  will  undoubtedly  share  with  me  the  satisfaction  resulting  from 
your  acceptance’  of  -the  ^peccmm^n'd^Uoh  "fhade  it  year  ago  relative  to 
the  provision  of  proper  l^borptory , fieiijUps* .for  'the  inspection  of  milk 
and  food  products  by  the  health  department.  The  value  of  the  equip- 
ment is  reflected  irr  tlie  very  comprehensive  and- interesting  report 
submitted  by  the  ;mjlk ’inspectors,  ^nd  I -the- report  of  Messrs. 

Fine  and  Leiboff  td  y6uf  careful  attefitldh.’  Mr. 'Fine’s  ability  attracted 
attention  elsewhere  so  that  we  were  unable  to  retain  his  services  after 
the  middle  of  September.  We  appear,  however,  to  be  fortunate  in 
having  been  able  to  secure  Mr.  Leiboff  as  his  successor,  and  this  im- 
portant work  promises  to  proceed  efficiently  under  his  direction. 

Before  Mr.  Fine  left  I requested  him  to  look  into  the  matter  of 
garbage  disposal,  which  he  did  with  his  usual  thoroughness,  resulting 
in  an  extremely  interesting  report,  in  which  he  recommended  that 
the  city  take  over  the  collection  of  garbage  and  provide  for  its  dispo- 
sition on  a municipally  maintained  hog  farm,  submitting  detailed  fig- 
ures to  substantiate  his  claim  that  the  city  could  make  this  a profit- 
able experiment.  I shall  reserve  comment  thereon  until  an  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself  to  take  this  up  with  you  more  thoroughly  later 
in  the  year. 

Public  acknowledgment  should  be  made  at  this  time  of  the  com- 
petent services  rendered  by  the  City  Dentist,  Dr.  E.  M.  Webb,  who  re- 
sponded to  the  call  to  service  and  is  now  a lieutenant  in  the  National 
Army.  His  work  is  being  ably  continued  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Reynolds. 

I desire  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
health  officer  that  ice  cutting  be  abolished  upon  the  city  water  supply 
both  for  safety  and  consistency’s  sake,  as  there  appears  to  be  a 
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greater  liability  of  contamination  of  the  supply  from  ice  cutting  than 
from  the  fishing  privilege  which  we  have  denied,  but  which  did  not 
bring  in  the  financial  return  that  results  from  the  ice  cutting.  Our 
adherence  to  the  latter  lays  us  open  to  the  charge  of  a more  commer- 
cial than  sanitary  point  of  view. 

The  work  of  the  health  department  is  undoubtedly  more  extensive 
and  comes  into  contact  with  more  of  the  relations  of  life  than  most  of 
our  citizens  realize,  and  we  are  under  deep  obligations  to  the  efficient 
head  of  this  department  and  his  well  qualified  assistants  in  the  various 
sub-divisions  of  the  work,  as  well  as  for  the  effective  co-operation  of 
the  school  physicians  and  nurse,  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  and  District 
Nursing  Society,  and  Associated  Charities. 


Public  Library 

The  functions  of  the  Library  have  been  increased  by  the  addition 
during  the  past  year  of  a Children’s  Room,  which  in  its  use  and  bene- 
fits has  far  exceeded  the  anticipations  of  the  trustees. 

Timely  literature,  appropriate  for  a country  at  war,  relating  to 
military  science,  food  conservation,  gardening,  first  aid  and  bandaging, 
has  been  a prominent  feature  of  the  library’s  service  the  past  year 
and  in  great  demand. 

Another  pleasing  feature  is  the  increase  in  the  use  of  the  Library 
for  community  purposes,  all  of  which  adds  to  the  expense  of  its  opera- 
tion— particularly  the  heating — but  any  added  appropriation  needed 
for  this  purpose  is  well  worth  while. 

Indeed,  it  should  be  our  aim  to  make  the  Library,  with  its  equip- 
ment and  influences,  a center  for  community  activities, — a policy  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  all  public  buildings,  that  is  being  recognized  and 
approved  by  municipal  authorities  to  a far  greater  extent  than  for- 
merly prevailed, — taking  care,  of  course,  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  privi- 
lege and  to  forestall  the  introduction  of  any  commercial  factor.  In 
these  times,  demanding  so  mjlch  room  for  ’war  work  and  war  pur- 
poses, and  especially  bedause  of  'the^eed  of  Conservation  of  fuel,  pub- 
lic buildings  in  daily  operation  should  be  available  for  the  uses  of  the 
public  on  every  -Dosssible*  occasion.  J ; • ' ■ 

The  accommodations  thus/ afforded  in  City  Hdll  are  ‘always  at  the 
disposal  of  the  public  and  are  used’ frequently.' 


Attleborough  Hospital 

My  comments  on  this  institution  heretofore  have  been  the  result 
of  observation  and  report,  but  I am  now  in  a position  to  offer  direct 
testimony.  One  does  not  usually  welcome  a hospital  experience,  but 
in  my  own  case  it  afforded  an  opportunity  for  a period  of  real  rest,  and 
the  assurance  that  we  have  in  our  midst  well  managed  and  well 
equipped  hospital  facilities. 

The  X-ray  apparatus  has  by  gift  during  the  past  year  been  brought 
up  to  date  in  every  particular,  and  a well  built  tennis  court  has  been 
laid  out  and  donated  to  the  hospital  to  provide  needed  recreation  for 
the  nurses  and  staff. 

While  we  are  busy  with  the  needs  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  ser- 
vice we  must  not  forget  those  at  home,  realizing  that  a hospital  ad- 
mitting nearly  500  patients  in  the  course  of  a year  and  constantly  grow- 
ing, must  have  assistance  from  all  available  sources.  This  can  be  ren- 
dered by  joining  the  Hospital  Corporation,  or  becoming  a member  of 
the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association,  indispensable  and  un- 
tiring in  its  efforts,  and  in  a larger  way  by  the  annual  or  permanent 
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endowment  of  a free  bed.  The  number  of  the  latter  is  far  from  ade- 
quate, while  the  free  patients  increase,  and  I repeat  my  suggestion  of 
a year  ago  that  this  city  like  others  in  the  Commonwealth,  should 
make  some  annual  contribution  to  the  expenses  of  maintaining  this 
hospital  in  addition  to  the  insurance  and  watqi^  rates  now  paid. 

Recreation 

You  will  note  on  reading  the  report  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
that  more  than  usual  emphasis  is  laid  upon  the  need  of  an  increased 
annual  appropriation  for  Capron  Park  to  permit  of  some  desirable  per- 
manent improvements  to  this  beautiful  recreation  center. 

While  the  Municipal  Council  from  its  recent  inspection  of  the 
Park  heartily  approves  thereof,  yet  I am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the 
commissioners,  and  particularly  the  efficient  and  devoted  superintend- 
ent, Mr.  Bushee,  are  likely  to  be  penalized  for  having  done  so  much 
and  so  well  with  the  amount  that  they  have  had  to  work  with  annually, 
so  that  in  these  times  particularly,  appropriations  for  anything  more 
than  the  maintenance  of  the  park  in  satisfactory  condition  will  not  be 
thought  justifiable  or  necessary.  Such  a policy,  however,  does  not  in- 
dicate any  lack  of  appreciation  of  what  has  been  accomplished,  or  of 
how  much  we  are  indebted  to  the  commissioners  for  an  interest  in 
the  Park  which  is  more  personal  than  official. 

The  East  Side  Playground  at  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Carpenter 
Sts.  was  discontinued  last  summer,  principally  because  of  the  com- 
plaints by  neighboring  residents  about  the  noise.  As  was  predicted, 
protest  immediately  arose  at  the  abandonment  of  playground  activities 
in  that  section  of  the  city,  and  consequently  temporary  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  use  of  Bungay  field,  so-called,  just  off  Starkey  Ave- 
nue, with  fairly  satisfactory  results,  considering  the  location  and  equip- 
ment. 

Permit  me  to  renew  with  all  the  emphasis  possible  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  city  take  steps  during  the  coming  year,  through  a special 
committee  of  the  Council  to  be  appointed  for  this  purpose,  to  provide 
for  a permanent  site  for  a playground  on  the  East  Side  of  the  city 
nearer  the  center  than  the  Finberg  playground  at  the  corner  of  Park 
and  Bishop  Sts.,  which  has,  however,  been  made  use  of  by  children 
from  a wide  radius,  even  with  the  meager  equipment  provided  as  a 
tardy  acknowledgment  of  the  characteristic  generosity  and  public 
spirit  of  the  donor. 

Development  of  Hayward  Field  located  on  North  Avenue,  just 
above  the  street  railway  car  barn  and  now  belonging  to  the  city,  has 
been  delayed  largely  for  financial  and  industrial  reasons,  but  I am 
hopeful  that  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  its  preparation  and  equip- 
ment for  athletic  purposes  before  the  close  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration. 

Gardening  combines  healthy  recreation  with  the  possibility  of 
profitable  returns  despite  the  discouraging  results  of  some  of  our 
farmers,  both  practical  and  inexperienced,  during  the  past  summer. 
Through  the  efforts  of  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Committee  on  Food 
Conservation  a widespread  interest  was  maintained  in  the  gardening 
movement  throughout  the  past  year,  so  there  is  encouragement  for 
the  belief  that  more  will  be  stimulated  to  like  efforts  next  season. 
Everything  points  to  a greater  need  of  garden  products  than  ever 
during  1918,  and  I am  sure  your  honorable  body  will  be  disposed  to 
render  financial  assistance  in  every  way  possible.  The  showing  made 
by  the  public  market  on  a net  expenditure  of  less  than  $100,  is  war- 
rant for  a larger  effort  and  accomplishment  along  this  line. 
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The  Dodgeville  Social  Centre  with  the  substantial  and  sympathetic 
encouragement  of  the  mill  management,  has  continued  to  demonstrate 
its  value  as  a factor  in  the  economic  and  social  life  of  that  section  of 
our  city. 

There  are  many  departmental  recommendations,  much  disinter- 
ested and  faithful  service  rendered  by  departments  minor  in  size  but 
none  the  less  devoted  to  their  duty,  to  which  I have  not  specifically  re- 
ferred; in  fact,  could  not,  with  justice  to  all  concerned,  in  the  time  to 
which  this  address  is  limited,  but  the  various  department  reports  form 
a collection  of  interesting  and  instructive  information  which  I com- 
mend to  your  reading;  indeed,  it  is  the  duty,  according  to  my  concep- 
tion, of  every  municipal  official  as  well  as  every  citizen  who  is  actu- 
ated by  an  intelligent  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  to  read  the  official 
reports  as  they  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  press  which  has  oblig- 
ingly devoted  a considerable  amount  of  space  thereto,  and  in  the 
bound  form  later  on  in  the  year.  Particular  attention  should  be  called 
to  the  need  of  adequate  and  accurate  assessors’  records,  such  as  would 
be  secured  by  the  survey  recommended  to  you  two  years  ago,  the  lack 
of  which  has  never  been  more  evident  than  in  attempting  to  get  exact 
figures  as  to  the  burned  area. 


Industrial  Conditions 

The  industrial  situation  has  been  and  is  one  that  arouses  grave 
concern  and  calls  for  careful  and  intelligent  treatment,  although  our 
conditions  here  are  little  more  than  a reflex  of  the  unsettled  state  of 
labor  throughout  the  country.  The  supply  of  labor  in  our  major  in- 
dustry has  been  far  from  adequate,  and  there  has  been  marked  un- 
rest among  the  operatives  due  to  a variety  of  causes,  chief  among 
which  is  the  abnormally  high  rate  of  wages  paid  as  a result  of  the 
temporary  necessities  of  other  industries  combined  with  the  constantly 
climbing  cost  of  mere  subsistence. 

So  far  as  the  possibilities  of  an  open  breach  between  employer  and 
employee  are  concerned,  I have  always  had  confidence  that  the  manu- 
facturers would  be  governed  by  a wise  and  liberal  understanding  and 
interpretation  of  changed  conditions, — that  the  operatives  would  be 
guided  by  sensible  counsel  and  a desire  to  avoid  the  destruction  of  the 
wage  earning  opportunities  in  the  jewelry  industry,  so  that  we  may  be 
permitted  to  work  out  our  problem  with  satisfaction  and  fairness  to 
all  concerned,  unassisted  by  any  “ism”  except  pure,  unadulterated 
Americanism  which  recognizes  the  just  reward  of  labor  and  capital  in 
any  enterprise. 

It  is  not  possible  at  this  time  or  on  this  occasion  to  give  voice  to 
practical  suggestions  of  procedure  but  this  is  a matter  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  our  entire  community  and  one  that  has  been  constantly  in 
my  mind  for  months  past  with  the  assured  intent  that  constructive  and 
not  destructive  policies  shall  prevail  in  this  city. 

Another  matter  of  deepest  importance  to  the  jewelry  industry  is 
the  question  of  its  standing  as  a so-called  non-essential  industry  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  war,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  we  should  ap- 
proach this  subject  not  with  the  query  “What  are  they  going  to  do  to 
us?,”  but  “How  can  we  help,  what  can  we  offer  to  the  government  in 
the  way  of  men,  money  and  machinery  to  aid  in  winning  the  war?” 

A committee  representing  the  industry  in  Providence  and  the  At- 
tleboros  has  already  been  in  Washington  to  ascertain  how  our  plans 
may  be  placed  at  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  a movement  is  on 
foot  for  the  possible  segregation  of  parts  of  our  equipment  that  may 
be  available  for  work  incident  to  the  war. 
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Happily,  we  are  assured  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  subject  any 
industry  to  hardship  or  unreasonable  re-adjustments  and  there  is 
ground  for  the  belief  that  the  larger  part  of  the  jewelry  industry 
found  inadequate  for  adaptation  to  war  work,  will,  as  in  England, 
pursue  its  normal  course  with  the  assurance  of  a fairly  steady  demand 
for  medium  and  low  price  articles  such  as  are  manufactured  here. 

The  past  year  has  not  been  productive  of  new  industries,  although 
the  prospects  have  been  as  numerous  as  ever,  some  with  evidences  of 
stability  and  worth  being  deterred  from  coming  here  owing  to  the  la- 
bor scarcity  and  unrest.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that  the  modest 
concern  established  here  a year  ago  through  the  efforts  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  was  only  last  week  advertising  for  help  with  the 
assurance  of  steady  work  the  year  round. 

I am  confident  of  further  additions  to  our  industrial  life  through 
the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  its  efficient 
secretary  whose  energy  and  activity  since  his  coming  among  us  have 
awakened  our  people,  particularly  our  merchants,  to  the  value  of  a 
live  and  progressive  trade  organization. 

Indeed,  an  increasing  number  of  our  citizens  are  noting  with  sat- 
isfaction and  approval  the  helpful  part  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
is  playing  in  a number  of  civic  activities  and  in  a manner  calculated 
to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

Although  we  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  a new  year  with  all  its 
problems  and  possibilities,  all  its  opportunities  and  obligations  ahead 
of  us,  yet  this  occasion,  in  a sense,  provides  for  the  valedictory  of  this 
administration,  as  it  marks  the  fourth  and  final  address  of  this  char- 
acter which  it  will  be  my  privilege  to  deliver. 

It  affords  an  opportune  time,  gladly  taken  advantage  of,  to  renew 
my  expressions  of  appreciation  to  the  members  of  your  honorable 
body  for  the  unfailing  and  stimulating  support  that  has  been  accorded 
me  in  administering  the  affairs  of  the  city,  and  it  is  with  very  deep 
satisfaction  that  I am  assured  of  the  continuance  with  me  to  the  end 
of  my  term  of  the  majority  of  those  who  set  out  with  me  three  years 
ago.  For  four  years  the  net  change  in  your  personnel  has  been  only 
three,  and  two  of  the  retirements  have  been  voluntary. 

I desire  to  re-iterate  to  our  citizens,  assembled  here,  my  gratifica- 
tion at  our  being  able  to  retain  the  services  of  these  men  who  have 
had  experience  and  proven  their  worth  in  the  Municipal  Council, 
faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  their  office  with  prudent  economy, 
without  pay  and  without  any  evidence  of  self-interest.  Your  endorse- 
ment of  them  is  well  deserved  and  the  continued  evidence  of  your 
confidence  in  the  present  administration  is  valued  highly.  Messrs. 
Saart  and  Smith  as  chairmen  of  important  committees  have  set  a high 
standard  of  accomplishment  in  their  respective  duties.  We  welcome 
to  our  ranks  one  with  whom  we  had  pleasant  associations  in  the  first 
year  of  city  government,  and  also  one  who  bears  a name  long  honored 
in  town  affairs. 

We  face  the  new  year  with  all  its  uncertainties,  with  a confidence 
and  courage  born  of  experience,  and  an  abiding  faith  in  our  good  city. 
In  some  of  the  darkest  hours  of  the  year  just  closed,  there  have  been 
moments  big  with  portent  and  inspiration  that  have  made  us  prouder 
than  ever  before  to  call  Attleboro  our  home. 

We  shall  go  on  with  our  work  with  a full  realization  of  the  fact 
that  every  public  and  personal  interest  must  be  subordinated  to  the 
winning  of  the  war  in  which  %our  beloved  country  is  engaged,  and 
whatever  the  future  may  hold,  there  will  be  no  weariness  of  well- 
doing and,  please  God,  no  faltering  in  purpose  or  performance. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917,  together  with  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  which  the  city  is  within  the  debt  limit, 
a classified  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  amount  of  interest  and  debt 
to  be  paid  in  1918. 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1917: 


Revenue  $23,681.78 

Revenue  Receipts 1,023,945.50 


$1,047,627.28 

Revenue  Payments $1,028,617.13 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1917 19,010.15 


Debt  Statement 


$1,047,627.28 


Gross  City  Debt,  January  1,  1917 $1,303,700.00 

Tax  Notes  issued  during  the  year 418,000.00 


$1,721,700.00 

Paid  on  above  debt  during  the  year 472,800.00 


Gross  City  Debt,  January  1,  1918 $1,248,900.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets:  — 


Water  Department $161,141.02 

General  Department 28,772.06 

Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 133,137.82 


323,050.90 


Net  City  Debt,  January  1,  1918.  . . . 
The  total  Debt  is  as  follows:  — 


Water  Bonds: 

4%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1919 

3J%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1921.... 

3k%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1921 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1922 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1923 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1924 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1926 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1927 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1928 


$925,849.10 


$20,000.00 

20,000.00 

10,000.00 

25.000. 00 

35.000. 00 

40.000. 00 

25.000. 00 

10.000. 00 
13,000.00 
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3i%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1929 

3§%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1930 

3i%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1932 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1933 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1934 

3 i%  Bonds  due  Mar.  1,  1935 

3i%  Bonds  due  Nov.  1,  1935 

4%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1918-1934. 
4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1918-1930. 
4%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1918-1919. 
4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1918-1941. 


15.000. 00 

12.000. 00 
30,000.00 

30.000. 00 

20.000. 00 
100,000.00 

50.000. 00 

34.000. 00 

14.000. 00 
1,000.00 

73,500.00 


Sewer  Bonds: 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1918-1940. $151, 000.00 
4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1918-1942.  158,000.00 
4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1918-1941.  76,000.00 


$577,500.00 


3J%  School  House  Bonds  due 

Nov.  1,  1920 

4%  Fire  Engine  Station  Bonds 

due  May  1,  1918-1920 

4%  High  School  Building  Bonds 

due  Aug.  1,  1918-1932 

Time  Notes: 

Bliss  School  House,  4%  due  May 

May  1,  1918-1919 $10,000.00 

Tiffany  School  House,  4%  due 

May  1,  1918 5,000.00 


$385,000.00 

$30,000.00 

11,400.00 

130,000.00 


$15,000.00 

Tax  Notes: 

Notes  dated  Oct.  16,  1917,  and 
due  June  16,  1918,  discounted 
at  5.25% $50,000.00 

Notes  dated  Dec.  20,  1917,  and 
due  June  20,  1918,  discounted 
at  4.85% 50,000.00 


$100,000.00 

$1,248,900.00 

Less  Sinking  Funds 323,050.90 


$925,849.10 

Amount  of  debt  authorized  by  Special  Laws 
and  not  subject  to  the  debt  limitations. 


Water  Bonds $577,500.00 

Sewer  Bonds 385,000.00 

Anticipation  of  tax  notes 100,000.00 


Less  Water  Sinking  Fund  and 
Sewer  Assessment  Invest- 
ment Fund $294,278.84 


$768,221.16 
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Net  debt,  Jan.  1,  1918,  subject  to 

debt  limitations $157,627.94 

Borrowing  capacity  Jan.  1,  1918  $384,711.71 


Debt  limit,  (2i%  of  the  average 
valuation  for  the  past  three 

years)  $542,339.65 


Classified  statement 

of  debt  and  amount  to  be  paid 

on 

debt  and  interest  during  the  year  1918. 

Principal 

Interest 

Jan.  1,  1918 

Payable 

Payable 

Water  Bonds 

$577,500.00 

$9,000.00 

$21,755.00 

Sewer  Bonds 

385,000.00 

18,000.00 

15,120.00 

School  House  Bonds 

30,000.00 

1.050.00 

5.200.00 

High  School  Building  Loan. 

130,000.00 

9,000.00 

Fire  Engine  Station  Bonds. 
Time  Notes: 

11,400.00 

3,800.00 

380.00 

Bliss  School  House 

10,000.00 

5,000.00 

300.00 

Tiffany  School  House.... 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

100.00 

Tax  Notes 

100,000.00 

100,000.00 

Discounted 

$1,248,900.00 

$149,800.00 

$43,905.00 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Treasurer. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I submit  herewith  a statement  of  the  Deborah  Starkey  Fund: 

Balance  in  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1917 $1,053.38 

Received  interest  from  Jan.  1,  1917  to  Jan.  1,  1918..  52.03 


$1,105.41 

Disbursed  under  provisions  of  the  will 50.96 


$1,054.45 

Balance  in  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1918,  on  deposit  in  Attle- 
borough Savings  Bank: 

Principal  $1,000.00 

Income  54.45 


$1,054.45 


FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Treasurer. 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  and  General  Loan  Sinking  Fund  of 
the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  1917;  together  with  a table  show- 
ing investments  held  by  the  same. 


WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND 
Cash  Account. 

Receipts. 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917 $13,171.99 

Interest  and  Income  Earned $5,974.85 

City  of  Attleboro: 

Serial  Water  Bonds  paid  July  1, 

1917,  from  annual  tax  assess- 
ment   2,000.00 

Discount  on  securities  purchased.  27.50 

Mortgage  notes  paid 1,000.00 

Yearly  appropriation  for  Sinking 

Fund  10,000.00 


$19,002.35 


Disbursements. 


Accrued  Interest  on  Securities  pur- 
chased   

Premiums  on  Securities  purchased 

Bonds  purchased 

Expenses  of  Real  Estate  owned 
under  Foreclosures — 


Insurance  $15.49 

Water  Tax 178.89 

Real  Estate  Tax 379.05 

Labor  and  repairs 465.89 

Painting  599.30 


$125.50 

894.20 

24,800.00 


$32,174.34 


$1,638.62 


Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1918 


$27,458.32 

4,716.02 


$32,174.34 
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Value  of  Sinking  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1918 $161,141.02 
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GENERAL  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 

Cash  Account. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1917 $786.93 

Interest  and  Income  earned $885.13 

Yearly  Appropriation  for  Sinking 

Fund  200.00 


1,085.13 


Disbursements. 


$1,872.06 


Bonds  purchased 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1918 


$1,200.00 

672.06 


1,872.06 
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Value  of  Sinking  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1918 $28,772.06 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


31 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  1917,  together  with  a table  showing  the  investments  held 
by  the  same. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENT  INVESTMENT  FUND. 

Cash  Account. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917 $10,992.58 

Interest  and  income  earned $4,005.29 

Sewer  Assessments 20,596.52 

Notes  of  City  of  Attleboro,  dated  June  18,  1917.  13,000,00 

Mortgage  notes  paid 1,200.00 


38,801.81 


$49,794.39 

Disbursements. 

Securities  purchased  during  the  year $21,000.00 

Accrued  interest  on  securities  purchased  dur- 
ing the  year 62.50 

City  of  Attleboro,  note  dated  June  18,  1917, 

at  4% 13,000.00 

Amount  applied  to  payment  of  Sewer  Bonds 

due  in  1917 9,000.00 

Amount  applied  to  payment  of  interest  on  Sewer 

Bonds  for  the  year 3,000.00 

Refund  of  prepaid  interest  on  notes  paid 12.67 

Premium  on  securities  purchased 156.40 


$46,231.57 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1918.  . . . ; 3,562.82 


$49,794.39 
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Value  of  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1918 $133,137  82 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 
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CAPRON  FUND. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  Capron  Fund,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  be  used  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  Capron  Park. 


Amount  in  Fund  Jan.  1.  1917 $35,017.52 

Increase  in  valuation  as  appears 

from  Assessors’  books 2,000.00 

Received  from  E.  S.  Capron,  on  ac- 
count of  sale  of  lots  of  H.  A. 

Capron  Estate 394.43 


Total  amount  of  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1918  $37,411.95 

INCOME. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1917 $201.50 

Interest  and  income  earned $1,120.51 

Rents  1,148.00 


$2,268.51 


Disbursements. 


$2,470.01 


Care  of  Real  Estate:  — 

Repairs,  labor  and  alterations  on 


houses  $111.41 

Insurance  9.20 

Water  bills 62.82 

Sewer  Assessments 63.83 


Paid  to  City  of  Attleboro  for  Capron 
Park  


$247.26 

$1,800.00 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1918 


$2,047.26 

422.75 


$2,470.01 

Investments. 


Deposited  in 

Attleborough  Savings  Bank $11,831.85 

Bristol  County  Savings  Bank....  706.96 

Fall  River  Savings  Bank 1,319.38 

Fall  River  Five  Cents  Savings 

Bank  1,319.38 

New  Bedford  Inst,  for  Savings..  1,319.38 


$16,496.95 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages  on 

real  estate  at  5% $3,600.00 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages  on 

real  estate  at  6% 225.00 

U.  S.  Liberty  Loan  Bonds 600.00 


Real  estate 


4,425.00 

16,490.00 


$37,411.95 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  CLERK 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  clerk  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1917. 

Receipts : 

Recording  Mortgages,  etc $55.40 

Copies  of  Records 22.40 

Marriage  Licenses 275.00 

Sundry  Licenses  and  Permits 62.25 

Sundries  .55 

For  Voting  Lists 7.00 

Registration  of  Physician  and 

Chiropodists  7.75 


$430.35 

Fees  for  licensing  dogs . 172.80 


$603.15 

Paid  to  City  Treasurer $603.15 

The  sum  of  $1,912.20  received  from  dog  licenses  has  been  paid  to 
the  County  Treasurer. 

The  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  recorded  is  as  follows: 


Marriages  315 

Deaths  287 

Births  (1916) 434 


Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  Section  17  of  the  Charter,  I 
submit  herewith  a record  of  the  attendance  of  members  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Council  during  the  year  1917. 

Total  number  of  meetings,  36. 

Names  of  Members 
Philip  E.  Brady... 

William  H.  Garner. 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor. . 

Thomas  S.  Healey. 

Solomon  . B.  Jacobs 

Harry  P.  Kent 

William  H.  Saart. . 

Howard  G.  Smith.  . 

William  A.  Spier.  . 

Charles  O.  Sweet. . 

Oscar  Wolfenden.. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Clerk. 


No.  of  Meetings  Attended 

34 

28 

27 

25 

34 

32 

24 

36 

31 

33 

34 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


December  21,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  a financial  statement  is  of 
no  value  at  this  time  but  would  state,  however,  that  collections,  in  spite 
of  the  extra  demands  upon  the  taxpayers,  have  been  about  normal. 

Following  is  a statement  of  the  Poll  Tax  account  in  comparison 
with  1916:  — 


Dec.  1,  1916.  Poll  Taxes  committed $10,864.00 

Collected  9,582.00 

Uncollected  $1,282.00 


Dec.  10,  1917.  Poll  Taxes  committed $11,108.00 

Collected  and  abated 9,636.00 


$1,472.00 

About  150  Polls  of  enlisted  men 300.00 


$1,172.00 

One  of  the  paramount  problems  to  contend  with  in  the  collection 
of  taxes  is  the  work  of  the  deputy.  The  amount  allowed  by  statute  for 
the  serving  of  a warrant  by  a deputy  is  $1.00,  but  the  deputy  is  often 
obliged  to  spend  many  hours  in  trying  to  locate  a person,  only  to  find 
that  they  have  left  the  city  or  cannot  for  some  other  reason  be  lo- 
cated and  it  can  be  readily  understood  that  this  is  not  only  discourag- 
ing but  unprofitable  to  the  deputy.  In  the  face  of  this  condition  I be- 
lieve that  a small  appropriation  to  pay  the  deputy  a specified  sum  per 
hour  for  the  time  spent  in  the  collection  of  these  bills  would  be  an 
economy  to  the  city. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  books,  the  storage  room 
of  this  department  is  inadequate  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  acquire 
more  room  this  year.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  demands 
that  they  be  stored  in  a fire-proof  safe. 

This  department  has  been  without  a typewriter,  depending  upon 
the  generosity  of  the  other  departments  for  the  use  of  theirs,  and  I 
believe  that  one  should  be  purchased  for  the  joint  use  of  the  Auditing 
and  Collecting  Departments. 

As  to  the  salary  of  the  City  Collector,  I feel  the  same  as  last  year, 
namely,  that  the  collector  is  not  being  paid  proportionate  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  department  and  I sincerely  trust  that  the  salary 
may  be  increased  this  year. 
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Following  are  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year:  — 


Postage  $400.00 

Stationery — printing  150.00 

Tax  sale  adv 250.00 

Bonds 260.00 

Clerical  assistance 800.00 

Deputy  Collector 50.00 

Office  rent,  etc 158.00 


$2,068.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  W.  NERNEY, 

City  Collector. 


/ 
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COLLECTOR’S  FINANCIAL  REPORT 

TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attle- 
boro: 

Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  City  Collector  for  the  year  1917. 

Statement  of  moneys  collected  and  paid  to  Frank  I.  Babcock,  City 
Treasurer,  1917,  divided  as  follows:  — 

1917. 

Poll  Tax  1917 $9,498.00 

Personal  Estate  Tax  1917 100,521.73 

Non-Resident  Bank  Tax  1917 1,625.26 

Real  Estate  Tax  1917 195,165.58 

Moth  suppression  1917 222.05 

Concrete  Betterment  1917 345.20 

Curbing  Betterment  1917 764.68 

Apportioned  sewer  1917 5,203.23 

Committed  interest  on  apportioned  sewer  1917 1,459.80 

Water  Bills  1917 69,994.91 

Pipe  and  Labor  1917 2,133.39 

Tax  title 72.28 

Interest  on  1917  taxes 269.51 

Interest  on  1917  Water  Bills 105.57 

Apportioned  sewer  paid  in  advance 1,518.07 

Interest  on  apportioned  sewer  paid  in  advance 37.88 

Costs  and  fees 399.32 

Charity  Department  Charges  1917 887.06 

Highway  Department  Charges  1917 316.40 

School  Department  Charges  1917 957.67 

Bank  interest 318.56 

Excise  Tax  1917 2,606.59 

Fire  Department  Charges  1917 102.75 

Forestry  Department  1917 112.00 

Police  Department  1917 10.00 

Robert  Street  Sewer  1917 5.20 

Interest  on  Robert  Street  Sewer. 2.08 

1916. 

Poll  Tax  1916 150.00 

Personal  Estate  Tax  1916 14,149.10 

Real  Estate  Tax  1916 45,576.68 

Moth  suppression  1916 26.55 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


39 


Apportioned  sewer  1916 3,752.47 

Interest  on  apportioned  sewer  1916 2,972.86 

Robert  Street  Sewer  1916 10.09 

Interest  on  Robert  Street  Sewer  1916 4.54 

Forestry  Department 55.30 

Water  Department  Charges  1916 2,868.03 

Pipe  and  Labor  1916 417.30 

Interest  on  1916  Taxes 1,847.99 

Interest  on  Water  Bills  1916 12.66 

Charity  Department  Bills  1916 1,311.78 

Highway  Department  Bills  1916 65.79 

School  Department  Bills  1916 331.50 

Telephones  57.25 

Excise  Tax  1916 231.62 

Holman  Drain  Apportioned 15.68 

Interest  on  Appor.  Holman  Drain 4.23 

1915. 

Poll  Tax  1915 104.00 

Personal  Elstate  Tax  1915 749.80 

Real  Estate  Tax  1915 22,384.68 

Apportioned  sewer  1915 1,964.74 

Interest  on  apportioned  sewer  1915 187.02 

Interest  on  Taxes  1915 2,271.47 

Curbing  Betterment  1915 3.30 

Charity  Department  Bills 99.00 

Holman  Drain  1915 148.72 

Water  Department  Bills  1915 247.25 

Pipe  and  Labor  1915 33.58 

Excise  Tax  1915 189.51 


$496,899.26 

Cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1917 10,628.00 


$507,527.26 


POLL  TAX  1917 

Committed  $10,906.00 

Added  106.00 


Total  $11,012.00 

Collected  $9,498.00 

Abated  246.00  9,744.00 


$1,268.00 


Cash  on  hand 4.00 

Uncollected  $1,264.00 


PERSONAL  ESTATE  TAX  1917. 

Committed  $117,886.54 

Added  45.60 


$117,932.14 

Collected  $100,521.73 

Abated  553.06  101,074.79 


$16,857.35 

Cash  on  hand 5,610.03 


Uncollected  $11,247.32 
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REAL  ESTATE  TAX  1917. 


Committed  $271,278.87 

Collected  $195,165.58 

Abated  731.91  195,897.49 


$75,381.38 

Cash  on  hand 4,285.80 

Uncollected  $71,095.58 


NON-RESIDENT  BANK  TAX  1917. 

Committed  

Collected  


$1,625.26 

1,625.26 


MOTH  SUPPRESSION  1917. 

Committed  

Collected  $222.05 

Abated  1.00 


$334.80 

223.05 


$111.75 


Cash  on  hand .25 

Uncollected  $111.50 


CONCRETE  BETTERMENT  1917. 


Committed  $492.45 

Collected  345.20 

Uncollected  $147.25 


CURBING  BETTERMENT  1917. 


Committed  $1,069.94 

Collected  764.68 

Uncollected  $305.26 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  1917. 


Committed  $10,286.52 

Collected  5,203.23 

5,083.29 

Cash  on  hand 349.31 

Uncollected  $4,733.98 
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INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  SEWER  1917. 


Committed  $2,941.58 

Collected  1,459.80 

$1,481.78 

Added  .50 

$1,482.28 

Cash  on  hand 104.87 

Uncollected  $1,377.41 


EXCISE  TAX  1917. 

Committed  $2,892.67 

Collected  2,606.59 


Uncollected  $286.08 


APPORTIONED  ROBERT  STREET  SEWER  1917. 

Committed  $15.01 

Collected  5.20 

Uncollected  $9.81 


INTEREST  ON  APPOR.  ROBERT  STREET  SEWER  1917. 

Committed  $6.00 

Collected  2.08 


Uncollected  $3.92 


WATER  BILLS  1917. 


Committed  $74,705.90 

Collected  $69,994.91 

Abated  805.73  70,800.64 


Cash  on  hand 


$3,905.26 

51.94 


Uncollected 


$3,853.32 


MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  1917. 
(Water  Department.) 


Committed  $2,805.48 

Collected  $2,133.39 

Abated  6.75  2,140.14 


$665.34 

Cash  on  hand 2.80 

Uncollected  $662.54 
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CHARITY  DEPARTMENT  1917. 


Committed $1,850.48 

Collected  887.06 

Uncollected  $963.42 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  1917. 


Committed  $561.54 

Collected  316.40 

Uncollected  $245.14 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  1917 


Committed  $1,041.75 

Collected  957.67 

Uncollected  $84.08 


POLL  TAXES  1916. 


Balance  January,  1917 $1,074.00 

Collected  : 150.00 

$924.00 

Abated  14.00 

Uncollected  $910.00 


PERSONAL  ESTATE  TAX  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $16,586.66 

Collected  $14,149.10 

Abated  370.26  14,519.36 


Uncollected 


$2,067.30 


REAL  ESTATE  TAX  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $73,569.31 

Collected  $45,576.68 

Abated  166.82  45,743.50 


Cash  on  hand. 


$27,825.81 

46.93 


Uncollected 


$27,778.88 
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MOTH  SUPPRESSION  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $52.55 

Collected  26.55 

Uncollected  $26.00 


WATER  DEPARTMENT  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $4,901.75 

Collected  $2,868.03 

Abated  4.00  2,872.03 


Uncollected  $2,029.72 


MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  1916. 

(Water  Department.) 

Balance  January,  1917 $574.28 

Collected  417.30 

$156.98 

Cash  on  hand 4.15 


Uncollected  $152.83 


CHARITY  DEPARTMENT  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $1,573.19 

Collected  1,311.78 


Uncollected  $261.41 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $121.02 

Collected  65.79 


Uncollected  $55.23 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $366.00 

Collected  355.50 


$10.50 

Abated  10.50 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $5,711.37 

Collected  3,752.47 


$1,958.90 

Cash  on  hand 3.97 

Uncollected  $1,954.93 
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INTEREST  ON  APPOR.  SEWER  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $4,934.45 

Collected  $2,972.86 

Abated  9.22  2,982.08 

$1,952.37 

Cash  on  hand 3.97 

Uncollected  $1,948.40 


APPORTIONED  ROBERT  ST.  SEWER  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $10.09 

Collected  10.09 


INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  ROBERT  STREET  SEWER  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $4.54 

Collected  4.54 


EXCISE  TAX  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $272.80 

Collected  231.62 

Uncollected  $41.18 


APPORTIONED  HOLMAN  DRAIN  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $35.24 

Collected 15.68 

Uncollected  $19.56 


INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  HOLMAN  DRAIN  1916. 

Balance  January,  1917 $14.79 

Collected  4.23 

Uncollected  $10.56 


POLL  TAX  1915. 

Balance  January,  1917 $546.00 

Collected  104.00 

$442.00 

Abated  282.00 


Uncollected 


$160.00 
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PERSONAL  ESTATE  1915. 

Balance  January,  1917 $2,543.65 

Collected  $749.80 

Abated  198.04  947.84 


Uncollected 


$1,595.81 


REAL  ESTATE  TAX  1915. 

Balance  January,  1917 


Collected  $22,369.73 

Abated  172.89 


$25,403.36 

22,542.62 


Credit  to  Tax  Title 


$2,860.74 

650.43 


Uncollected 


$2,210.31 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  1915. 


Balance  January,  1917 $2,259.76 

Collected  1,964.74 

$295.02 

Credit  to  Tax  Title 68.65 

Uncollected  $226.37 


INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  SEWER  1915. 


Balance  January,  1917 $218.08 

Collected  187.02 


$31.06 

Credit  to  Tax  Title 6.01 

Uncollected  $25.05 


CHARITY  DEPARTMENT  1915. 

Balance  January,  1917 $113.10 

Collected  99.00 

Uncollected  $14.10 


HOLMAN  DRAIN  1915. 


Balance  January,  1917 $187  83 

Collected  156*.56 


$31.27 

31.27 


Apportioned  . 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT  1915. 

Balance  January,  1917 

Collected  $247.25 

Abated  45.46 


$1,643.90 

292.71 


Uncollected 


$1,351.19 


MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  1915. 


Balance  January,  1917 $70.29 

Collected  33.58 

Uncollected  $36.71 


TAX  ACCOUNT  1917. 


Committed  $420,045.56 

Collected  $317,419.40 

Abated  1,531.47  318,951.37 


Cash  on  hand 


$101,094.19 

10,354.26 


Uncollected 


$90,739.93 


TAX  ACCOUNT  1916. 


Balance  January  1,  1917 

Collected  1917 $66,893.82 

Abated  551.08 


$102,270.88 

67,444.90 


Cash  on  hand 


$34,825.98 

54.87 


Uncollected 


$34,771.11 


TAX  ACCOUNT  1915. 


Balance  January  1,  1917 $31,351.49 

Collected  1917 $25/7?1.77 

Abated  and  credited  to  Tax  Title 1,469.70  27,201.47 


Uncollected  $4,150.02 
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COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

FOR  THE  YEARS  1913  AND  1914. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro:  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  years 
1913  and  1914. 


TAXES  FOR  1913. 

Dr. 


Committed  $1,136.07 

Cr. 

Collected  $626.47 

Abated  72.80 

Uncollected  436.80 

$1,136.07 


SEWER. 

Dr. 

Committed  $2,901.14 

Interest  63.70 

$2,964.84 

Cr. 

$1,324.04 
63.70 
1,577.10 

$2,964.84 


TAXES  FOR  1914. 

Dr. 

$4,182.42 

208.96 

$4,391.38 

Cr. 


Committed 
Interest  . . 


Collected  . 
Interest  . . 
Uncollected 


Collected  $1,593.18 

Interest  208.96 

Abated  5.92 

Uncollected  2,583.32 


$4,391.38 
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SEWER 


Dr. 


Committed  $2,297.12 

Interest 86.40 


Cr. 


Collected  $2,230.25 

Interest  86.40 

Uncollected  66.87 


TAXES  COLLECTED  DURING  1917. 


1913  Tax  

1913  Sewer  Tax 

1913  Sewer  Tax  Interest. 

1914  Tax  

1914  Tax  Interest 

1914  Sewer  Tax 

1914  Sewer  Tax  Interest. 


Paid  City  Treasurer,  as  per  vouchers 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  R.  MANCHESTER, 
Collector  for  1913  and 


$2,383.52 


$2,383.52 


$626.47 

1,324.04 

63.70 

1,593.18 

208.96 

2,230.25 

86.40 


- $6,133.00 
$6,133.00 


1914. 
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ASSESSORS’  REPORT 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1917. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

We  submit  herewith  the  usual  statistics  of  this  department  for 
1917  showing  the  result  oft  our  work. 

On  August  1,  1916,  the  Council  voted  to  recommend  to  the  Asses- 
sors that  abatement  of  the  Poll  Taxes  of  members  of  the  company 
who  are  at  the  present  time  in  the  Federal  service. 

We  looked  this  matter  up  and  found  that  there  was  no  law  that 
would  allow  such  an  abatement  until  the  Collector  certified  under  oath 
to  the  Assessors  that  they  were  uncollectable,  and  we  were  warned 
by  our  deputy  from  the  State  House  not  to  attempt  to  abate  said 
polls.  Since  that  time  many  of  our  young  men  have  enlisted  or  been 
drafted  into  the  service  and  we  trust  that  when  the  great  and  general 
Court  convenes,  one  of  the  first  bills  to  receive  their  attention  will  be 
one  to  allow  assessors  to  abate  the  poll  taxes  of  those  in  the  service, 
and  you  have  our  assurance  that  we  will  gladly  attend  to  that  duty  as 
soon  as  it  can  legally  be  done. 

The  1917  polls  were  submitted  to  the  Collector  early  in  July  again 
last  year  with  the  following  result  as  shown  by  figures  submitted  to 
this  office  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Collector: 


Amount  committed  to  December  10th $11,108.00 

Collected  or  abated 9,636.00 

Balance  uncollected $1,472.00 


About  $300  of  this  amount  was  assessed  against  men  who  were  in 
the  service  at  commitment. 

Early  in  the  year  we  notified  the  personal  property  tax  payers  re- 
garding the  assessment  of  Personal  Taxes; — although  the  tax  payer 
had  paid  an  income  tax,  unless  he  filed  a statement  with  this  office 
he  must  be  assessed  on  the  same  property  in  a sum  not  less  than 
assessed  in  1916.  We  sent  out  abount  1500  notices  to  this  effect,  but 
only  about  800  were  filled  out  and  filed,  with  the  result  that  many 
were  taxed  for  property  on  which  they  had  paid  an  income  tax,  and 
although  the  Commissioner’s  Office  at  the  State  House  had  ruled  that 
such  taxes  could  not  be  abated,  an  opinion  was  issued  by  the  Attorney 
General  allowing  such  abatements  under  the  old  law,  and  on  account 
of  this  opinion  we  have  been  obliged  to  abate  and  charge  to  our  over- 
lays many  such  taxes  which  need  not  have  gone  on  our  books,  and  we 
would  have  been  allowed  a larger  return  from  the  Income  Tax,  had 
this  decision  been  promulgated  earlier  in  the  year. 
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The  amounts  appropriated  for  this  department  for  1917  were  as 
follows: 


Salaries  $2,000.00 

Rent,  light,  telephone 375.00 

Looking  up  titles 200.00 

All  other  expenses 2,150.00 


$4,725.00 

We  have  expended  as  follows: 


Assessors’  salaries $2,000.00 

Assistant  Assessors 224.07 

Clerical  help 1,146.75 

Looking  up  titles 200.00 

Telephone  33.80 

Rent 300.00 

Light  27.20 

Printing,  postage,  stationery,  etc 373.50 

Transportation  *. . . 125.00 

Office  expense,  supplies,  etc 155.79 


$4,586.11 

Balance  on  hand 138.89 


$4,725.00 

TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES. 


Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property. . 3,424 

Individuals  2,572 

All  others 852 

Number  of  non-residents  assessed  on 

property  1,105 

Individuals  855 

All  others 250 

Number  of  persons  assessed 8,130 

On  property 4,529 

On  polls  only 3,601 

Number  of  male  polls  assessed 5,453 

Tax  on  each  poll $2.00 

Number  of  horses  assessed 523 

Number  of  cows  assessed 712 

Number  of  sheep  assessed 

Number  of  neat  cattle  assessed  other  than 

cows  100 

Number  of  swine  assessed 327 

Number  of  dwellings  assessed 3,236 

Number  of  fowl  assessed 6,295 

Number  of  shares  of  bank  stock  assessed. . 3,000 

Resident  2,389 

Non-Resident  611 

Assessed  value  of  each  share $140.00 

Rate  of  tax  per  thousand 19.00 
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Assessed  value  of  personal  property $6,204,555.00 


Assessed  on  stock  in  trade 

Assessed  on  machinery 

Assessed  on  live  stock 

Assessed  value  of  all  other  Personal. . . 
Exemptions  

$2,647,205.00 

2,237,925.00 

101.075.00 

885.040.00 

1,150.00 

Resident  bank  stock 

$5,871,245.00 

334,460.00 

$6,205,705.00 

$6,205,705.00 

Assessed  value  of  Real  Estate 

Exemptions  

Assessed  value  of  buildings 

Assessed  value  of  land 

$9,084,310.00 

. . . . 5,215,825.00 

$14,277,835.00 

22,300.00 

$14,300,135.00 

$14,300,135.00 

Total  value  of  Assessed  Property 

Personal  

Real  Estate 

Exemptions  

$6,205,705.00 

. . . . 14,300,135.00 

$20,482,390.00 

23,450.00 

$20,505,840.00  $20,505,840.00 


Taxes  Assessed  on  Personal  Property $117,886.54 

Taxes  assessed  on  Real  Estate 271,278.87 

Taxes  assessed  on  Polls 10,906.00 


Total  $400,071.41 

Taxes  assessed  on  account  of  City,  includ- 
ing Grade  Crossing  Tax  and  Interest..  498,155.00 

Approved  February  26 $490,95^.00 

Later  approvals 7,200.00 


$498,155.00 

State  Tax 49,060.00 

County  Tax 26,003.76 

Highway  Tax 1,382.07 

Overlays  6,082.39 


$580,683.22 

Estimated  Receipts $122,871.54 

Income  Tax  Receipts 57,740.27  180,611.81 


$400,071.41 

BETTERMENT  TAXES— ASSESSED  AS  FOLLOWS. 


Apportioned  Sewer $10,286.52 

Apportioned  Sewer  Interest 2,941.58 

Robert  Street  Sewer 15.01 

Robert  Street  Sewer  Interest 6.00 

Apportioned  Curbing 3.30 

Apportioned  Curbing  Interest 1.32 

Apportioned  Holman  Drain 39.15 

Apportioned  Holman  Drain  Interest 14.55 

Curbing  sidewalks 1,069.94 

Concreting  492.45 

Moth  suppression  334.80 


Total 


$15,204.62 
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OTHER  TAXES  ASSESSED  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Non-Resident  Bank  Tax $1,625.26 

Excise  of  Commutation  Tax 2,892.67 

$4,517.93 

1915 — Personal  Property  valuation $8,509,550.00 

1917 — Personal  Property  valuation 6,205,705.00 


Loss  on  account  of  Income  Tax $2,303,845.00 

$2,303,845.00  at  the  1915  rate  ($19.20)  would 

produce  44,233.82 

City’s  allotment  from  Income  Tax $57,740.27 

Excess  over  loss 13,506.45 


$44,233.82 

WARRANTS  ISSUED  TO  THE  CITY  COLLECTOR  AS  FOLLOWS: 

September  11,  1917 $416,901.29 

November  1,  1917 2,892.67 


$419,793.96 


Made  up  as  follows: 

On  account  of  city  including  Grade  Cross- 
ing, State,  County,  Highway  and  Over- 
lays less  estimated  Receipts  and  Income  $400,071.41 

Betterment  Taxes 15,204.62 

Non-Resident  Bank  Tax 1,625.26 

Excise  or  Commutation  Tax 2,892.67 


$419,793.96 


ABATEMENTS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


Taxes  Polls 

1913  

1914  $4.00 

1915  282.00 

1916  14.00 

1917  246.00 


Personal 

$72.80 

Real 

Total 

$72.80 

5.92 

$1.92 

198.04 

172.89 

652.93 

370.26 

166.82 

551.08 

553.06 

731.91 

1,530.97 

Total  $546.00  $1,194.16 

Added  Taxes,  Committed  Dec.  20,  1917: 

Number  of  persons  assessed  other  than 

polls  

Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

Number  of  Polls  assessed 

Amount  of  Taxes  assessed  on  Real 

Estate  

Amount  of  Taxes  assessed  on  Personal 

Estate  

Amount  of  Taxes  assessed  on  Polls.  . . . 


$1,073.54  $2,813.70 


$2,400.00 


103 


45.60 

206.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 


$251.60 


W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

HARRY  E.  CARPENTER, 
MALCOLM  CURRIE, 

Board  of  Assessors,  City  of  Attleboro. 
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ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  29,  1918. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: 
Gentlemen: 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital  submits 
herewith  its  report  in  conducting  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  for 
the  year  1917. 

It  has  been  a busy  year  for  the  hospital  with  55  more  patients 
treated  than  during  the  year  preceding.  We  have  had  a slight  in- 
crease in  membership  of  the  corporation,  but  nothing  like  what  we 
hoped  for  and  greatly  needed.  While  there  should  be  in  our  city  at 
least  750  people  who  would  interest  themselves  in  this  beneficent  insti- 
tution to  the  extent  of  joining  the  corporation  and  paying  $10.00  an- 
nual dues,  we  should  be  greatly  encouraged  and  our  problem  partially 
solved  if  500  persons  could  be  induced  to  take  such  action.  We  now 
have  two  perpetual  free  beds  of  $5,000  each.  Taunton  Morton  Hospital 
has  15  and  Pawtucket  more  than  20.  We  have  five  annual  beds  of 
$250  per  year,  and  the  Memorial  Hospital  at  Pawtucket  more  than  40. 
These  comparisons  are  made  in  the  hope  of  materially  increasing  our 
income  in  some  way. 

We  have  a “Winsor  Fund”  and  every  year  have  had  to  draw 
heavily  upon  the  income  therefrom  for  the  ordinary  running  expenses 
of  the  hospital,  when  we  should  have  been  conserving  this  income  for 
making  the  necessary  extensions,  with  additional  equipment,  that  must 
be  provided  without  delay  if  we  are  not  to  be  seriously  handicapped 
in  the  work. 

We  are  about  to  establish  a new  clinic  under  the  State  Board  of 
Health  that  is  of  vital  necessity  in  normal  times,  and  doubly  so  in 
these  days  of  world  war.  We  are  gratified  that  the  State  Board  se- 
lected the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  as  one  of  the  places  in  the  State 
that  they  desired  to  establish  this  clinic,  although  its  installation  will 
involve  considerable  additional  expense  to  the  hospital,  even  if  the 
State  passes  a law  appropriating  funds  for  this  work. 

All  this  is  simply  saying  we  now  need  a liberal  amount  of  money 
for  expansion,  and  should  have  had  on  hand  a part  of  this  in  an  ac- 
cumulated income  from  the  Winsor  Fund,  had  we  not  been  obliged  to 
use  it  largely  each  year  for  the  expense  of  conducting  the  hospital. 

Under  Dr.  Rich,  who  is  rapidly  becoming  an  expert  Roentgenolo- 
gist, our  X-Ray  department  is  doing  excellent  work.  A new  unit  cost- 
ing about  $500  has  been  added  to  this  equipment  the  past  year,  do- 
nated to  the  hospital. 

To  Miss  Rice  and  her  loyal  nurses  and  attendants  we  desire  to  ex- 
press an  appreciative  word;  their  work  has  been  well  done.  We  recog- 
nize that  service  of  this  character  is  most  exhausting  and  tends  to  be 
at  times  depressing.  Therefore  wholesome  recreation  is  almost  essen- 
tial. To  help  in  this  direction  a new  and  most  complete  tennis  court 
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was  constructed  last  year  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital,  and  has  proved 
its  worth  not  only  to  the  Superintendent  and  her  staff,  but  to  the  donor 
thereof. 

We  again  recognize  the  most  valuable  assistance  rendered  the  hos- 
pital by  The  Hospital  Aid  Association.  Would  that  our  people  as  a 
whole  might  catch  some  of  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  that  dominates 
these  loyal  women. 

For  the  useful  articles  and  money  that  came  to  the  hospital  on 
Donation  Day,  and  for  all  other  contributions  the  Board  of  Managers 
are  exceedingly  grateful. 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  has  already  won  an  enviable  name  with 
the  profession  and  those  acquainted  with  and  engaged  in  hospital 
work.  The  management  desires  not  only  to  maintain  this  reputation, 
but  to  augment  it  by  increasing  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the 
hospital;  and  to  this  end  calls  upon  more  of  the  Attleboro  public  to 
“lend  a hand.” 

Annexed  to  this  report  you  will  find  Superintendent  Rice’s  report 
for  the  year  1917,  and  also  that  of  the  Treasurer.  We  commend  both 
to  your  careful  reading. 


JOSEPH  L.  SWEET, 
PHILIP  E.  BRADY, 


EDWARD  L.  GOWEN, 
ERNEST  D.  GILMORE, 
WILLIAM  J.  LUTHER, 


JOSEPH  FINBERG, 
HAROLD  E.  SWEET, 
FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 
CHARLES  O.  SWEET 


Board  of  Managers  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  ATTLE- 
BOROUGH HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31,  1917. 


To  the  Trustees  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital: 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  treasurer  of  The  Attleborough  Hos- 
pital  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917. 


Dr. 

Building 

Account. 

Cr. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1917... 

$6.80 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1917.. 

$6.80 

Membership  Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1917... 

$438.55 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1917. . 

$818.55 

Receipts  

380.00 

$818.55 

$818.55 

Trust  Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1917... 

$973.32 

Repairs  on  cottage .... 

$28.33 

Rent 

438.00 

Safety  deposit  box .... 

5.00 

Dividends  from  securi- 

Treasurer’s  bond 

25.00 

ties 

6.601.86 

Brookline,  Mass,  taxes 

135.02 

Final  payment  in  liqui- 

Investments  

4,665.53 

dating  Mercantile 

Miscellaneous  expense. 

7.30 

Land  Co.  and  Cum- 

Appropriated  to  Hos- 

mington Land  Co... 

776.50 

pital  account 

3,000.00 

Mortgage  payments . . . 

2,000.00 

Balance 

2,927.50 

Standing  grass 

4.00 

$10,793.68 

$10,793.68 

Sturdy  Memorial 

Hospital  Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1917.. 

$273.74 

Salaries  

$6,655.12 

Hospital  Receipts 

13,465.32 

Hospital  supplies  and 

Donations  

511.89 

equipment  

2,120.07 

Endowed  beds  (five 

Housekeeping  supplies. 

5,382.32 

annual)  

1,250.00 

Miscellaneous  expense. 

2,169.68 

Interest  on  bank  ac- 

Heat and  light 

1,451.26 

count  

86.58 

Balance 

809.08 

Appropriation  from 

Trust  account 

3,000.00 

$18,587.53 

$18,587.53 

Summary. 

Balance  Membership 

Bank  balance 

$4,446.96 

account  

$818.55 

Cash  on  hand 

54.97 

Balance  Trust  account 

2,927.50 

Advance  for  help  trans- 

Balance Hospital  ac- 

portation   

60.00 

count  

809.08 

Balance  Building  ac- 

count   

6.80 

$4,561.93 

$4,561.93 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  L.  GOWEN,  Treasurer. 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  1,  1918. 
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Auditor’s  Report  to  the  Directors  of 
The  Attleborough  Hospital 


The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Attleborough 
Hospital  were  audited  Jan.  19,  1918.  I found  them  to  be  correct,  and 
all  expenditures  sustained  by  the  proper  vouchers  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  miscellaneous  items  bought  at  the  hospital  amounting  to 
$670.30).  The  income  from  all  sources  was  properly  accounted  for. 

The  statement  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1917,  which  I have 
initialed  is  in  my  opinion  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a cor- 
rect view  of  the  conditions,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  B.  CLEMENTS. 
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STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT,  STURDY  MEMORIAL 

HOSPITAL. 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  1,  1918. 

To  the  Trustees  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital: 

Permit  me  to  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital  for  the  year  beginning  January  1,  1917  and  ending  December 
31,  1917. 


Patients  admitted 487 

Medical  82 

Surgical  345 

Obstetrical  60 

Patients  discharged 464 

Male  191 

Female  273 

Well  390 

Relieved  66 

Unrelieved  2 

Not  treated 2 

Operations  303 

Major  160 

Minor  143 

Free  patients 61 

Patients  paid  for  by  City 11 

Patients  paying  ward  rates  or  less 160 

Patients  paying  more  than  ward  rates 327 

Deaths  23 

Medical  19 

Surgical  3 

Accidents  1 

Out  patients  for  X-Ray  work 120 


Fifty-five  more  patients  have  been  admitted  this  year  than  the 
previous  year. 

In  September  a new  unit  was  added  to  the  X-Ray  equipment  for 
doing  stomach  cases.  It  was  very  much  needed  and  has  proved  very 
satisfactory.  The  X-Ray  work  in  the  hospital  has  greatly  increased 
this  year  and  without  our  X-Ray  department  the  hospital  would  be 
very  much  handicapped. 

In  the  summer  a tennis  court  was  built  for  the  nurses’  recreation. 
It  was  very  much  appreciated  by  them  and  proved  a great  source  of 
pleasure. 

For  the  X-Ray  unit  and  tennis  court  we  owe  the  donor  a vote  of 
thanks.  We  feel  indebted  to  him  for  these, — for  the  one  which  adds 
so  much  towards  making  our  hospital  one  of  the  best  in  equipment 
and  the  other  which  makes  the  nurses  feel  that  someone  is  interested 
in  their  welfare  and  happiness,  and  which  I am  sure  will  help  them 
much  towards  doing  good  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GWENDOLYN  G.  RICE,  Superintendent. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS 


December  18,  1917. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Buildings  from  De- 
cember 15,  1916,  to  December  18,  1917. 

There  has  not  been  as  much  building  this  year  as  in  years  past 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  report;  most  of  the  houses  that  have  been  built 
the  past  year  have  been  in  South  Attleboro.  I have,  in  company  with 
H.  R.  Packard,  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  E.  H.  Gingras,  Chief 
of  Police,  inspected  all  locations  for  keeping  and  storing  gasolene  and 
I have  also  inspected  all  hotels  and  lodging  houses  and  find  them  with 
proper  fire  escapes. 


The  following  permits  have  been  granted: 


Estimated  Cost 

Factories  2 $15,500.00 

1-Family  Houses 22  24,850.00 

Garages  24  28,760.00 

Additions  50  22,792.00 

Coal  Pockets 1 6,000.00 

Barns  9 1,847.00 

Poultry  Houses  and  other  small  buildings 15  878.00 


$100,627.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  F.  ASHLEY, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 
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CHARITY  DEPARTMENT 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  22,  1917. 
To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Municipal  Council:  — 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  herewith  submit  their  annual  report. 

The  personnel  of  this  department  not  having  been  changed,  the 
organization  remained  the  same  as  last  year — J.  V.  Curran,  Chairman; 
Benjamin  P.  King,  Clerk;  Frank  M.  Payson,  Visitor. 

The  work  of  the  Department  remains  about  the  same.  Several 
names  have  been  dropped  from  the  list  and  new  ones  have  taken  their 
places  so  that  through  the  year  the  list  in  numbers  remained  about 
the  same.  Twenty-six  new  families  and  eighteen  single  cases  have 
been  entered  on  our  register  this  year,  some  of  short  duration.  Just 
tiding  over  as  temporary  aid  implies,  a few  continuing  through  the  year. 

Conditions  at  the  City  Farm  remain  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Nothing  has  been  done  except  what  was  actually  necessary  to  keep 
things  going.  No  new  work  has  been  attempted.  The  late  season 
this  spring  hindered  the  early  planting  and  it  looked  at  one  time  very 
discouraging.  The  planting  was  finally  completed  and  a very  good 
crop  of  potatoes  and  other  vegetables  were  harvested,  which  will  prob- 
ably take  us  through  the  winter.  The  hay  crop  was  good,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  corn  fodder  and  various  other  feeds,  we  think  will 
take  us  to  springtime.  We  have,  as  is  the  case  with  many  others, 
been  hard  hit  by  the  very  great  advance  in  prices  of  everything  that 
we  have  to  buy.  Grain  for  the  stock  and  supplies  for  the  farm  in  the 
way  of  food,  clothing,  shoes  and  fuel,  have  advanced  in  price,  which 
adds  very  much  to  the  average  cost.  There  have  been  twenty-six 
different  people  at  the  City  Home  for  varying  lengths  of  time,  making 
an  average  of  14.10  for  the  year.  Seven  have  died  during  the  past 
year.  There  are  at  present  fifteen  inmates  in  the  home,  twelve  men 
and  three  women,  leaving  but  a small  margin  for  room  should  others 
ask  for  admission. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  Hagar,  Superintendent  and  Matron,  are  still 
at  the  City  Home,  and  are  continually  on  the  job  and  make  an  excel- 
lent couple  for  the  work.  They  are  very  careful  and  considerate  in 
the  care  of  the  inmates  and  very  economical  from  every  point  of  view. 
Mr.  Hagar  is  an  excellent  farmer  and  looks  well  to  the  interest  of  all 
concerned. 

We  have  on  our  list  sixteen  mothers’  aid  cases,  costing  on  an  aver- 
age about  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  week,  and  are  more  or  less 
a fixed  charge.  We  are  informed  by  the  State  that  we  are  not  doing 
enough  for  these  people  and  they  advise  an  increase  of  twenty-five 
per  cent. 

Our  Temporary  Aid  list,  those  to  whom  we  give  orders  from  the 
office,  is  subject  to  changes  in  the  amounts  for  aid  because  of  such 
advancement  in  the  cost  of  groceries  and  other  supplies.  An  amount 


60 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


which  was  considered  ample  at  one  time  is  not  sufficient  now  and  we 
have  been  obliged  to  increase  the  amounts  somewhat  to  meet  the  con- 
ditions. 

We  have  at  this  time  very  few  out  of  town  or  State  cases.  Cases 
of  illness  and  hospital  cases,  especially  at  home,  and  quite  often  out  of 
town  persons  who  are  settled  here,  make  demands  which  we  are 
obliged  to  meet,  and  which  during  the  year  make  inroads  on  our  ap- 
propriation. We  are  soon  coming  to  the  time  when  we  shall  have  to 
have  additional  space  to  file  our  papers.  We  do  not  feel  that  our 
present  facilities  are  much  protection  from  fire.  These  papers  are 
valuable,  and  should  they  be  lost,  it  would  cause  no  end  of  trouble. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  procure  a proper  safe 
in  which  to  keep  the  filing  cabinets. 


Total  amount  of  appropriation  for  1917 $21,700.00 

Expended  to  December  1,  1917: 

Salaries  and  wages $2,184.94 

Mothers’  aid 4,570.30 

Temporary  Aid  and  bills 8,486.84 

City  Farm  4,346.71  19,588.79 


Balance  $2,111.21 


With  this  showing  before  us  and  with  the  possible  increase  in  ex- 
penses the  coming  year,  by  new  cases  both  in  Mothers’  Aid  and  Tem- 
porary Aid,  and  further  if  we  have  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
State  recommending  an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  Moth- 
ers’ Aid  list,  which  now  averages  about  $7.50  per  week,  it  will  probably 
require  an  appropriation  of  $27,000.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  V.  CURRAN, 

BENJ.  P.  KING, 

FRANK  M.  PAYSON, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
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CITY  PHYSICIAN 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  31,  1917. 
To  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro:  — 
Gentlemen:  — 

The  City  Physician  herewith  submits  to  you  his  third  annual  re- 
port, for  the  year  1917. 

The  work  may  be  divided  up  as  follows:  Consultations  at  my 
office  278,  house  calls  305,  making  a total  of  583.  There  have  been 
seventy-six  medical  and  five  surgical  patients.  Ten  police  calls  have 
been  answered  and  six  confinements. 

Seven  deaths  occurred,  in  nearly  every  instance  the  deaths  have 
been  of  aged  people.  There  have  been  two  patients  committed  to  the 
Taunton  Insane  Hospital  and  one  drug  hhbitue  was  sent  to  the  Tewks- 
bury State  Hospital. 

There  were  thirty-seven  office  and  house  calls  made  for  the 
Soldiers’  relief. 

During  the  summer  while  Company  I was  at  Camp  Sweet,  I made 
daily  visits  there,  seeing  anywhere  from  ten  to  fifty  men  answering 
to  the  daily  sick  call. 

A first  aid  cabinet  has  been  placed  at  the  Police  Station  and  it 
has  been  of  great  service  on  several  occasions.  No  definite  room  has 
as  yet  been  fixed  up  for  accident  use  however. 

Again,  I commend  to  you  the  services  of  the  district  nurses  in 
caring  for  our  needy  people  about  the  city  when  sick. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WILFRED  E.  ROUNSEVILLE,  M.  D. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  18,  1917. 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor  William  A.  Spier  Oscar  Wolfenden 

BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Chief. 


Hiram  R.  Packard 8 Hope  Street 

Fred  A.  Clark,  First  Assistant  Chief 22  Hayward  Street 

Craig  C.  Pope,  Second  Assistant  Chief 244  Park  Street 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

PERMANENT  MEN. 

Located  at  South  Main  Street  Station. 

Captain,  Leonard  Gould,  Ladder  3 Chauffeur,  Albert  Knight 
Chauffeur,  Haven  F.  Randlett  Chauffeur,  Herbert  E.  Brown 
Chauffeur,  John  Stafford  Chauffeur,  Ernest  W.  Willson 

Chauffeur,  Charles  I.  Gay  Driver,  John  J.  McGilvray 

Hoseman  Warren  W.  Wright 

Located  at  Union  Street  Station. 

Captain,  Bert  E.  Riley,  Ladder  1 
Electrician,  Joseph  H.  Newcomb 
Chauffeur,  Roy  Churchill  Chauffeur,  Herbert  C.  Parker 

Chauffeur,  Laurence  A.  Flanagan  Hoseman,  Herbert  E.  Knight 

Located  at  South  Attleboro  Station. 

Chauffeur,  John  Ludgate  Chauffeur,  William  Coupe 

Located  at  Hebronville  Station. 

Chauffeur,  Peter  Gagner 
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CALL  MEN. 

Hose  No.  1,  South  Main  Street. 

Captain,  A.  W.  Ferguson  Clerk,  Charles  C.  Monroe 

Lieutenant,  T.  E.  Fuller  Hoseman,  Donald  J.  Ferguson 

Hoseman,  William  J.  Barney 

H ose  No.  2,  Union  Street. 

Captain,  Arthur  Read  Clerk,  Sherman  Davis 

Lieutenant  Albert  C.  Parker  Hoseman,  William  Young 

Hoseman,  Frank  J.  Lyle 

Hose  No.  4,  South  Attleboro. 

Lieutenant,  Daniel  Driscoll  Hoseman,  W.  W.  Abbott 

Hoseman,  Percy  B.  Doran  Hoseman,  M.  E.  Fox 

Hoseman,  Albert  Olsen 

Hose  No.  5,  Hebronville. 

Captain,  William  N.  Goff  Hoseman,  William  Frenier 

Lieutenant  Albert  I.  Atwell  Hoseman,  Martin  Tierney 

Clerk,  C.  L.  Atwell  Hoseman,  George  Parker 


Hose  No. 

Captain,  J.  B.  Paquet 
Lieutenant,  Henry  Smith 
Clerk,  Charles  J.  Hudson 
Hoseman,  Arthur  Dorais 
Hoseman,  Medard  Duquette 

Hoseman,  £ 


6,  St.  Jean  Plat. 

Hoseman,  Philorum  Dorais 
Hoseman,  David  Hamilton 
Hoseman,  Hormidas  Duquette 
Hoseman,  Alfred  Johnson 
Hoseman,  George  I.  Miller 
amuel  Champagne 


Hose  No.  7,  Briggs  Corner. 


Captain,  E.  D.  Briggs 
Lieutenant,  W.  A.  Vickery 
Clerk,  C.  T.  Clark 
Treasurer,  Ernest  White 
Hoseman,  A.  W.  Brigham 
Hoseman,  C.  J.  Brigham 

Ladder  No. 

Lieutenant,  George  H.  Nash 
Ladderman,  Edward  Brough 
Ladderman,  Walter  C.  Dix 


Hoseman,  H.  E.  Briggs 
Hoseman,  Charles  Douglass 
Hoseman,  Herbert  B.  Rounds 
Hoseman,  Amos  E.  Peck 
Hoseman,  George  Wetherell 
Hoseman,  Raymond  L.  Torrey 

1,  Union  Street. 

Ladderman  Joseph  H.  Williams 
Ladderman  Albert  L.  Young 
Ladderman,  Leith  Young 


Ladder  No.  2,  South  Attleboro. 

Captain,  Fred  J.  Murphy  Ladderman,  George  W.  Orr 

Lieutenant,  Harold  V.  Hopkins  Ladderman,  Ira  B.  Nickerson 

Ladderman,  Frank  E.  Shaw  Ladderman,  Thomas  F.  Dean 

Ladder  No.  3,  South  Main  Street. 

Clerk,  Michael  Barrett  Ladderman,  Kenneth  McLeod 

Ladderman,  Joseph  O.  Mowry 
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SUBSTITUTES. 

Hose  No.  4,  South  Attleboro. 

C.  A.  Bloss 

Hose  No.  7,  Briggs  Corner. 
William  Kratch 

Ladder  No.  1,  Union  Street. 

Charles  H.  Card 

Ladder  No.  2,  South  Attleboro. 

H.  W.  Mathews 

FIRE  POLICE. 


Seth  R.  Briggs,  Captain 
William  F.  Douglas 


Ernest  G.  L.  Hemple 
George  F.  Ide 


George  R.  Aubrey 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 


HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
OFFICE  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 


December  18,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

We  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  December  18,  1917,  together  with  such 
recommendations  as  we  think  necessary  for  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  the  Department. 


ORGANIZATION. 

The  Department  consists  of 

Three  Engineers 
18  Permanent  Men. 

63  Call  Men. 

6 Hose  Companies. 

3 Ladder  Companies. 

FIRE  STATIONS  AND  APPARATUS. 

Central  Fire  Station,.  South  Main  Street,  Station  No.  1. 

Hose  No.  1,  horse  drawn. 

Ladder  No.  3,  with  Knox  Martin  Motor  Tractor  and  two  25-gallon 

Chemical  Tanks. 

Combination  A,  Knox  Motor  with  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose. 


Union  Street  Station,  Union  Street,  Station  No.  2. 

Hose  2,  Kelley  Springfield,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical. 
Ladder  No.  1,  horse  drawn. 


South  Attleboro  Station. 

Hose  No.  4,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical,  Knox  Motor. 
Ladder  No.  2,  horse  drawn  (horses  hired). 

Hebronville  Station,  South  Main  Street,  Hose  No.  5. 

Federal  Motor  Truck,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical. 
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Sibleyville,  Hose  No.  6. 

One  hand  reel  and  800  feet  of  hose. 

Briggs  Corner,  Hose  No.  7 

One  hand  reel  and  800  feet  of  hose. 


APPARATUS. 

1 Horse  drawn  straight  Hose  Wagon. 

4 Motor  (gasoline)  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose. 

2 Hose  Reels. 

2 Horse  drawn  Ladder  Trucks. 

1 Motor  (tractor)  Ladder  Truck. 

2 Supply  Wagons. 

1 Chiefs  Car. 

1 Express  Wagon  for  Fire  Alarm  System. 

In  Reserve. 

1 two-horse  Pung,  1 Chiefs  Buggy. 


Horses. 

There  are  five  horses  in  the  Department: 

2 at  South  Main  Street  Station. 

3 at  Union  Street  Station. 

Harnesses. 

There  are  five  sets  of  double  and  three  single  harnesses. 


Hose. 


South  Main  Street  Station 3,850 

Union  Street  Station 3,300 

South  Attleboro  Station 1,450 

Hebronville  Station 800 

Sibleyville  Station 800 

Briggs  Corner  Station 800 


11,000  ft. 

HYDRANTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  490  hydrants  in  service. 
Four  hydrants  have  been  added  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  494. 

FIRE  ALARM  SERVICE. 

The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  System  is  in  use  and  in  good  condition. 
It  consists  of  the  following  apparatus:  Two  steam  whistles,  one  at  the 

Pumping  Station  at  South  Attleboro,  and  one  at  the  Electric  Light 
Station,  located  at  the  Farmers;  three  bells,  one  on  Union  Street,  one 
on  Peck  Street  and  one  on  Hose  No.  4 House,  South  Attleboro.  There 
is  also  one  striker  located  in  church  tower  in  Hebronville.  There  are 
four  indicators,  located  as  follows:  One  at  South  Main  Street  House, 
one  at  Union  Street  House,  one  at  Hebronville,  and  one  at  South 
Attleboro. 
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There  are  also  23  tappers,  located  as  follows:  One  at  Power  Sta- 
tion at  Briggs  Corner,  and  22  in  residences  of  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  factories  where  employed.  There  are  82  Street  Alarm  Boxes 
owned  by  the  City  and  two  Private  Boxes,  one  of  which  is  owned  by 
the  Interstate  Street  Railway  Co.  and  one  by  the  Taunton  and  Paw- 
tucket Street  Railway  Co. 

The  Battery  Room  is  up  to  date  and  complete  in  every  way.  It 
contains  one  Storage  Battery  complete  with  a six-circuit  switch  board 
and  repeater  with  all  the  necessary  tools  for  keeping  the  system  in 
working  order.  There  is  at  present  71  miles  of  wire  used  throughout 
the  Fire  Alarm  System. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  year,  one  new  Fire  Alarm  Box  has  been  installed. 

No.  122  at  Robinson  Avenue  and  Brown  Street.  1 y2  miles  of  wire 
extended. 

The  roof  at  South  Main  Street  Station  has  been  repaired. 

A new  steel  ceiling  put  up  at  Union  Street  Station  and  new  tires 
purchased  for  Combination  A and  South  Attleboro  Trucks.  A new 
automobile  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 


SALARIES. 


Chief  Engineer $600  per  year 

Assistant  Engineers 200  “ “ 

Clerk  of  Engineers 100  “ “ 

Call  Captains  in  Center 140  “ “ 

Hosemen  in  Center 125  “ “ 

Laddermen  in  Center 125  “ “ 

Call  Captain,  South  Attleboro 100  “ 

Hosemen,  South  Attleboro 75  “ “ 

Laddermen,  South  Attleboro 75  “ 

Call  Captain,  Hebronville 100  “ “ 

Hosemen,  Hebronville 75  “ “ 

Hosemen,  Sibleyville  10  “ “ 

Hosemen,  Briggs  Corner 10  “ 


PERMANENT  MEN. 

Captains  

Electrician  

First  year  men 

Second  year  men 

Third  year  men 

Permanent  man  at  Hebronville,  $600  per  year. 


$3.50  per  day 

3.50  “ “ 

2.50  “ “ 


2.75 

3.00 


FIRE  RECORD. 

The  fire  December  12th  which  destroyed  the  Horton,  Pierce  and 
Sanford  Blocks  with  their  contents,  and  damaging  the  Bates  Block, 
Monroe  Block,  Gifford  Block,  Sturdy  Block,  Brownell  Block,  Smith  & 
Dexter  and  Jacobs  Buildings,  as  well  as  several  buildings  on  Union  and 
Pine  Streets,  makes  the  fire  loss  for  1917  very  heavy.  The  Depart- 
ment responded  to  one  call  to  Norton,  and  one  call  to  Adamsdale,  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  Department,  including  all  Companies,  have  laid 
14,000  feet  of  hose,  raised  946  feet  of  ladders  and  used  897  gallons  of 
chemical  during  the  year. 
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The  Department  has  responded  to  the  following  alarms: 

Alarms  from  boxes 50 

Assembly  calls 2 

Still  alarms 164 

216 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  ALARMS. 

Building  fires 82 

Brush  and  grass 113 

Dump  6 

Automobiles  9 

Bill  board  1 

Fence  1 

Wood  box  1 

Tree  1 

Tar  kettle  1 

Drowning  1 

False  4 

Car,  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R 1 

Flooding  Park  1 

Oil  stove  1 

223 

FIRE  LOSS. 

Value  of  buildings  at  risk $656,060.00 

Value  of  contents  at  risk 464,795.29 


$1,120,855.29 

Insurance  on  buildings  at  risk $523,000.00 

Insurance  on  contents  at  risk 436,800.00 


$959,800.00 

Loss  on  buildings $92,408.56 

Loss  on  contents 118,094.91 


$210,503.47 

Insurance  paid  on  buildings  and  contents $170,518.18 


Loss  not  covered  by  insurance $40,085.29 

FIRE  PREVENTION. 

Fire  prevention  means  special  care  on  the  part  of  every  one  by 
preventing  the  accumulation  of  waste  paper,  rubbish  or  any  inflam- 
mable material  in  the  cellar  or  about  the  premises.  Hot  ashes  should 
never  be  thrown  into  a wooden  receptacle.  Care  should  also  be  taken 
regarding  stove  cleaning  cloths,  oil  dust  cloths  and  mops.  They  should 
never  be  allowed  in  a closet  where  they  may  cause  a fire  by  spon- 
taneous combustion. 

We  believe  in  regular  inspection  of  buildings  by  the  members  of 
the  Department,  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  do  this  without  a 
shortage  of  men.  The  apparatus  must  be  covered  with  men  in  readi- 
ness at  all  times.  With  the  present  number  of  permanent  men,  none 
can  be  spared  to  inspect  buildings  regularly. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Ladder  Truck  now  in  use  at  Union  Street  Station,  has  been 
in  service  almost  30  years.  It  is  in  bad  repair,  and  will  have  to  be  re- 
placed before  a great  many  years.  We  would  recommend  the  pur- 
chase of  an  Aerial  Ladder  Truck.  The  floor  in  South  Main  Street 
Station  can  be  repaired  to  last  this  year,  but  will  probably  have  to  be 
be  replaced  next  year.  We  recommend  $750  for  hose;  that  the  per- 
manent men  be  given  an  increase  in  pay;  that  three  more  men  be 
added  to  permanent  force. 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  his  Honor,  the  Mayor,  to  the  Honorable 
City  Council,  and  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  for  the  inter- 
est manifested  in  this  Department,  to  the  Police  Department  for  their 
assistance,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Department  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HIRAM  R.  PACKARD,  Chief. 

FRED  A.  CLARK,  1st  Ass’t. 

CRAIG  C.  POPE,  2nd  Ass’t. 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  1918. 

Permanent  payroll  $20,451.56 

Call  men  5,395.00 

Hydrants  14,820.00 

Coal  and  wood 1,200.00 

Hay  and  grain 800.00 

Electric  lights  and  gas 175.00 

Maintenance  of  automobiles 800.00 

Maintenance  of  Fire  Alarm 400.00 

Repairs  on  stations 500.00 

Plumbing  300.00 

Telephones  250.00 

Laundry  100.00 

Water  service  in  stations 150.00 

Chemical  supplies 100.00 

Blacksmithing  200.00 

Matches,  oil  and  soap 100.00 

Harness  supplies  and  repairs 50.00 

Express,  P.  O.  supplies,  printing  and  clerical  supplies 50.00 

Rubber  coats  50.00 

Horse  hire  50.00 

Auto  licenses  20.00 

Disinfectant  100.00 

Fire  Police  50.00 

Bedding,  Paint,  hardware,  sponges,  brushes,  toilet  paper, 

insurance,  etc 300.00 


$46,411.56 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Hose  $750.00 

Advance  for  Permanent  Men  as  recommended  by  Engineers 

and  City  Council 1,648.00 

Three  additional  Permanent  Men 3,003.00 

Combination  Pumping  and  Hose  as  voted  by  City  Council 

about  10,000.00 


$61,812.56 
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Committee  on  Food  Production 
and  Conservation 


To  His  Honor  Mayor  Sweet  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

The  Committee  on  Food  Production  and  Conservation  begs  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  that  committee  on  the 
garden  and  public  market  projects,  believing  it  due  your  Body  for  the 
support  and  encouragement  given  the  committee,  and  also  believing  it 
should  and  will  be  of  interest  to  the  public-at-large. 

On  the  Home  Garden  project  the  following  is  the  report  of  Mr. 
John  Anderson,  supervisor,  who  very  ably  carried  that  work  through 
to  a successful  conclusion.  Four  hundred  and  seventy  entries  were 
made  in  the  Home  Garden  contest  and  such  number  was  visited  in  the 
first  inspection.  About  100  of  these  had  dropped  out  by  the  time  of  the 
second  inspection,  partly  because  of  stopping  the  work  and  partly  be- 
cause of  neglecting  to  attend  to  their  gardens.  On  subsequent  in- 
spections more  were  dropped  out,  so  that  on  the  fourth  and  last  inspec- 
tions 28  gardens  were  remaining  in  competition  for  the  prizes.  It 
must  be  understood,  however,  that  the  number  of  gardens  was  not  re- 
duced to  this  number,  for  about  400  gardens  were  continued  through- 
out the  season,  producing  a wonderful  amount  of  vegetables,  estimated 
by  the  supervisor  as  having  been  worth  between  $5,000  and  $6,000. 

The  appropriation  for  this  work  was  $300.  Of  this  amount  $265 
was  used,  leaving  a balance  of  $35.  Prizes  were  given  as  follows: 

On  Vegetables. 

8 First  prizes:  to  each  a blue  ribbon  and  a trip  to  Ayer. 

4 Second  prizes:  to  each  a red  ribbon  and  $2.00  in  cash. 

5 Third  prizes:  to  each  a yellow  ribbon  and  $1.00  in  cash. 

On  Flowers. 

0 First  prizes. 

3 Second  prizes : to  each  a red  ribbon  and  $1.00  in  cash. 

2 Third  prizes:  to  each  a red  ribbon  and  50c  in  cash. 

To  Adults. 

1 First  prize:  a blue  ribbon  and  $2.00  in  cash. 

1 Second  prize:  a red  ribbon  and  $1.00  in  cash. 

The  trip  to  Ayer  was  donated  by  the  Attleboro  Sun. 

Your  Committee  covered  another  branch  of  its  work  by  making 
small  loans  to  farmers  as  their  needs  called  for  in  the  matter  of  seed 
and  fertilizer.  The  sum  of  $200  appropriated  for  this  purpose  was 
used  and  is  due  to  be  returned  to  the  City  Treasury  in  January,  1918. 

In  the  city  of  Quincy  a Public  or  Community  Market  was  started 
during  last  July.  Your  committee  at  once  got  busy,  going  to  Quincy 
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in  a body  to  inspect  the  Community  Market.  As  a result  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  to  start  a similar  market  in  Attleboro.  With  the 
assistance  of  the  Council,  which  appropriated  $200  and  gave  its  con- 
sent to  use  the  Common  for  such  purpose,  such  a market  was  started, 
the  first  Market  Day  being  August  10.  Because  of  the  untiring  efforts 
of  the  committee  as  a whole,  of  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Joseph 
McEvoy,  and  the  help  of  the  city  officials  and  teachers  and  clergy  the 
market  was  carried  through  very  successfully. 

A condensed  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  is  as  follows: 
Of  the  appropriation  of  $200.00  there  was  drawn  $142.53.  Additional 
receipts  were  $9.00,  balance  from  last  year’s  garden  project;  receipts 
from  team  and  table  space,  loans  of  scales,  and  profits  from  sale  of 
baskets  $34.90.  Total,  $186.43.  Expenditures  were:  Storage  of  scales, 
tables,  etc.,  between  market  days,  $25.50;  labor,  $42.00;  advertising, 
$64.25;  equipment,  $43.80;  incidental  expenses,  $10.88.  Total,  $186.43. 
Of  the  appropriation  a balance  of  $57.47  remains.  Add  to  this  the 
equipment,  at  present  stored  in  the  basement  of  the  White  Church  and 
valued  at  $43.80,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  cost  of  the  market 
to  the  city  was  $98.73. 

The  market  was  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  making  a 
total  of  15  days,  between  August  10  and  September  29.  From  the  City 
table  (for  the  handling  of  the  produce  of  small  gardeners)  there  was 
sold  $658.59  of  vegetables.  It  is  estimated  that  from  the  farmers’ 
teams  $2,500  worth  of  produce  was  sold.  This  would  make  a total  of 
$3,158.59  worth  of  produce  having  been  sold  through  the  market  dur- 
ing the  fifteen  days,  the  average  daily  sales  over  the  City  table  being 
$43.89,  and  from  the  teams  being  $166.33,  total  average  daily  sales 
being  $210.22. 

The  average  number  of  small  gardeners  bringing  produce  to  the 
City  table  was  ten.  Four  was  the  smallest  number  and  seventeen  the 
largest,  for  any  one  day.  The  average  number  of  teams  was  nine. 
Five  was  the  smallest  number  and  eighteen  the  largest  in  any  one  day. 

By  all  associated  with  the  Community  Market  it  was  considered 
as  having  proven  a wonderful  success.  Two  especially  desired  ob- 
jects were  attained:  First,  the  producer  and  consumer  were  brought 
together,  the  response  from  both  having  been  very  gratifying;  second, 
a large  amount  of  vegetables  raised  were  conserved  for,  as  we  firmly 
believe,  had  it  not  been  for  the  opportunity  given  to  the  farmers  and 
small  gardeners  to  sell  their  produce,  a very  large  percentage  of  the 
produce  raised  would  have  gone  to  waste. 

Your  Committee  desires  to  submit  for  your  favorable  consideration 
the  following  recommendations: 

1.  These  two  projects  should  be  continued  next  year; 

2.  A man  should  be  secured  whose  duty  will  be  to  devote  his  en- 
tire time  to  agriculture  and  managing  the  public  market,  with  an 
approximate  salary  of  $1,000; 

3.  This  man  should  be  appointed  as  early  in  January  as  possible, 
so  that  he  may  begin  to  prepare  for  his  work  at  once. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Committee  on  Food  Production  and  Conservation. 


SAMUEL  SLOCOMB,  Chairman. 
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FORESTRY  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen : 

I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report  as  City 
Forester  of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

Owing  to  the  widening  of  Union  Street  and  the  straightening  of 
Park  Street  near  the  new  post  office  it  became  necessary  to  remove 
18  trees. 

On  account  of  constructing  a sidewalk  on  Newport  Avenue  it 
necessitated  the  removal  of  four  large  maple  trees. 

I also  removed  nine  dead  trees  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

As  a result  of  the  large  amount  of  rain  last  season  the  trees  have 
made  magnificent  growth. 

I was  fortunate  in  obtaining  from  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  about  85,000  anastatus  bifasciatus,  a parasite  that  de- 
stroys the  eggs  of  the  gypsy  moth.  We  have  two  parasites  now  that 
prey  on  the  eggs,  and  one  that  devours  the  larva  of  the  gypsy  moth. 

Although  there  is  an  increase  in  the  gypsy  moth  the  work  of  the 
parasite  is  encouraging. 

The  spray  pump  was  kept  busy  all  through  the  larva  season. 

I again  appeal  to  the  property  owners  for  their  co-operation  in  the 
control  of  the  injurious  insects,  and  more  particularly  the  gypsy  moth, 
by  removing  worthless  trees  from  their  orchards  and  cementing  cavi- 
ties in  the  ones  left  standing. 

I have  been  handicapped  in  my  work  by  the  lack  of  more  rapid 
transportation  and  carrying  tools  and  other  material  used  in  my  work. 

I would  recommend  that  a light  truck  be  purchased  and  that 
$2,400  be  appropriated  for  use  in  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  S.  SMITH, 

City  Forester. 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Health  Officer. 

RALPH  P.  KENT,  M.  D. 


Milk  Inspector. 

SOLOMON  FINE  (resigned). 
SAMUEL  LIEBOFF  (since  September  15). 


Inspectors  of  Plumbing. 

ARTHUR  B.  READ.  JOSEPH  M.  SEAGRAVES. 


Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 

HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  S. 


City  Dentist. 

J.  E.  REYNOLDS,  D.  M.  D. 


Inspector  of  Cattle. 

HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  S. 


Clerk. 

MARY  L.  MILLER. 


Burial  Permits. 
STEPHEN  H.  FOLEY. 


Examining  Physician  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

RALPH  P.  KENT,  M.  D. 


1917. 


STATISTICS. 


Population  

Births  

Still-Births  

Deaths  

Deaths  under  1 year. 


18,480 


421 

12 


244  (Excluding  Still-Births) 
38  (Excluding  Still-Births) 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


December  16,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: 

The  Health  Officer  hereby  submits  for  your  consideration  his 
third  annual  report  of  the  different  divisions  of  this  department  end- 
ing December  15,  1917. 

The  routine  work  of  the  department  is  still  on  the  increase  and  so 
may  it  ever  be — thus  is  growth  indicated. 

Our  dairy  inspection,  and  laboratory  examination  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  many  interesting  facts  and  good  results.  The  quality  and 
cleanliness  of  our  milk  is  very  good — in  fact  better  than  ever  before — 
showing  a gradual  but  steady  tendency  for  co-operation  between  the 
producer  and  this  department. 

Inspection  of  bakeries,  ice  cream  plants,  and  restaurants  shows 
that  there  is  also  in  these  places  a steady  improvement. 

Thd  Local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  its  third  year  has  examined 
24  patients:  5 tubercular,  7 non-tubercular,  12  suspects.  This  work  is 
of  great  importance  and  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  some  open  air 
schools  should  be  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  numerous  children 
whom  I see  at  the  clinic  needing  such  treatment. 

We  have  at  the  present  time,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  91  tu- 
bercular patients  in  the  City,  and  16  in  the  sanatoria. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a mild  epidemic  of  varicella  and 
rothelin  which  gains  much  headway  owing  to  the  fact  that  parents  do 
not  comply  with  the  law,  and  it  is  not  simply  that  they  do  not  report 
the  cases  but  that  they  allow  the  children  to  run  about  and  spread  the 
disease  throughout  the  neighborhood. 

Our  department  has  on  hand  at  the  Lilly  Company  ample  supply 
of  culture  tubes,  Widals,  sputum  boxes  and  containers,  anti-toxin,  anti- 
typhoid vaccine,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  serum,  and  in  fact  all  the 
supplies  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  assistance 
of  the  physicians. 

I wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  this  department  for  their 
earnest  efforts  and  hearty  co-operation. 

I also  wish  to  thank  the  school  physician  for  his  co-operation. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  we  received  the  resignation  of  our 
Milk  Inspector,  Solomon  Fine.  In  acknowledgement  of  the  excellent 
work  done  by  him,  in  putting  this  department  in  good  running  order, 
and  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  all  his  duties,  we  wish  to  thank 
him  and  wish  him  success  in  his  endeavors  at  the  University  of 
Missouri. 
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It  was  also  with  regret  that  we  received  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
E.  M.  Webb,  City  Dentist,  he  having  enlisted  and  receiving  a first 
lieutenant  commission. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  his  conscien- 
tious performance  of  all  of  his  duties. 

It  was  with  great  gratification  that  we  noted  the  pleasing  addition 
of  the  swimming  pool  at  Capron  Park. 

In  closing,  I wish  to  announce  that  owing  to  the  splendid  co-op- 
eration of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 
the  Health  Department  will  shortly  start  a much  needed  night  clinic 
for  venereal  diseases,  the  hours  to  be  defined  later.  At  this  clinic  not 
only  will  free  advice  be  given  but  as  far  as  possible,  through  the  aid 
of  the  State  Health  Department,  free  medicine  will  be  given. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RALPH  P.  KENT, 

Health  Officer. 
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DISEASES  DANGEROUS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Diseases  declared  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  health,  and  so  reportable  by  law.  Householders 
and  physicians  must  give  immediate  notice  to  the  local  Board  of 
Health  of  all  cases  of: 


Actinomycosis 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
(Infantile  Paralysis) 
Antrax 

Asiatic  Cholera 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Chicken  Pox 

Diphtheria 

Dog-bite 

Dysentery 

a.  Amebic 

b.  Bacillary 
Glanders 
German  Measles 
Hookworm  Disease 
Leprosy 

Malaria 

Measles 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

Supperative  Conjunctivitis 

Mumps 

Pellagra 

Plague 

Rabies 

Scarlet  Fever 

Septic  Sore  Throat 

Smallpox 

Trachoma 

Tetanus 

Trichinosis 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
Typhoid  Fever 
Tphus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 
Lobar  Pneumonia 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  Still-Births  Deaths' 

421  12  244  (excluding  Still-Births) 


The  following  contagious  diseases  were  reported  to  the  Health 
Department  from  December  15,  1916,  to  December  15,  1917. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis) 1 

Chicken  Pox 107 

Dog-bite  (2  rabid  dog) 7 

Diphtheria  38 

Measles  36 

Mumps  29 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 3 

Scarlet  Fever 40 

Supperative  Conjunctivitis 1 

Typhoid  Fever 4 

Trachoma  1 

Whooping  Cough 22 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 2 

German  Measles 21 

Septic  Sore  Throat 1 

Lobar  Pneumonia 7 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 31 


The  minimum  period  of  quarantine  or  isolation  for: 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  3 weeks  after  death  or  recovery  of  pa- 
tient. 

Diphtheria,  15  days  and  thereafter  until  two  successive  negative 
cultures  have  been  obtained. 

Scarlet  Fever,  at  least  30  days.  Chicken  Pox,  2 weeks.  Mumps,  3 
weeks.  Whooping  Cough,  7 weeks. 

Infantile  Paralysis,  3 to  6 weeks. 
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DEATHS  BY  AGES. 

(Still-Births  Excluded). 
December  15,  1916,  to  December  15,  1917. 


Male  Female 


Deaths  of 

persons 

under  1 

year 

39 

19 

20 

Deaths  of 

persons 

1 

to 

2 

years. 

10 

6 

4 

Deaths  of 

persons 

2 

to 

3 

years 

2 

1 

1 

Deaths  of 

persons 

3 

to 

4 

years 

2 

2 

0 

Deaths  of 

persons 

4 

to 

5 

years 

2 

0 

2 

Deaths  of 

persons 

5 

to 

10 

years 

8 

3 

5 

Deaths  of 

persons 

10 

to 

15 

years 

2 

2 

0 

Deaths  of 

persons 

15 

to 

20 

years 

5 

3 

2 

Deaths  of 

persons 

20 

to 

30 

years 

15 

8 

7 

Deaths  of 

persons 

30 

to 

40 

years 

12 

5 

7 

Deaths  of 

persons 

40 

to 

50 

years 

17 

9 

8 

Deaths  of 

persons 

50 

to 

60 

years 

30 

9 

21 

Deaths  of 

persons 

60 

to 

70 

years 

44 

24 

20 

Deaths  of 

persons 

70 

to 

80 

years 

36 

17 

19 

Deaths  of 

persons 

over 

80 

years 

20 

8 

12 

244 

116 

128 

DEATHS  BY  MONTHS. 

(Still-Births  Excluded) 

Male 

Female 

December 

15,  1916,  to  January  1,  1917 

10 

6 

4 

January  . 

24 

15 

9 

February 

24 

7 

17 

March  . . . 

22 

8 

14 

April  . . . . 

15 

8 

7 

May  

\ 

26 

17 

9 

June 

10 

6 

4 

July  

18 

5 

13 

August  . . 

19 

9 

10 

September  

16 

6 

10 

October  .. 

32 

17 

15 

November 

10 

2 

8 

December 

15  (inclusive) . . 

18 

10 

8 

244 

116 

128 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

(Still-Births  Excluded). 
December  15,  1916,  to  December  15,  1917. 


Tuberculosis,  pulmonary  17 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  pulmonary 5 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

Diphtheria  1 

Typhoid  Fever  0 

Measles  0 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Diarrhoeal  Disease  10 
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Lobar  Pneumonia  11 

Broncho  Pneumonia  8 

Bronchitis  4 

Diseases  of  the  Heart. 43 

Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord 9 

Cancer  ; 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys * 25 

Accidental  Deaths  12 

Diabetes  Mellitus  6 

Arterio  Sclerosis  5 

Appendicitis  1 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  18 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 0 

Pernicious  Anemia  3 

Septicemia  1 

Peritonitis  0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  0 

Premature  10 

Other  causes 36 

244 


REPORT  OF  J.  E.  REYNOLDS,  D.  D.  S.,  CITY  DENTIST. 

Watson  Block,  December  21,  1917. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Kent: 

Following  is  the  report  from  October  12  to  December  18,  1917. 

Number  of  patients 40 

Amalgam  fillings  15 

Copper  cement 2 

Treatment  with  arsenic 4 

Pulps  removed  with  arsenic 6 

Extractions  3 

Putrescent  pulp  treatments 6 

Ether  cases  1 

Prophylaxis  12 

Total  operations 49 

Money  collected  $4.00 

Paid  for  mercury 2.25 

Paid  for  local  anaesthetic 50 

Paid  for  one  ounce  alloy 1.50 

$4.30 

I would  commend  to  you  the  aid  given  by  the  School  Nurse,  who 
looked  after  all  the  appointments  in  a very  able  manner. 

Respectfully  yours, 


J.  E.  REYNOLDS,  D.  D.  S. 
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SUMMARY  REPORT  OF 
MILK  AND  DAIRY  INSPECTION. 

Attleboro,  Sept.  15,  1917. 


To  Ralph  P.  Kent,  Health  Officer, 

Dear  Sir: 

Because  of  the  call  of  duty  at  another  place,  I must  leave  with 
you  now,  my  final  report  as  Milk  Inspector  for  the  City  of  Attleboro. 
I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  you, 
the  other  members  of  the  Health  Department,  and  the  executives  of 
this  city,  for  the  great  help  and  encouragement  you  have  given  me 
in  my  efforts  to  carry  out  my  duties. 

In  general,  this  department  has  progressed  remarkably  during 
the  past  year.  Thanks  to  the  foresight  of  the  people  of  Attleboro  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  executives  of  this  city,  a modern  and  well 
equipped  bacteriological  and  chemical  laboratory  was  established.  A 
fair  and  thorough  system  of  inspection  and  analysis  was  introduced, 
covering  not  only  milk  and  dairy  products,  but  also  water  and  if  nec- 
essary sewage  analysis.  Also,  if  it  proves  advisable,  pathological  and 
pathogenic  bacterial  examinations  and  cases  can  be  studied  and  diag- 
nosed. Thus  this  department  has  an  equipment  and  facilities  for 
doing  constructive  preventative  work  which  will  safeguard  the  health 
of  the  community  and  demonstrate  the  high  standard  of  this  city. 
It  is  safe  to  state  that  even  at  present  there  are  few  cities  of  the  size 
of  Attleboro  or  even  larger,  which  have  an  equipment  and  system  com- 
parable to  that  of  our  Health  Department. 

In  order  to  facilitate  and  standardize  its  work,  this  department 
has,  temporarily  at  least,  adopted  a system  of  grading  milk,  similar  to 
that  used  in  some  of  the  larger  cities.  Of  course,  modifications  to  suit 
local  conditions  had  to  be  introduced.  The  purpose  of  such  a system 
is  twofold;  first,  to  bring  before  the  eyes  of  the  public,  the  quality 
and  standard  of  the  milk  they  buy,  judged  not  in  some  makeshift  way, 
but  on  sound  and  practical  scientific  principles;  secondly,  to  force 
the  producer  to  improve  the  quality  of  his  milk,  by  the  never-failing 
method  of  public  demand.  In  this  connection  several  fairly  well  at- 
tended meetings  for  the  farmers  and  the  public  were  held,  at  which 
the  whole  milk  question  was  discussed.  At  these  meetings  emphasis 
was  laid  on  co-operation  among  the  farmers  as  one  of  the  means  of 
improving  the  milk  supply.  Besides  the  meetings,  a monthly  review 
of  the  work  done  by  this  department,  was  published  in  the  Attleboro 
Sun.  In  this  review  was  indicated  the  grade  of  the  milk  found  by  in- 
spection, in  the  possession  of  the  individual  milk  dealers  in  Attleboro. 

In  order  to  leave  a definite  record  of  the  system  employed,  a brief 
outline  is  given  here. 

METHOD  OF  ANALYSIS  AND  INSPECTION. 


I.  Sanitary. 

a.  The  dairies  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  may  or  may 

not  be  scored. 

b.  The  cleanliness  of  the  delivery  is  looked  into  at  time  of  other 

inspections. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


81 


c.  Sediment  tests  are  taken  as  often  as  possible.  A pint  of  milk 

is  passed  through  a strainer,  in  which  all  dirt  and  dust  in 
the  milk  is  deposited  on  a cotton  disk.  The  samples  are 
graded  according  to  the  quantity  of  dirt  visible  to  the 
naked  eye  and  through  a 3-x  magnifier. 

d.  Bacteriological  tests  are  made  as  often  as  possible.  The  num- 

ber of  bacteria  per.  c.  c.  is  determined  by  the  direct  stain 
and  by  the  plate  method.  The  latter  is  taken  as  final. 
Whenever  possible  the  type  of  bacteria  is  determined — 
but  this  can  be  done  only  superficially  because  of  the  limi- 
tation of  time.  However  the  presence  of  manure  bacteria 
is  nearly  always  ascertained  quite  readily. 


II.  Chemical. 

a.  The  percent,  of  fat  is  determined. 

•b.  The  percent,  of  solids  is  determined. 

c.  Any  adulteration,  such  as  the  addition  of  water,  skimming, 
the  addition  of  color,  preservatives  or  any  other  foreign 
material  is  ascertained. 


Taking  all  of  these  things  into  consideration,  the  milk  samples 
are  scored.  The  score  card  adapted  to  local  conditions  is  as  follows: 


Item 

1.  Bacteria  Count  

10,000  per.  c.  c.  or  less 

10.000  to  50,000  per.  c.  c 

50.000  to  200,000  per.  c.  c 

More  than  200,000  per.  c.  c.  . . . 


Perfect  Score 


50% 

50% 

40% 

20% 


2.  Sediment  Test  20% 

Very  clean  20% 

Clean  15% 

Slightly  dirty  10% 

Dirty  5% 

Very  dirty  0 


3.  Fat  Content  15% 

Fat  content,  7%  or  over 15% 

Fat  content,  below  3.35% 0 

4.  Total  Solids  15% 

Total  solids,  13%  or  over 15% 

Total  solids,  below  12.15% 0 


With  this  system  of  scoring  as  a basis,  the  samples  are  then 
classified  as  follows: 


Class  I,  scoring  90%  or  over. 
Class  II,  scoring  80-90%. 

Class  III,  scoring  70-80%. 

Class  IV,  scoring  below  70%. 


The  scoring  may  not  be  ideal,  but  it  is  the  best  that  could  be  de- 
vised under  existing  conditions.  With  judicious  application  it  can  be 
made  to  serve  its  purpose  very  readily,  in  that  it  brings  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public,  the  relative  quality  of  the  milk,  in  a clear  and  simp- 
lified way. 
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REPORT  OF  WORK  TO  SEPT.  15,  1917. 

Inspection  of  Stores,  Bakeries,  Ice  Cream  Plants  and  Dairies. 

As  far  as  possible  and  as  occasion  demanded,  stores  or  places 
where  food  is  produced  or  sold,  were  inspected.  Whenever  a license 
was  granted,  the  place  was  previously  examined  and  recommenda- 
tions made.  In  general  it  can  be  said  that  the  condition  of  such  places 


was  much  the  same  as  reported  for  1916. 

Licenses  granted  for  sale  of  milk  to  September  15,  1917 85 

Butterine  licenses  to  September  15,  1917 4 

Permits  granted  to  producers  to  September  15,  1917 51 


Inspection  of  Water. 

Samples  of  Water  from  the  Attleboro  pumping  station  were  taken 
at  intervals  of  about  a month  and  subjected  to  a bacteriological  exam- 
ination. The  results  revealed  the  fact  that  our  water  supply  is  of 
exceptionally  high  quality.  The  filter  beds  act  efficiently  in  removing 
practically  all  of  the  bacteria  brought  down  from  the  reservoir.  In 
all,  over  thirty  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  examined.  Several 
samples  taken  from  private  wells  were  examined  for  residents  of 
Attleboro. 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream. 

During  the  warm  weather  ice  cream  samples  were  gathered  for 
inspection  bi-monthly.  These  were  examined  bacteriologically  and 
chemically.  The  summary  follows: 


Chemical  examinations  of  ice  cream 82 

Average  fat  content 10.2% 

Number  of  samples  below  7% 2 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  ice  cream 82 


Number  of  samples  having  below  1,000,000  bacteria  per.  c.  c.  . . . 14 
Note — (Invariably  the  bacterial  content  of  ice  cream  is  very  high.) 


Inspection  of  Milk  and  Cream. 

Milk  and  cream  samples  were  taken  from  milk-carts,  stores  and 
dairies  at  frequent  intervals.  In  nearly  all  of  the  cases  the  samples 
were  inspected  and  analyzed  according  to  the  method  previously  out- 
lined; and  where  the  system  of  grading  was  adopted,  they  were  scored 
and  so  placed  in  some  one  of  the  four  grades.  A summary  of  this 
phase  of  work  is  included  as  follows: 

I.  Sanitary. 

Number  of  samples  examined  bacteriologically 

Number  of  samples  in  group  IV 

Percent,  of  samples  in  group  IV 

Number  of  sediment  tests 

Number  of  sediment  tests  classed  dirty  or  very  dirty. 

Percent,  of  sediment  tests  classed  dirty  or  very  dirty 


II.  Chemical. 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  tested  chemically 539 

Average  fat  content 3.84% 

Average  total  solids 12.35% 

Number  of  samples  from  milkmen 464 

Average  fat  content 3.92  % 

Average  total  solids 12.42% 


102 

14 

14% 

138 

32 

23  % 
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Number  of  samples  from  stores,  etc 75 

Average  fat  content ■ 3.45% 

Average  total  solids 12.02% 

Total  samples  below  legal  standard 60  or  11% 

Total  samples  found  with  added  water 3 or  y2% 

Total  samples  found  with  cream  partially  removed 12  or  2% 

Number  of  samples  of  cream  tested  chemically 22 

Average  fat  content 32% 

Comparison  with  the  report  for  1916,  indicates  clearly  that  the 
quality  of  Attleboro’s  milk  supply  is  becoming  much  better.  It  is  the 
belief  of  the  Milk  Inspector  that  fair  and  constant  supervision  and 
frank  co-operation  between  the  farmers,  the  consumers  and  the  Health 
Department  will  result  in  an  ideal  milk  supply  for  our  city. 

A complete  summary  of  the  individual  records  is  here  given.  In- 
stead of  including  in  it  all  of  the  details,  as  has  been  customary  in  the 
past,  this  time  just  the  grade  is  given.  If  anyone  is  interested  to  find 
out  the  exact  fat,  total  solids  or  bacterial  content  of  the  milk  of  any 
milkman,  the  desired  information  can  easily  be  obtained  from  the  files 
at  the  Inspector’s  office. 


Name  Grade 

Alger,  Isaac  I and  II 

Anderson,  August  II 

Bauer,  Christopher  I 

Bliss,  T.  K II,  III  and  IV 

Bowen,  W II  and  III 

Cole,  Perle II 

Cooper,  Fred I and  II 

Edgewater  Dairy  II,  III  and  IV 

Fine,  Charles  II  and  III 

Friedman,  Samuel  

Globus,  Michael  

Guimond,  H.  B II,  III  and  IV 

Gorman,  George  II 

Hagberg,  Kenneth  II 

Horton,  Frank  O II 

Jones  & Globus II,  III  and  IV 

Kaufman,  Abraham  II,  III  and  IV 

Kimball,  A.  G 

Kindberg,  August  II 

Kratsch,  William  R II  and  III 

Kratsch,  Charles  E I and  II 

Newton,  Walter  Ill 

Perry,  Frank  S II,  III  and  IV 

Martin,  Andrew  I 

Smith,  A.  D I 

Tingly,  J.  O I and  II 

Wendell,  Olof  O II,  III  and  IV 


Remarks 


Out  of  business 
Out  of  business 


Out  of  business 


Small  number  of 
samples  taken 
Small  number  of 
samples  taken 


Where  it  is  indicated  that  a milkman  has  milk  in  more  than  one 
grade  as  II,  III  and  IV,  it  does  not  mean  that  he  sells  milk  of  different 
grades  or  qualities.  It  just  shows  that  either  there  is  a variation  in 
the  quality  from  time  to  time,  a condition  which  is  unavoidable  in  the 
best  of  dairies;  or  else  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  since  the 
classification  was  first  put  into  practice.  The  above  grades  represent 
those  into  which  all  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year,  were 
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placed;  they  are  not  the  averages.  The  average- grade  would  beyond 
any  doubt  be  by  far  the  most  fair  and  the  most  easily  understood,  but 
the  complete  system  of  grading  has  not  been  long  enough  in  operation 
to  warrant  publishing  such  an  average.  When  the  average  of  the 
grades  for  six  months  or  more  could  be  had,  it  is  safe  enough  and 
fair  enough  to  be  published. 

The  number  of  cows  supplying  milk  to  Attleboro  has  decreased 
from  650  in  1916  to  580  this  year.  The  average  quantity  (estimated) 
of  milk  sold  has  also  decreased  from  7,000  in  1916  to  5,500  this  year. 

In  closing  his  final  report,  the  Milk  Inspector  hopes  that  the  work 
which  he  began  should  be  continued,  and  that  the  milkmen  and  farm- 
ers should  continue  the  improvements  of  which  they  already  knowT 
the  importance  and  should  co-operate  among  themselves,  not  only  for 
their  own  profit  and  protection  but  to  make  the  Attleboro  milk  supply 
better  and  safer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SOLOMON  FINE. 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  15,  1917. 
To  Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent,  Health  Officer, 

Dear  Sir: 

I take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  report  of  my  work  done  in 
connection  with  the  Health  Department,  dating  from  September  15 
to  December  15  of  the  year  1917. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  as  far  as  possible  as  outlined  by  the 
former  milk  inspector  with  your  approval;  this  being  very  satisfac- 
tory and  I find  that  the  system  adopted  by  this  department  in  carry- 
ing on  its  work  compares  very  favorably  with  the  systems  used  in  the 
best  laboratories.  In  some  respects  we  may  even  claim  superiority 
for  the  very  reason  that  our  analysis  of  milk  and  milk  products  is 
more  and  goes  into  more  details.  You  may  be  easily  convinced  of  this 
by  comparing  the  methods  used  in  our  laboratory  with  those  used  in 
most  other  laboratories  as  far  as.  I was  able  to  observe.  They  are  as 
follows: 


Milk  Analysis  in  Other  Cities. 
Physical  Analysis. 

(1)  Cleanliness  of  dairy  and 

utensils. 

(2)  Health  of  cows. 


Chemical  Analysis. 

(1)  Total  solids. 

(2)  Percent,  fat. 

(3)  Adulterants  and  preserva- 

tives. 


Bacteriological  Analysis. 

(1)  Total  number  of  bacteria. 


Milk  Analysis  in  Attleboro. 
Physical  Analysis. 

Same  as  in  other  cities  with 
the  addition  of  the  “sedimenta- 
tion” test,  by  which  means  we 
may  detect  the  minutest  quantiy 
of  dirt  and  dust  in  milk. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

(1)  Specific  gravity. 

(2)  Percent,  fat. 

(3)  Total  solids. 

(4)  Solids  other  than  fat. 

(5)  Adulterants  and  preserva- 
tives. 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

(1)  Total  number  of  bateria. 

(2)  Bacteria  that  grow  at  our 
body  temperature. 

(3)  Dextrose  fermenting  bac- 
teria. 

(4)  Bacteria  producing  putre- 
faction. 
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Number  of  Samples  Analyzed  and  Results. 

The  grading  system  is  the  same  as  previously  adopted  by  this  depart- 
ment. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  analyzed  for  the  Water  Department.  The 
condition  of  the  water  was  found  to  be  excellent,  showing  a minimum  number 
of  bacteria,  and  no  pathogenic  bacteria. 

Besides  a number  of  samples  of  well-water  were  analyzed,  and  in  one 
case  the  water  in  the  well  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  putrefying 
organic  matter. 

Ice  Cream  Analysis. 

Eighteen  samples  were  inspected  having  an  average  of  fat  content  of 
9.8%.  One  sample  was  below  standard.  The  number  of  bacteria  per  c.  c. 
was  from  one  million  to  eighteen,  million. 

Milk  and  Cream. 


Seven  samples  of  cream  were  analyzed  chemically  showing  an  average 
of  31%  fat. 

Samples  of  milk  analyzed,  108. 

Percent,  fat,  all  the  way  from  3.1  to  6 .8. 

Total  solids,  from  11 .7  to  14.2. 

Solids  other  than  fat,  between  8 and  9. 

Bacteria  per  c.  c.  from  8,500  to  500,000,  however,  the  most  samples  had 
below  100,000  bacteria  per  c.  c. 

Licenses  Granted. 


Nine  new  licenses  were  granted  in  all:  One  for  oleomargarine,  one  for 
cream,  seven  for  milk  in  stores  and  restaurants 


Milk  Dealers. 

The  dealers  are  classified  by  the  method  formerly  adopted.  This  classi- 
fication is  based  on  the  analyses  made  during  the  whole  year,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


Isaac  Alger,  I and  II 
Christopher  Bauer,  I and  II 
J.  K.  Bliss,  II  and  III 
William  Bowen,  II  and  III 
Mrs.  Cobb,  II  and  III 
Perle  Cole,  II  and  III 
Fred  Cooper,  I and  II 
Charles  Fine,  II  and  III 


Joseph  Globus,  III 
H.  B.  Guimond,  III 
E.  R.  Goodwin,  III 
Kenneth  Hagberg,  II 
William  Kratsch,  I and  II 
Frank  Perry,  III  and  IV 
J.  O.  Tingley,  II 
Olof  O.  Wendell,  II  and  III 


While  I may  safely  say  that  our  department  is  second  to  none,  yet  I 
feel  that  it  is  our  duty  to  the  public  not  to  stop  here  and  let  things  become 
static.  There  is  always  room  for  more  improvement,  especially  in  these 
days  when  science  is  making  very  rapid  progress  more  and  more  enriching 
our  knowledge.  The  problem  we  are  dealing  with  is  of  tremendous  impor- 
tance and  puts  great  responsibility  on  us;  we  must  therefore  always  be  on 
the  lookout  for  what  science  may  offer  us,  so  that  we  may  be  steadily  improv- 
ing and  progressing. 

What  I want  to  suggest  now  is  that  we  make  further  improvement  in 
our  bacteriological  methods  of  analysis  by  making  a few  very  valuable  ad- 
ditions. 

While  the  physical  and  chemical  tests  of  milk  are  of  great  significance, 
they  are  by  far  not  as  important  to  the  public  health  as  the  bacteriological 
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analysis.  No  other  food  is  as  suitable  a medium' for  the  growth  of  dangerous 
bacteria  as  is  milk.  The  most  important  part  of  our  problem  is  therefore 
to  detect  these  disease-producing  germs  in  milk.  While  adding  water  to 
milk  and  skimming  off  the  cream  are  legal  offenses,  yet  they  do  not  endanger 
one’s  health,  while  the  damage  a few  invisible  typhoid  or  tubercular  germs 
may  produce  is  immense. 

Unfortunately,  unless  these  bacteria  are  present  in  large  numbers,  they 
cannot  always  be  easily  detected.  The  methods  used  are  very  tedious  and 
the  results  are  not  always  certain.  The  very  best  methods  which  were  known 
to  science  until  recently  were  very  expensive  as  they  required  the  inoculation 
of  animals,  such  as  rabbits  and  guinea  pigs.  Lately  a great  deal  of  research 
work  has  been  done  and  very  adequate  cultural  methods  have  been  devised 
for  the  detection  of  tuberculosis  and  streptococci  in  milk,  and  some  improved 
methods  for  the  detection  of  the  typhoid  bacillus.  These  methods  do  not 
require  animal  inoculation  and  work  very  efficiently  with  streptococci  and 
tubercle  bacilli.  The  new  typhoid  methods  while  not  very  adequate  yet, 
are  quite  an  improvement  over  the  old  methods  and  are  more  dependable. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I wish  to  recommend  that  we  improve  our 
system  of  bacteriological  analysis  by  adding  the  following  valuable  analyses: 

1.  Test  for  streptococci. 

2.  Test  for  bacteria. 

3.  Test  for  typhoid. 

It  is  true  that  this  extra  work  will  require  a great  deal  of  time  and  will 
be  an  additional  burden  on  us.  It  is  also  true  that  very  seldom  are  we  apt 
to  find  these  deadly  germs  in  milk  (I  hope  we  may  never  have  occasion  to 
find  them),  but  our  problem  is  the  prevention  of  diseases  and  one  disease 
discovered  in  time  and  stopped  before  it  may  do  any  considerable  damage 
to  the  public  is  worth  while  and  will  compensate  for  all  additional  work. 

S.  L.  LEIBOFF, 

Milk  Inspector. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 
TO  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Health  Department,  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Sir:— 

The  following  report  of  work  performed  by  the  Inspector  of  Plumbing 
during  the  year  1917  is  hereby  submitted. 


Permits  granted  for  plumbing  during  1917 89 

Number  of  new  buildings 9 

Number  of  plumbing  in  old  buildings 80 

Number  of  water  closets  installed 137 

Number  of  sinks  installed 100 

Number  of  wash  trays  installed 6 

Number  of  lavatories  installed 67 

Number  of  slop  sinks  installed. 3 
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Number  of  bath-tubs  installed 72 

Number  of  changes  in  work  by  order  of  Inspector 15 

Number  of  sewer  joints  inspected 65 

Number  of  consultations  with  plumbers  and  owners 22 

Number  of  registered  plumbers  in  Attleboro 27 

Number  of  inspections  made  in  plumbing 115 

Number  of  sewer  connections 41 

Number  of  urinals  installed 2 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  B.  READ. 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGHTER. 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  15,  1917. 
Dr.  R.  P.  Kent,  Health  Officer,  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: — 

I hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Slaughter  for  the  current 
year  ending  December  1,  1917. 

Slaughter  house  and  field  inspection  show  that  there  were  1070  carcasses 
dressed  and  stamped  for  food.  Cattle  256.  Hogs  620.  Calves  194. 


Condemned. 


Cattle. 

General  Tuberculosis 

Abscess  in  abdominal  cavity 

Fistula 

Tetanus 


6 

1 

1 

1 


Hogs. 

Tuberculosis 

Hog  Cholera 

Anemia 

Pneumonia 

Scab  (deep  seated) 

Calves. 

Abscess  in  lung. . . . 
Necrotic  liver. 


4 

18 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 


These  diseased  carcasses  were  disposed  of  by  rendering  after  they  had 
been  saturated  with  carbolic  acid. 

Reports  were  forwarded  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  every  three  months 
in  regard  to  slaughtering  and  inspection. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  S., 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS. 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  15,  1917. 
To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  from  December 
15,  1916,  to  December  15,  1917. 

Contagious  diseases  of  animals  under  provision  of  Chapter  90,  Section 
28,  shall  include  glanders,  farcy,  mange,  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia, 
tuberculosis,  Texas  fever,  foot  and  mouth  disease,  rinderpest,  hog  cholera, 
rabies,  anthrax  or  anthroid  diseases,  sheep  scab  and  actinomycosis. 

The  annual  inspection  was  called  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Howard,  Commissioner 
of  the  Department  of  Animal  Industry  in  the  months  of  February  and  March. 
On  inspection  of  meat  stock  there  were  found  to  be  750  cows,  184  young 
stock,  48  bulls,  4 oxen,  1100  swine,  8 sheep  and  2 goats. 

Glanders.  Two  horses  were  found  to  be  afflicted  with  glanders.  They 
were  killed  and  rendered. 

Hog  Cholera.  This  was  found  to  exist  in  two  piggeries  and  quarantine 
was  placed  on  the  same  for  forty  days. 

Rabies.  Sixteen  dogs  were  quarantined  on  suspicion  of  having  rabies. 
One  of  these  dogs  did  prove  to  be  afflicted  with  this  disease.  Three  dogs 
that  were  known  to  be  in  contact  with  this  dog  were  kept  under  quarantine 
for  ninety  days  for  observation  but  as  none  of  these  dogs  developed  rabies 
they  were  released. 

Tuberculosis.  Six  cows  on  physical  examination  proved  to  have  tuber- 
culosis. They  were  killed  and  buried.  In  each  case  the  owner  received 
compensation  from  the  Department  of  Animal  Industry. 

Tuberculine  Test.  Forty-two  milch  cows  (Interstate)  were  shipped 
into  the  City  of  Attleboro  during  the  year  and  they  were  subjected  to  the 
tuberculine  test  applied  by  me  acting  in  capacity  as  agent  of  the  Department 
of  Animal  Industry.  One  cow  reacted  and  was  killed. 

One  cow  was  found  to  exist  with  symptoms  of  actinomycosis  and  this 
cow  was  killed.  The  State  law  provides  no  compensation  for  cows  afflicted 
with  this  disease. 

Wherever  a contagious  disease  was  found  to  exist  the  owners  were  com- 
pelled to  clean  and  disinfect  their  stables. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  G., 

Inspector  of  Animals. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I would  recommend  that  ice  cutting  be  abolished  upon  the  City  water 
supply. 

I would  recommend  that  the  City  hold  two  clean-up  days  a year. 

I would  recommend  that  money  be  appropriated  for  supplies  for  the 
Dental  Clinic. 

I would  recommend  that  open  air  schools  be  established. 

RALPH  P.  KENT, 


Health  Officer. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS 


Attleboro,  Mass..  December  21,  1917. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: — 

The  Park  Commissioners  submit  herewith  their  sixteenth  annual  report 
for  the  year  1917 : 

Capron  Park  has  been  in  existence  sixteen  years.  It  ought  to  have 
been  a finished  park  at  this  date. 


Donated. 

It  was  donated  in  1901  to  the  Town  of  Attleborough  by  Everett  S. 
Capron,  Harford  Capron  and  Mrs.  Shepard  Carpenter. 


Donations. 

The  City  has  been  fortunate  in  having  some  very  substantial  donations — 
Casino  donated  by  Marsden  J.  Perry  in  1902. 

Wolfenden  fountain  donated  by  Mrs.  John  Wolfenden  in  memory  of  her 
husband,  John  Wolfenden,  in  1910. 

Fred  E.  Newell  Shelter  donated  by  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Newell  in  1911. 

Wading  Pool  and  Bath  House  donated  by  Gertrude  Hunton  Sweet  in  mem- 
ory of  her  parents  in  1917. 


Park  Commissioners. 


1901 —  Charles  M.  Robbins,  C.  P.  Keeler,  H.  A.  Clark. 

1902 —  Charles  M.  Robbins,  C.  P.  Keeler,  H.  A.  Clark. 

1903 —  Charles  M.  Robbins,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1904 —  Charles  M.  Robbins,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1905 —  Charles  M.  Robbins,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1906 —  Charles  M.  Robbins,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1907—  S.  D.  Bushee,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Bliss  at  Sea  Breeze,  Florida, 
remained  unfilled  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

1908—  S.  D.  Bushee,  James  E.  Blake,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1909—  S.  D.  Bushee,  James  E.  Blake,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1910—  S.  D.  Bushee,  James  E.  Blake,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1911—  S.  D.  Bushee,  James  E.  Blake,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1912—  S.  D.  Bushee,  James  E.  Blake,  Karl  H.  Hyde. 

1913 —  S.  D.  Bushee,  Charles  A.  Mooers,  Carlton  Nerney. 

1914 —  S.  D.  Bushee,  John  E.  Anderson,  Carlton  Nerney. 

1915 —  S.  D.  Bushee,  John  E.  Anderson,  Charles  A.  Mooers. 

1916 —  S.  D.  Bushee,  John  E.  Anderson,  Charles  A.  Mooers. 

1917 —  S.  D.  Bushee,  John  E.  Anderson,  Charles  A.  Mooers. 
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There  has  been  but  very  little  clone  in  the  way  of  permanent  improve- 
ments this  year.  The  most  extensive  work  done  in  that  line  was  on  the 
playground.  It  was  a greater  undertaking  than  we  anticipated  owing  to 
the  amount  of  material  that  had  to  be  handled.  There  is  a great  deal  of 
work  to  be  done.  We  should  like  to  finish  and  get  the  seed  in  the  ground 
as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring  of  1918.  The  improvement  will  be  well 
worth  the  cost. 

We  worked  up  to  December  8th.  November  15th  we  commenced 
grubbing  out  stone  and  stumps  on  the  greater  portion  of  the  ground  east 
of  Wading  Pool.  The  work  was  done  in  a thorough  manner.  It  was  seeded 
and  protected  with  a good  mulching  of  coarse  dressing.  There  was  about 
one-half  acre  grubbed  above  the  animal  house  which  will  be  seeded  in  the 
Spring. 

One  thousand  dollars  does  not  go  very  far  at  Capron  Park  owing  to 
conditions.  There  are  a lot  of  improvements  that  ought  to  be  made  and  of 
course  the  longer  they  are  left  unattended  to  the  greater  the  cost.  We  have 
not  sufficient  funds  to  make  permanent  improvements  to  any  great  extent. 
The  Park  has  been  run  as  economically  as  possible,  but  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  avoid  an  overdraw  with  the  money  at  our  disposal. 

The  improved  portion  of  the  Park  is  in  a presentable  condition  for  the 
Winter. 

The  Park  is  becoming  more  popular;  the  general  upkeep  has  continued 
quite  praiseworthy  and  most  favorably  commented  on  by  the  general  public 
and  transient  visitors. 

There  were  two  picnics  in  1917  where  there  was  one  in  1916.  We  had 
three  on  one  day.  The  majority  of  picnickers  leave  things  in  a deplorable 
condition.  The  Commissioners  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  issue  picnic 
permits  at  $1 .00  each,  which  must  be  obtained  in  advance.  Picnickers  are  re- 
quested before  leaving  the  grounds  to  gather  all  rubbish  left  by  them,  and 
deposit  same  in  receptacles  furnished  for  this  purpose.  The  $1 .00  will  be  re- 
turned if  parties  comply  with  above  requirements. 

Vandalism. 

The  Park  Department  are  having  a great  deal  of  trouble  with  vandalism. 
It  would  take  too  much  space  to  mention  all  the  mischievous  acts,  but  they 
took  rocks  and  broke  off  drinking  fountains  at  the  Shelter  House.  Several 
times  during  the  summer  they  destroyed  the  toilet  paper — one  day  they 
were  fully  supplied,  and  the  next  day  it  was  all  over  the  floor.  If  left  alone 
it  would  have  lasted  one  week  or  more. 

Drives. 

The  drives  will  have  to  be  redressed  the  coming  summer.  They  have 
been  quite  satisfactory  up  to  1916.  They  were  built  in  1909  and  1910,  and 
if  no  attention  is  given  them  during  the  coming  iyear,  it  will  take  twice  the 
material,  which  means  twice  the  expense. 

Rand  Concerts. 

The  Band  Concerts  were  well  attended  and  greatly  appreciated. 

In  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  good  music  has  been  fostered  and  encouraged, 
126  band  concerts  having  been  rendered  at  a cost  of  $20,935.07. 

Bond  Issue. 

It  has  been  recommended  several  times  by  some  of  our  former  Park 
Commissioners  that  a lump  sum  to  the  amount  of  $20,000  be  appropriated 
issuing  bonds.  Your  Park  Commissioners  think  it  would  be  much  better 
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and  more  economical  for  all  concerned  to  have  an  especial  appropriation  for 
permanent  improvements  to  the  amount  of  $3000  or  $4000  each  year  until 
the  Park  is  finished.  If  it  felt  so  disposed  the  City  could  furnish  the  ways 
and  means  and  not  feel  it.  The  fact  is  we  want  a Park  that  will  benefit  this 
generation.  If  the  City  would  adopt  the  above  recommendations  we  would 
have  in  a very  short  time  a park  worthy  of  the  same — a park  that  the  citizens 
would  be  proud  to  call  our  Park.  It  would  be  one  of  the  best  investments 
the  City  ever  made,  looking  at  it  in  a financial  way. 


Finance. 

Nearly  all  parks  are  financed  by  bond  issues.  Minneapolis  $300,000.00 
Improvement  Bond  Issue — $100,000.00  sold  in  1909,  $100,000.00  sold  in 
1910  and  $100,000.00  in  1911. 

Seattle  has  an  Improvement  Bond  Issue  of  1913  for  $375,000  .00.  An- 
nual maintenance  cost,  $191,000.00.  They  think  it  is  a creditable  showing 
compared  with  the  records  of  other  cities. 

A beautiful  city  in  which  the  health  and  comfort  of  its  citizens  are  looked 
after  attracts  desirable  people  and  tax  payers.  Cities  frequently  offer  in- 
ducements to  manufacturers  in  the  way  of  land  for  factories,  but  manufac- 
turers are  not  content  merely  with  favorably  situated  and  low  priced  factory 
sites;  they  desire  beautiful  locations  for  their  homes;  agreeable  and  healthy 
surroundings  and  recreations  facilities  for  their  families  and  friends;  and  an 
environment  which  will  foster  the  health  and  happiness  and  contentment 
of  their  operatives. 


Wading  Pool. 

The  most  popular  feature  of  the  playgrounds  during  the  hot  days  was 
undoubtedly  the  wading  pool.  It  was  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  see  one 
hundred  at  a time  enjoying  the  refreshing  coolness  of  the  water. 


Granolithic  Walk. 

The  granolithic  walk  was  laid  from  the  Park  entrance  as  far  as  the  foun- 
tain. 

In  the  spring  the  ground  in  front  of  the  Casino  will  have  to  be  graded 
to  conform  with  sidewalk. 


Needed  Improvements. 

Next  year  the  Casino  will  have  to  be  shingled. 

There  are  places  in  the  Park  where  there  ought  to  be  paved  gutters. 
This  would  save  a lot  of  needless  expense. 

The  animal  house  was  painted  with  two  coats  of  paint,  the  Shelter  House 
gutters  were  painted  inside  and  out. 

Again  your  Park  Commissioners  want  to  impress  upon  the  Finance 
Committee  the  necessity  of  furnishing  a greater  amount  for  permanent  im- 
provements. The  unimproved  portion  of  the  work  is  growing  into  woods. 

Needs. 

Other  departments  have  their  needs  supplied — why  not  Capron  Park? 
The  Park  is  more  exposed  than  other  City  Departments — people  can  see  for 
themselves  what  is  being  done,  they  do  not  have  to  be  told.  If  Attleboro 
was  a one-horse  town  it  would  not  seem  quite  so  ridiculous  to  let  it  remain 
in  its  present  condition,  but  Attleboro  is  a thriving  city,  up-to-date  in  all 
departments — (that  is,  all  but  Capron  Park). 
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Permanent  Improvements. 

If  the  Commissioners  could  have  an  appropriation  of  $3000  each  year 
for  the  next  five  years  for  permanent  improvements  only,  the  City  would 
have  a finished  Park  in  1922.  The  Work  will  have  to  be  done  but  once — it 
is  not  economy  to  put  off  these  improvements. 

Visitors. 

Last  summer  it  was  surprising  to  see  the  number  of  automobiles  which 
drive  around  the  circuit  occupied  by  strangers.  When  the  Park  is  finished 
visitors  from  Boston  and  other  places  will  be  justified  in  saying  that  Attleboro 
has  a beautiful  Park — it  will  be  a great  “ad”  for  Attleboro.  The  amount 
of  money  the  Commissioners  call  for  is  a drop  in  the  bucket  compared  to 
other  cities.  The  amount  of  money  called  for  is  not  large  considering  the 
high  price  of  material,  labor,  etc. — labor  has  advanced — grain  has  doubled 
in  price.  Three  years  ago  a building  could  be  painted  for  one-half  of  what 
it  now  costs. 

In  1910  labor  in  the  Park  was  at  the  rate  of  20c  per  hour. 

In  1911  labor  in  the  Park  was  at  the  rate  of  22c  per  hour. 

Ten  cords  of  dressing  for  Park  at  $4.50,  $45.00 — today  it  is  double 
that  amount. 

Donations. 


Patrick  Nerney 1 goose 

W.  H.  Chadbourne 2 rabbits 

James  Martin 1 rabbit 

Mr.  Waugh 1 rabbit 


Mrs.  William  Cobb  loaned  3 geese  for  the  summer. 

The  Park  Commissioners  want  to  improve  the  Island  and  build  a rustic 
bridge  leading  from  the  drive  to  the  same.  We  also  want  to  clean  a side  hill 
above  the  lake  which  will  be  an  expensive  undertaking.  It  is  an  extremely 
rough  piece  of  ground — very  uneven  and  paved  with  stone.  It  will  cost  at 
least  $500  to  get  it  into  shape  for  plants. 

There  ought  to  be  some  grading  done  on  Dennis  Street,  and  also  many 
other  needed  improvements. 

It  will  probably  cost  about  $400  to  complete  the  playground. 

Inspection. 

About  the  middle  of  November  the  Mayor,  City  Council  and  Finance 
Committee  visited  the  Park.  They  spent  about  two  hours  there,  taking  in 
the  situation  thoroughly.  They  seemed  well  pleased  eith  the  improved 
portion. 

The  Park  Commissioners  recommend  the  .same  amount — five  hundred 
($500  .00)  dollars  to  be  appropriated  for  Fourth  of  July  celebration  for  1918 

Respectfully  submitted 

CHARLES  A.  MOOERS,  Chairman, 
JOHN  E.  ANDERSON,  Secretary, 
SOLON  D.  BUSHEE,  Treasurer. 

Park  Commissioners. 

The  Park  Commissioners  ask  for  a appropriation  of  seven  thousand 


dollars  ($7000)  for  the  year  1918. 

For  permanent  improvements $3,000.00 

For  maintenance 3,700.00 

For  band  concerts 300.00 


$7,000.00 
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Inventory  of  Capron  Park  Property. 

Value  of  Park  land — 40  acres $25,000.00 

Buildings — 

Newell  Shelter 6,500.00 

Animal  House  800.00 

Casino  4,000.00 

Tool  House  200.00 

Band  Stand  500.00 

Fountain  800.00 

Wading  Pool 800.00 

Bath  House  500.00 

Rustic  House  25.00 

One-horse  tip  cart 100.00 

Wheelbarrow  7.00 

Push  cart  10.00 

Heavy  and  light  rollers 15.00 

Three  sieves  10.00 

Rubber  Hose  and  reel 35.00 

Receptacles  12.00 

Grind  stone  6.00 

Shelter  seats  30.00 

Park  seats  30.00 

Lawn  mowers  20.00 

Tools  20.00 

Geese  and  ducks 15.00 

One  Pea  Fowl 10.00 

Pigeons  8.00 

Fancy  and  other  rabbits 20.00 

Guinea  Pigs  2.00 

Pots  and  seed  boxes 15.00 

Fertilizer  20.00 

Swings  5.00 

Teeter  Boards  15.00 

Playground  apparatus  60.00 

Hot  bed  frame  and  sash 15.00 

Miscellaneous  10.00 


$39,615.00 

REPORT  OF  WORK  DONE  ON  THE  ATTLEBORO  PLAYGROUNDS 
DURING  JULY  AND  AUGUST,  1917. 

The  following  report  is  a condensed  summary  of  the  various  ac- 
tivities conducted  on  the  various  playgrounds  in  Attleboro  during  the 
1917  summer  season.  There  were  practically  three  playgrounds  un- 
der supervision,  Capron  Park,  Bungay  Lot  and  Brady  Field.  The  lat- 
ter field  was  procured  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Brady  and  Mr. 
Saart  who  were  interested  through  the  efforts  of  Mayor  Sweet.  The 
work  was  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Newell,  Mr.  Whittemore  and 
myself.  There  was  also  a splendid  corps  of  volunteer  leaders  composed 
of  the  older  boys  and  girls  at  Capron  Park. 

Playground  Baseball  League. 

A very  decided  success.  This  year  five  teams  entered  the  league: 
The  Crescents,  Pastimes,  Trinitys,  Tigers  and  Celtics.  The  teams 
finished  in  the  order  named  and  in  order  to  get  an  idea  of  the  close- 
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ness  of  the  race,  the  last  game  of  the  season  decided  the  winners.  A 
neat  pin  symbolic  of  the  championship  was  presented  to  each  of  the 
Crescents  at  the  closing  festival  on  Labor  Day.  The  boys  made  it 
their  business  to  take  good  care  of  the  field  at  all  times,  and  the  con- 
duct during  the  games  was  exceptionally  fine.  The  league  extends  a 
heartfelt  vote  of  thanks  to  the  men  who  made  the  use  of  the  field 
possible. 

Wading  Pool. 

During  the  sweltering  weather  there  was  hardly  a more  popular 
place  than  the  wading  pool,  newly  installed  at  Capron  Park.  Some 
days  the  attendance  in  the  pool  reached  the  300  mark,  and  it  became 
necessary  after  the  first  week  to  divide  the  time  so  that  there  were 
separate  hours  for  girls  and  boys.  Not  a few  of  the  children  learned 
to  swim  in  the  deep  end  of  the  pool.  The  slat  paths,  benches  and  sand 
pits  around  the  pool  which  because  of  necessity  were  afterwards  added 
to  the  equipment  met  with  much  favor  from  the  spectators  as  well  as 
those  who  made  use  of  the  pool.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  supervisor 
a ventilator  was  afterwards  built  on  top  of  the  building  used  as  a 
dressing  room,  and  was  the  means  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  air 
in  the  rooms.  It  is  recommended  that  next  year  two  garbage  cans  be 
placed,  one  on  each  side  of  the  pool  as  a throwing  of  refuse  into  the 
water  was  a constant  source  of  annoyance.  There  should  also  be  a 
better  arrangement  for  the  checking  of  the  children's  clothes. 

Hikes  and  T rips. 

Every  one  of  these  brought  out  a goodly  number  of  children.  At 
least  one  and  sometimes  two  or  three  were  conducted  every  week. 
These  consisted  of  overnight  hikes,  trips  into  the  woods  for  a day, 
swims  in  Bungay  Lake,  and  berry  picking  expeditions.  There  were 
also  several  canoe  trips  for  the  girls. 

Industrial  Work. 

This  consisted  of  raffia  work  and  basketry;  also  needle  work  and 
the  like.  Some  of  the  creations  were  very  fine  indeed,  and  brought 
forth  the  commendation  of  the  visitors  to  the  Park  on  Labor  Day.  The 
work  was  exhibited  on  a long  table  set  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the 
Shelter  House.  Prizes  were  presented  to  the  children  who  had  done 
the  best  work  during  the  year.  The  judges  awarded  first  prize  to 
Alice  Cloutier  whose  basket  was  a very  remarkable  piece'  of  work. 


Athletic  Meets,  Outings,  Etc. 

Aside  from  the  regular  track  and  field  practice  held  daily  at  the 
playgrounds  there  were  three  meets  scheduled  during  the  season.  The 
first  of  these  was  held  on  July  4th  with  an  entry  list  of  about  100. 
All  the  events  were  hotly  contested  as  were  those  held  in  connection 
with  the  Lake  Pearl  outing.  At  the  latter  affair  there  was  a swim  for 
all  in  the  morning  and  another  in  Lake  Archer  later  in  the  day.  The 
big  closing  festival  held  on  Labor  Day  was  a great  success  from  both 
the  spectators’  as  well  as  the  participants’  standpoint.  A great  va- 
riety of  activities  were  included  in  the  day’s  program.  Some  of  which 
were  the  18-hole  final  golf  championship  for  boys  under  17,  aquatic 
events  in  the  pool  for  boys  and  girls,  a baseball  game  between  the 
champion  boys’  and  girls’  teams  of  Capron  Park  and  another  between 
the  Crescents,  winners  of  the  playground  league  pennant,  and  a team 
composed  of  picked  players  from  the  other  four  teams.  A number  of 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


95 


exciting  bicycle  races  closed  the  morning’s  program.  In  the  after- 
noon a series  of  interesting  athletic  events  were  run  off  in  which  a 
large  number  of  entrants  participated.  These  were  followed  by  sev- 
eral folk  dances  including  a Maypole  jamboree.  The  specialties  in 
connection  with  the  dances  were  an  Irish  lilt,  Scotch  fling,  and  the 
sailor’s  hornpipe.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  program  all  the  prizes  for 
the  day  were  presented  in  the  Shelter  House. 

Much  credit  for  the  success  of  the  summer  work  is  due  Miss 
Newell,  Mr.  Whittemore,  the  Park  Commissioners  and  others  who 
gave  of  their  ideas  and  service.  Some  of  the  apparatus  which  remains 
in  good  condition  has  been  stored  in  the  apparatus  house  at  Capron 
Park.  There  are  also  several  articles  belonging  the  playground  stored 
in  the  office  of  the  physical  director  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  KREHER, 


Supervisor. 
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PLANNING  BOARD 


To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  City  Coun- 
cil of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen:  — 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  494  of  Massachusetts  Statutes,  the 
Attleboro  City  Planning  Board  herewith  submits  its  third  annual  re- 
port. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  for  1917  was  held  on  January  16th. 

Organization  was  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  first  activity  of  the  year  was  in  conjunction  with  the  Food 
Conservation  Committee  in  regard  to  home  gardens. 

Through  our  efforts  many  more  acres  than  ever  before  were  used 
for  garden  purposes  in  the  City. 

In  connection  with  this  work  the  Public  Works  Department  aided 
in  having  the  plowing  done  for  most  of  these  gardens. 

As  a result  of  the  care  and  attention  given  these  gardens  extra 
fine  crops  were  raised  by  many. 

The  Board  also  had  charge  of  the  distribution  of  fifty  bushels  of 
potatoes  donated  to  amateur  gardeners  by  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Sweet. 

At  the  close  of  the  garden  season  an  exhibition  of  the  harvest  was 
held  in  Bliss  School  Hall,  and  this  Board  donated  $15.00  toward  prizes 
to  be  awarded  those  who  obtained  the  best  results. 

Early  in  May  the  annual  Clean  Up  Week  was  held  with  the  usual 
splendid  results. 

At  this  time  we  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  citizens 
of  Attleboro  to  the  great  improvements  which  are  noticeable  since  the 
widening  of  Union  Street. 

This  Board  was  the  first  to  recommend  that  this  street  be  widened, 
and  we  feel  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  Public  Works 
Department  for  their  splendid  accomplishment. 

Acting  in  accordance  with  our  last  year’s  recommendation  the 
City  obtained  from  the  Attleboro  Steam  & Electric  Company  a new 
schedule  for  street  lighting,  so  that  we  are  now  getting  our  streets 
lighted  every  night  until  one-thirty  o’clock,  whereas  in  previous  years 
the  streets  were  lighted  on  a so-called  moonlight  schedule,  and  many 
nights  the  streets  were  without  lights. 

The  following  are  our  recommendations  for  this  year:  — 


No.  1.  South  Main  Street. 

We  again  recommend  that  South  Main  Street  be  widened  from 
Park  Street  to  Mill  Street  so  that  it  will  be  approximately  35  feet  from 
curb  to  curb  instead  of  27  feet  as  now  laid  out. 

The  appended  cut  at  the  close  of  this  report  shows  plainly  the 
improvements  proposed. 
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No.  2.  Monument  Square. 

We  again  recommend  that  Monument  Square  be  laid  out  as  a one-way 
thoroughfare.  At  present  there  are  no  traffic  restrictions  in  this  area,  and 
there  are  many  narrow  escapes  from  serious  accidents  occurring  almost  daily. 


No.  3.  Board  of  Survey. 

We  again  recommend  that  the  Council  appoint  a Board  of  Survey  in 
accordance  with  provisions  of  Chapter  190,  of  the  Acts  of  1916. 

The  functions  of  a Board  of  Survey  are  to  supervise  the  laying  out  and 
the  construction  of  new  streets  so  as  to  properly  plan  for  future  growth  and 
development. 


No.  4.  Playgrounds. 

We  recommend  that  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  have  charge 
of  all  playgrounds,  and  be  empowered  to  make  arangements  for  additional 
playgrounds  as  needed. 

No.  5.  Cliff  Street. 

We  again  recommend  that  Cliff  Street  be  extended  to  Hayward  Street, 
and  a bridge  erected  over  the  river. 

This  street  would  be  used  extensively  by  working  people  going  to  the 
factories,  by  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  High  School,  and  by  the  delivery 
wagons  of  our  merchants. 


No.  6.  Olive  Street. 

We  recommend  that  the  poles  at  the  corner  of  Olive  and  Ellis  Streets 
be  relocated.  At  present  these  poles  are  a menace  to  traffic,  and  they  can 
be  relocated  so  as  to  make  the  street  much  safer  for  public  travel. 


No.  7.  Mill  Street  Switch. 

We  recommend  that  the  Council  call  the  attention  of  the  Interstate 
Railroad  Company  to  the  congestion  on  Mill  Street  caused  by  their  cars 
standing  on  the  switch  often  for  half  an  hour  at  a time. 

Out  of  our  appropriation  of  $100.00  voted  by  the  Council  we  have  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $20  .46,  and  for  the  ensuing  year  we  would  request  the 
same  appropriation,  namely  $100  .00. 

The  regular  meetings  of  this  Board  are  held  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month,  and  the  public  are  always  welcome. 

We  wish  to  thank  the,  Mayor,  the  Council,  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment and  the  newspapers  for  the  many  courtesies  they  have  extended  to  us. 

JOSEPH  FINBERG,  Chairman. 

GEORGE  A.  SWEENEY,  Secretary. 

RAYMOND  M.  HORTON. 

MILFORD  E.  BLISS. 

MRS.  JOSEPHINE  HAMMOND. 

MRS.  MARY  G.  MULLALY. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro. 

Gentlemen : — 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration,  my  second  report  as  Chief  of 
the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1917. 

Organization  of  the  Police  Department  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  as 
follows: — 


Chief  of  Police. 

Edmond  H.  Gingras 

Lieutenant 

Terence  E.  Fanagan 

Patrolmen 


Arthur  F.  Gaffney, 
John  Bora, 

William  J.  Sargeant, 
Edward  E.  Gobin, 


William  D.  Norwood, 
Albert  E.  Sears, 
Franklin  McKay, 
Raymond  A.  Quinley 


Reserve  Officers. 

J.  Harry  Musick, 


Louis  J.  Fourier, 


Alfred  Pollard. 
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During  the  year  1917  the  Police  Department  made  five  hundred  and 
sixty-two  arrests  for  the  following  crimes  and  misdemeanors: 


Male  Female  Total 


Assault  and  battery 18 

Assault  to  rape 1 

Assault  with  dangerous  weapon 4 

Assault  on  officer 1 

Abandonment  of  family 2 

Abandonment  of  child 0 

Adultery 1 

Arson 1 

Auto  law,  violation  of 39 

Beaking,  entering  and  larceny 2 

Bastardy 3 

City  Ordinance,  violation  of 8 

Concealing  property  held  on  conditional  sale 1 

Carrying  concealed  weapon 1 

Carrying  revolver  without  permit 1 

Cruelty  to  animals 7 

Contempt  of  Court 1 

Drunkenness 212 

Disturbance  of  the  peace 22 

Delinquent  children 11 

Discrimination  on  account  of  color 1 

Discharging  revolver  on  Sabbath 1 

Evading  car-fare 3 

Fortune-telling 0 

Food  laws,  violation  of 10 

Fornication 2 

Forgery  of  endorsement 1 

Fugitive  from  justice 1 

Failing  to  send  child  to  school 0 

Habitual  truant 1 

Indecent  exposure 1 

Larceny  in  a building 2 

Larceny 37 

Liquor  laws,  violation  of 35 

Labor  laws,  violation  of 1 

Lewd  and  lascivious  conduct 1 

Lewd  and  lascivious  co-habitation 2 

Lewdness 0 

Malicious  mischief 6 

Manslaughter 1 

Making  false  affidavit 1 

Marrying  person  without  proper  notice  of  intention  . 1 

Marrying  minor  without  consent  of  guardian 1 

Neglect  to  provide  for  family 22 

Neglected  children 7 

Neglect  of  child 1 

Obtaining  endorsement  by  fase  pretense 1 

Probation,  violation  of 10 

Riding  in  freight  car 18 

Ringing  in  false  fire  alarm 6 

Receiving  stolen  property 1 

Selling  leased  property 1 

Stubborn  child 2 


1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


19 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

39 

2 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

214 

23 

11 

1 

1 

3 


3 

10 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

40 

35 

1 

2 

4 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 

22 

12 

2 

1 

10 

18 

6 

1 

1 

2 
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Tampering  with  fire  alarm 1 0 

Treating  U.  S.  Flag  contemptuously 1 0 

Taking  auto  without  right 1 0 

Trepass  on  railroad 6 0 

Tramp 12  0 

Throwing  glass  in  public  street 1 0 

Uttering  forged  instrument 1 0 

Vagrancy 1 0 


1 

1 

1 

6 

12 

1 

1 

1 


Total 


538  24  562 


Of  this  number  of  arrests  only  19%  were  made  by  the  regular  patrol- 
men showing  that  the  bulk  of  the  work  of  this  nature  is  done  by  officers  con- 
nected with  the  Chief’s  office.  The  department  has  prosecuted  twenty-four 
cases  of  abandonment  and  neglect  to  provide  for  families.  Many  of  these 
arrests  were  made  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  local  Court  and  in  some  cases 
the  delinquents  were  found  only  after  persistent  search  in  other  states.  Offi- 
cer Gobin,  the  day  man  at  the  Station,  has  done  exceptionally  good  work  on 
cases  of  this  character,  and  I take  this  opportunity  to  commend  him  for  his 
work. 

By  appointing  Patrolman  Flanagan  to  the  office  of  Lieutenant  a needed 
increase  was  made  in  the  office  force  making  it  possible  to  have  an  extra  man 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening  to  leave  in  charge  in  case  I am  absent,  also 
giving  the  department  better  opportunity  for  investigating  complaints. 

Most  of  the  cases  and  complaints  which  require  investigating  are  looked 
after  by  the  two  last  named  officers.  This  class  of  work  being  different  than 
the  routine  duties  performed  by  the  patrolmen  and  requires  the  services  of 
a man  with  a better  inside  knowledge  of  police  work  than  the  average  police- 
man. In  a good  many  cases  they  are  obliged  to  work  overtime,  sometimes 
till  late  in  the  night  without  extra  compensation.  I think  this  matter  should 
be  considered  and  an  increase  in  wages  be  granted  these  officers. 

The  appointment  of  a Lieutenant  took  one  man  from  the  regular  night 
force  which  vacancy  has  not  as  yet  been  filled. 

One  man  has  been  covering  two  routes  on  a bicycle.  This  has  worked 
quite  satisfactorily  when  good  weather  prevails,  although  both  routes  were 
shortened  considerably,  leaving  some  territory  unprotected  in  order  to  enable 
the  officer  to  patrol  these  routes  as  often  as  possible.  This  should  be  remedied 
as  soon  as  possible  by  the  appointment  of  one  more  regular  patrolmen. 


I cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  need  of  a regular  patrolman  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  City.  This  section  is  not  patrolled  at  any  time  except  on 
Saturday  nights  and  Sundays  when  an  officer  is  detailed  for  duty  there.  The 
great  amount  of  valuable  property,  the  heavy  traffic  on  Washington  Street 
and  the  close  proximity  to  the  Pawtucket  and  Cumberland  saloons  is  enough 
in  itself  to  require  the  services  of  a regular  patrolmen  seven  days  a week.  1 
recommend  the  appointment  of  an  additional  regular  patrolman  to  do  duty 
in  this  section  of  the  City. 

I recommend  the  appointment  of  an  additional  patrolman  for  duty 
during  the  daytime.  This  will  make  possible  the  patrolling  of  streets  out- 
side of  the  center  not  reached  by  the  day  officer. 

I recommend  disposing  of  the  Overland  car  now  in  use  by  the  depart- 
ment, not  only  for  economic  reasons,  as  well  as  its  inability  to  perform  the 
services  required  by  the  Police  Department.  It  has  been  very  clearly  .demon- 
strated on  several  occasions  in  answering  emergency  calls  that  this  car  is  not 
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fast  nor  heavy  enough  for  the  work.  It  has  defects  which  make  it  dangerous 
for  the  occupants  as  well  as  other  users  of  the  public  way. 

I recommend  installing  at  least  two  telephone  boxes  on  each  route  to 
be  operated  from  a switch  board  in  the  Station.  Officers  will  be  required  to 
call  in  at  stated  times  during  the  night  so  that  a record  can  be  made  of  their 
work.  This  is  the  only  method  that  will  ensure  proper  patrolling  of  the  streets. 
The  expense  connected  with  this  would  not  be  very  large  and  would  repay 
the  City  in  many  ways.  Installing  a system  such  as  is  used  in  other  cities 
would  be  a big  expense  and  should  be  deferred  until  such  time  as  the  City 
sees  fit  to  erect  a permanent  Police  Station. 

I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  salary  paid  to  your  Chief  of  Police 
and  compare  the  same  with  cities  and  towns  of  like  size.  Under  present 
conditions  it  is  not  adequate  compensation  for  the  officer  and  I respectfully 
ask  that  an  increase  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  made  to  take  effect  January  1 
1918. 

I recommend  the  appropriation  of  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  1918, 
plus  the  cost  of  installing  telephone  boxes.  Following  is  a list  of  estimated 
expenses  for  1918: 


Salary  of  Chief  of  Police $1,300  .00 

Salary  of  Lieutenant 1,100.00 

Wages  of  eight  patrolmen 8,585  .00 

Ten  officers,  two  days  off  a month  with  pay 600  .00 

Ten  officers,  two  weeks’  vacation  with  pay 350  .00 

Three  additional  patrolmen,  at  $910  .00 2,730  .00 

Three  additional  patrolmen,  two  days  off  in  30 180  .00 

Hebronville  and  Dodgeville  patrol 200 .00 

Lockup  keeper  and  care  of  lockup 200 .00 

Rent  of  Police  Station 900.00 

Automobile  insurance 381  .00 

Estimated  Court  Fees  for  1918 800.00 

Maintenance  of  two  autos  including  washing 1,150.00 

Providence  Telephone  Company 175.00 

Electricity  for  one  year 150  .00 

Police  Station  incidentals 150.00 

Extra  Police  services 125  .00 

Upkeep  of  motorcycle 75.00 

Rent  of  Bates  & Bacon  garage 96  .00 

Water  and  rent  of  meter 50.00 

Amount  required  for  increase  in  wages 200  .00 


$19,497.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EDMOND  H.  GINGRAS, 


Chief  of  Police 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


January  25,  1918. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 

Gentlemen : — 

The  Attleboro  Public  Library  has  just  passed  probably  its  most  active 
year  of  service.  This  has  been  caused  by  the  changing  demands  on  the 
Library  which  have  so  clearly  reflected  the  nature  of  Attleboro’s  and  our 
nation’s  thoughts.  This  is  plainly  shown  by  the  large  increase  in  the  Library’s 
circulation  of  books,  classed  as  non-fiction  that  deal  with  the  more  serious 
things  of  life,  such  as  religion,  sociology,  philosophy,  useful  arts,  etc.,  as  well 
as  the  large  circulation  of  gardening  books  in  the  spring  and  food  conserva- 
tion of  literature  in  the  fall.  Since  the  United  States’  entry  into  the  war, 
another  element  has  become  most  evident,  namely,  military  information  of 
all  kinds.  All  of  these  reading  desires  on  the  part  of  Attleboro’s  public,  the 
Library  has  not  only  responded  to  splendidly,  but  endeavored  to  anticipate 
and  encourage,  as  will  be  noted  in  detail  in  a most  interesting  annual  report 
to  the  Trustees  by  Miss  Claflin  as  Librarian,  which  is  attached  hereto. 

The  Library  like  all  other  institutions  is  confronted  for  the  ensuing 
year  by  a considerable  increase  in  its  probable  expenses.  Coal  alone  will 
represent  an  increase  in  our  budget  of  at  least  $400,  while  the  ever  increasing 
cost  of  books,  magazines,  library  equipment  and  materials,  as  well  as  book 
bindings,  is  disconcerting.  This  large  increase  in  the  coal  item  is  the  result 
not  only  of  unusual  fuel  cost  but  increased  consumption  due  to  the  heating 
of  the  new  children’s  room,  also  the  upper  floor,  which  has  been  used  exten- 
sively by  the  Surgical  Dressing  Committees.  The  children’s  room  was 
opened  in  April,  1917,  and  its  value  has  been  increasingly  apparent.  Not 
only  have  more  children  visited  the  Library,  but  the  scope  of  the  work  in 
their  department  has  been  greatly  broadened. 

Upon  referring  to  our  Treasurer’s  report  you  will  note  that  we  have  a 
considerable  balance  remaining  from  our  1917  appropriation.  This  is  ac- 
counted for  by  our  coal  supply  instead  of  being  purchased  and  delivered  in 
the  summer  for  the  year  as  usual,  has  been  procured  from  week  to  week  in 
small  lots,  leaving  at  this  time,  fifty  or  more  tons  to  be  purchased  to  carry 
us  through  the  winter.  v 

The  Trustees  after  a most  careful  consideration  of  the  situation  not 
forgetting  the  need  of  municipal  economy,  believe  that  an  appropriation  of 
$8000  from  the  City  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  keep  the  Library 
able  efficiency  during  the  year  1918,  a year  portentous  with  national  and 
international  developments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Public  Library. 

JOSEPH  L.  SWEET,  Chairman 
LEONARD  I.  LAMB, 

thomas  e.  McCaffrey, 

ELI/ABETH  J.  WILMARTH, 
ELEANOR  S.  CARPENTER, 
CHARLES  S.  HOLDEN, 

MARK  E.  ROWE, 

IRENE  T.  HILL, 

RAYMOND  M.  HORTON. 
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January  1,  1918. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library: 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1917. 

A year  ago,  in  the  midst  of  a war  in  which  America  was  not  then  in- 
volved, the  public  library  was  proclaimed  an  “international  instrument  for 
the  preservation  of  peace.”  Today,  the  abnormal  situation  as  a result  of 
which  our  country  now  finds  itself  a part  of  the  great  conflict  is  reflected  in 
the  unusual  features  noticeable  in  the  work  of  the  library  during  1917. 
Among  the  abnormal  features  which  have  affected  the  work  of  the  library, 
the  constantly  mounting  prices  for  periodicals,  books,  binding,  and  supplies 
have  importantly  figured.  As  a result,  a total  of  only  1370  books  have 
been  added  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1433  in  1916,  while  the  acquis- 
ition of  really  needed  magazines  and  supplies  has  suffered  a like  reduction. 
The  complete  record  of  accessions  and  withdrawals  follows: 


Books  in  library  Jan.  1,  1917 19,903 

Volumes  added  during  1917 1,370 

Volumes  withdrawn 129 

Volumes  replaced 104 

Actual  number  of  books  in  library  Jan.  1,  1918 21,273 


Registration. 

The  new  registration  begun  in  June  1916  has  been  continued  and  an 
additional  915  borrowers  have  been  listed  since  the  library’s  last  annual 
report. 

On  January  1,  1918,  the  total  number  of  borrowers  registered  was  3249. 


Number  of  cards  cancelled  since  Jan.  1,  1917 81 

Total  number  of  borrowers  Jan.  1,  1918 3168 


Books  Lent. 

With  America’s  final  entry  into,  and  the  public’s  increased  interest  in, 
the  war,  a change  in  the  class  of  books  in  greatest  demand  at  the  library 
became  evident.  An  increase  in  thoughtful  reading  was  noticeable;  books 
on  the  war,  on  food  conservation,  military  tactics,  and  intensive  gardening 
began  to  occasion  more  interest  than  the  new  fiction  which,  in  previous  years 
had  held  first  place  in  popularity.  Today,  Empey’s  “Over  the  Top”  vies  in 
interest,  and  successfully,  with  Joseph  Lincoln’s  “Extricating  Obadiah.”  Not 
only  in  the  increased  circulation  of  war  literature  is  the  more  serious  under- 
current of  thought  engendered  by  the  war  evident,  however;  all  non-fiction 
shows  a decided  gain.  Since  fiction  reading  has  now  taken  second  place, 
with  knitting  and  surgical  dressings  work  to  the  fore,  the  fiction  circulation 
shows  a decrease,  from  49,521  in  1916  to  44,166  in  1917.  Because  of  this 
large  decrease  in  fiction-reading,  the  library’s  total  circulation  for  1917  shows 
a drop  of  769  from  the  total  of  the  previous  year.  The  new  interest  in  the 
various  forms  of  war  work,  more  general  reading  of  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines, and  the  loss  of  many  library  patrons  through  the  draft  and  other 
forms  of  government  service  have  also  contributed  to  this  decrease. 
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The  complete  circulation  figures  for  the  year  1917  follow,  with  the  cor- 
responding figures  for  the  previous  year  added  for  comparison: 


General  works.  . 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  science 

Useful  arts 

Fine  arts 

Literature 

H istory 

Travel 

Biography  .... 
Fiction 


1917 

1916 

2,372 

1,844 

447 

427 

602 

492 

4,376 

2,883 

309 

162 

1,498 

1,233 

2,095  

1,894 

1,977 

1,822 

3,447 

2,742 

2,006 

1,130 

1,664 

1,621 

1,469  

1,426 

44,166 

49,521 

66,428 


67,197 


Binding. 


Number  of  books  rebound 611 

Periodicals  bound 43 

Total 654 


Gifts. 

The  library  has  received  during  the  year  subscriptions  to  magazines 
acknowledgement  of  which  has  already  many  times  been  made. 

In  addition  the  following  gifts  of  books  have  been  made  for  which  the 
library  is  most  grateful: 

Twelve  volumes  of  juveniles  from  Mrs.  J.  E.  Straker. 

The  “Editor  Magazine,”  two  volumes  from  Mrs.  Harry  Carpenter. 

“Commercial  Atlas  of  the  World”  from  R.  F.  Simmons  Company. 

A large  collection  of  pictures,  photographs  and  post-cards  from  Miss 
Lucy  Sweet. 

Mayor  Sweet  gave  to  the  library  a very  fine  specimen  of  heron,  well 
mounted  and  preserved,  and  this  has  been  placed  in  the  Children’s  Room 
where  it  brings  delight  to  the  boys  and  girls. 


School  Work. 

The  interest  among  the  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  outlying  schools  in 
the  school  libraries  periodically  sent  them  from  the  public  library  continues. 
Individual  letters  from  the  children  to  the  librarian  have  testified  to  the 
enjoyment  which  the  boys  and  girls  find  in  these  collections. 

The  new  Children’s  Room,  well  equipped  for  efficient  service,  was  opened 
in  the  spring,  with  Miss  Blanche  Wells  as  children’s  librarian,  who  has  been 
succeeded  in  October  of  this  year  by  Miss  Dorothea  Wetherell,  an  Attleboro 
girl  and  a graduate  of  the  Summer  Course  of  Columbia  University  Library' 
School.  The  advantage  of  this  new  and  independent  Children’s  Room 
grows  more  evident  daily  in  the  increased  attendance  of  children  and  the 
accompanying  growth  in  circulation  of  children’  literature. 

Circulation  of  books  from  Children’s  Room  April  to  December,  1917, 

(months  the  new  Children’s  Room  has  been  open) 14,808 
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Circulation  of  books  from  Children’s  Department  during  corresponding 

months  of  previous  year  (before  opening  of  new  Children’s  Room) . 12,242 


Branches. 

The  High  School  Library  has  progressed  from  a state  in  which,  in  1916, 
little  more  than  a beginning  in  service  had  been  made,  to  a condition  in  which 
it  is  counted  upon  to  render  a very  definite  service  to  pupils  and  teachers 
alike.  This  success  must  be  very  largely  credited  to  the  interest  with  which 
Miss  Dorothea  Wetherell  in  the  fall  of  1917  entered  upon  her  work  as  High 
School  Librarian.  The  increase  in  circulation  of  books  at  the  High  School 
testifies  to  its  wider  service. 

A.  H.  S.  circulation,  Sept’.-Dec.,  1916  (months  when  High  School 


Library  was  open  during  1916) 920 

A.  H.  S.  circulation,  Sept. -Dec.,  1917 1,078 


The  usefulness  of  the  Dodgeville  Branch  Library  was  increased  during 
1917  by  its  removal  into  the  new  Social  Center  Building  in  which  it  now 
finds  larger,  more  attractive  quarters.  In  response  to  the  demand  for  longer 
library  hours  at  this  branch,  the  hours  of  opening  which  had  previously  been 
7-9  p.  m.  were  extended  by  three  hours,  and  the  library  is  now  open  every 
Monday  for  reading  and  for  circulation  of  books  from  4-9  p.  m. 


Picture  Collection. 

In  no  department  of  the  library’s  service  has  there  been  more  rapid 
growth  indicative  of  the  real  need  which  it  is  the  unique  purpose  of  this  col- 
lection* to  supply  than  in  the  use  of  the  Picture  Collection.  Teachers  and 
designers  especially  are  apparently  coming  more  and  more  to  a realization 
of  the  importance  which  the  free  use  of  this  growing  collection  may  have  for 
their  work.  From  a total  circulation  of  2294  pictures  loaned  in  1916,  when 
the  collection  was  first  properly  arranged  in  cabinets  designed  for  this  purpose, 
to  a total  of  5430  pictures  loaned  in  1917  is  an  unusual  increase,  not  a little 
of  which  is  due  to  the  interest  and  efficient  treatment  which  the  collection  has 
received  at  the  hands  of  Miss  Helen  Bliss,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  collec- 
tion. A branch  of  service  which  so  evidently  fills  a distinct  need  requires 
more  and  more  proper  and  systematic  treatment,  which  without  the  addition 
of  more  filing  cabinets  to  make  the  pictures  accessible,  will  be  impossible. 
The  immediate  purchase  of  several  filing  cabinets  for  this  purpose  is  there- 
fore urgently  recommended. 


Exhibits. 


Interest  has  been  encouraged  during  1917,  as  previously,  in  the  reading 
of  more  serious  literature  in  preference  to  the  light  current  fiction  which  is 
ever  all  too  popular.  An  exhibit  of  the  “Best  Books  of  the  Year,”  which 
has  now  become  a regular  feature  of  this  library’s  work,  has  met  with  sur- 
prising success  in  arousing  interest  in  the  best  literature,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  the  librarian  has  had  requests  from  library  patrons  now  as  far  away 
as  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  for  lists  of  titles  this  year  included  in  the  exhibit. 

Mr.  Whitman  Bailey  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  exhibited  for  one  week  in 
the  library  foyer  a very  interesting  collection  of  his  own  sketches  of  Rhode 
Island  scenes. 
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Library  Hall. 

Library  Hall  has  been  oftener  in  use  during  1917  than  for  several  years; 
twice,  on  January  5 and  March  13,  by  the  New  Century  Club  and  the  Pierian 
Club,  respectively;  on  April  6 for  a lecture  by  Wilson  Gill  on  “Training  for 
Citizenship  in  the  Public  Schools”  under  the  auspices  of  the  Attleboro  D. 
A.  R.  In  connection  with  the  various  forms  of  war  work  under  Special  Aid 
and  Red  Cross  direction,  the  hall  and  its  adjoining  rooms  have  been  freely 
and  constantly  used  at  large  extra  expense  to  the  library  for  heating  and 
lighting. 


The  Library’s  “Bit.” 

With  this  country’s  entry  into  war,  the  libraries  of  America  immediately 
sought  to  determine  what  might  be  their  unique  service  to  a world  in  con- 
flict. At  once,  books  on  military  art  and  science,  food  conservation,  garden- 
ing, first  aid  and  bandaging,  were  purchased  and,  as  far  as  funds  would  per- 
mit, duplicated,  and  then  extensively  advertised,  with  the  result  that  one 
week  after  being  placed  on  the  shelves,  there  was  scarcely  a military  manual 
of  any  sort  which  was  not  in  use. 

Books  on  the  war  in  all  its  phases  have  been  largely  purchased  but  limited 
funds  have  prevented  their  acquisition  in  sufficient  number  to  satisfactorily 
meet  the  large  demand. 

The  library  has  constantly  acted  as  an  agency  for  the  government  for 
the  distribution  of  educational  material  on  the  subject  of  waste,  food  con- 
servation, and  the  liberty  loans 

In  response  to  the  library’s  request  for  gifts  of  books  and  magazines 
for  the  use  of  the  men  in  the  newly-formed  cantonments,  many  books  and 
magazines  were  collected  at  the  library  and  sent  to  Camp  Devens. 

During  “Camp  Library  Week”  a successful  campaign  for  the  raising 
of  Attleboro’s  quota  of  $900  for  the  establishment  of  camp  libraries  in  the 
cantonments  of  the  country  was  waged  under  the  direction  of  a War  Library 
Council  composed  of  the  Public  Library  trustees  and  eleven  appointees.  A 
total  of  $938.15  was  raised  by  this  campaign. 


Staff 

To  find  in  a library  of  moderate  size  a staff  every  member  of  which  has 
had  special  training  for  library  work  is  unusual,  and  Attleboro  may  find 
just  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  with  Miss  Wetherell’s  successful  completion 
of  a summer  course  at  the  Columbia  University  Library  School,  the  Attleboro 
Public  Library  today  finds  it  staff  well  trained  for  better  service  to  the  city’s 
public. 

In  September  of  tfiis  year  illness  obliged  Miss  Blanche  Wells,  who  came 
to  the  library  the  previous  January  as  Children’s  Librarian,  to  tender  her 
resignation,  and  Miss  Dorothea  Wetherell  was  appointed  to  the  work  as 
head  of  the  Children’s  Department. 

Miss  Marie  Rowe,  after  the  usual  eight  weeks  of  apprenticeship  at  the 
library,  became  in  December  a regular  library  substitute. 

Conclusion. 

In  December,  1917,  the  library  feels  more  keenly  than  ever  before  its 
potentialities  for  good  in  the  midst  of  a great  world  war.  “For  we  wrestle 
not  against  flesh  and  blood  but  againsti  . . ..  spiritual  wickedness 
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in  high  places.”  “In  a war  of  the  spirit,  a spiritual  weapon  like  the  free 
library  will  prevail  mightily  to  hasten  the  moral  victory  for  which  the  world 
is  contending.” 

Shall  we  not,  therefore, — trustees,  staff,  and  librarian  alike — go  forward 
into  the  new  year  with  new  confidence  in  “the  revival  of  civilization,  the 
renewal  of  piety  and  pity”  in  which,  if  it  will,  the  public  library  may  play 
so  shining  a part 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  M.  CLAFLIN, 


Librarian. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  Committee 


ATTLEBORO,  MASSACHUSETTS 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  31, 

1917 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


111 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1917-1918 


Benjamin  P.  King, 

17  First  St. 

Term 

Expires 

January 

1918 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson, 

Telephone  764-W 
13  Maple  St. 

1918 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin, 

Telephone  354- W 
32  John  St. 

1918 

Walter  J.  Newman, 

Telephone:  Residence  713- W 
Telephone:  Office  279-J 
177  Pine  St. 

1919 

Edwin  F.  Thayer, 

Telephone  710-M 
17  Mechanics  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford, 

Telephone  468-M 
Tyler  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald, 

Telephone  717-W 
250  County  St. 

1920 

Thomas  G.  Sadler, 

Telephone  172-M 
South  Attleboro 

1920 

Walter  A.  Briggs, 

Telephone  Pawt.  336-W 
1 Cliff  St. 

1920 

Benjamin  P.  King 

Telephone  619-R 

ORGANIZATION 

. .Chairman 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin  . . . 

. . .Secretary 

Benjamin  P.  King 

Representative  before  Municipal  Council 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr.  King,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Thayer. 

Text-Books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Briggs. 


Incidentals  and  Repairs 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Sadler,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Visiting  Schools 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mrs.  Ford,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Briggs 
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INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Advisory  Committee 

S.  M.  Einstein,  E.  L.  Gowen,  W.  L.  King, 

H.  D.  Lincoln,  # J.  H.  Harmstone. 

Regular  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  7 :45 
o’clock  P.  M. 

Rills  may  be  approved  at  each  meeting  of  the  Committee.  All  bills 
to  be  acted  on  must  be  submitted  in  duplicate,  approved  by  the  chairman 
of  the  sub-committee  contracting  the  same,  and  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Committee,  Superintendent’s  office,  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the 
meeting. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Lewis  A.  Fales,  22  Mechanics  St Telephone  238-J 

Office,  Sanford  Street  School Telephone  64- R 


The  Superintendent’s  office  is  open  on  school  days  from  8:30  to  12:30, 
and  from  1:30  to  5;  Saturday  from  9 to  12.  The  Superintendent’s  office 
hours  on  school  days  are  from  8:30  to  9;  4 to  5 Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday;  7 to  8 Monday  evening. 

Secretary 

Alice  I.  Wetherell 32  Sanford  St. 

Telephone  347-J. 

Assistant  Secretary 


Emily  B.  Shaw 

Telephone  709-W. 

School  Physicians 


29  Dean  St. 


Dr.  Wilfred.  E.  Rounseville 40  Bank  St. 

Telephone  320. 

Dr.  Jesse  W.  Battershall 18  North  Main  St. 

Telephone  284. 


Attendance  Officer 

Warren  Parker,  9 Grove  St Telephone  175-M 

Office Sanford  Street  School 

Office  hours  on  school  days:  8:30-9:00  A.  M.  daily.  3:30-5:00  P.  M., 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  Friday. 

School  Calendar 


Fall  Term  . . . 
Winter  term . 
Spring  term . . 
Summer  term 


.Sept.  4 to  Dec.  21,  1917 
. fan.  7 to  Feb.  21,  1918 
Mar.  4 to  April  26,  1918 
.May  6 to  June  28,  1918 


School  Sessions 

High  School — One  session,  from  8:15  to  1:40,  with  a recess  of  twenty  minutes. 
Grammar  and  Primary  Schools — Morning  session  from  9 to  11:45.  After- 
noon session  from  1:30  to  3:45,  from  beginning  of  spring  term  to  Nov.  1; 
1:15  to  3:30  from  Nov.  1 to  March  1.  Grade  1 closes  fifteen  minutes 
earlier  than  the  other  grades. 
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NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


Four  Double  Strokes  on  the  Fire  Alarm  2-2-2-2. 


7:15  A.  M. 
8:00  A.  M. 
8:15  A.  M. 


11:15  A.  M. 


12:15  P. 
12:30  P. 
6:50  P. 


M. 

M. 

M. 


The  signal  will  be  given  at  8 A 
weather. 


No.  session  for  the  High  School. 

No.  morning  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High  School. 
No  morning  session  for  the  first,  second  and  third  grades. 
Afternoon  session  for  all  grades  unless  the  signal  is 
repeated  at  12:15  or  12:30. 

One  session.  Grades  I to  III  will  close  for  the  day  at 
12  M.  All  higher  grades  then  in  session  will  close  for 
the  day  at  1 P.  M. 

No  afternoon  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High  School. 
No  afternoon  session  for  the  first,  second  and  third  grades. 
No  session  for  the  evening  schools. 

M.  and  12:15  P.  M.  only  in  very  severe 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Dr. 


To  appropriations $120,700  .00 

To  transfer  from  account  of  Independent  Evening  Industrial 

School  to  cover  charges  belonging  to  that  account,  etc 50 .74 


Total $120,750.74 

Cr. 

By  net  expenditures  for  support  of  schools $119,529  .02 

By  expenditures  for  new  room  at  Tiffany  School 973  .46 

By  amounts  paid  for  books  and  supplies,  use  of  High  School  Hall, 

benevolence,  etc.,  for  which  city  was  reimbursed 231  .08 

By  balance 17.18 


Total $120,750.74 


GROSS  EXPENDITURES. 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1918 


Compared  With  Expenditures  for  1917 


Appro-  * Ex. 
priated  pended 

1917  1917 

General  Control 

1.  School  Committee — 


Esti- 

mated 

1918 


Increase 
or  de- 
crease 


Agent 

Clerks 

Office  expenses .... 

' Reports 

Telephones 

Census 

$425.00 

1,413.00 

50.00 

100.00 

235.00 

100.00 

$409  63 
1,277.50 
51 .97 
71  .40 
235.88 

$425.00 

1,610.00 

50.00 

100.00 

230.00 

100.00 

$15.37 
332.50 
—1 .97 
28.60 
—5.88 
100.00 

2.  Superintendence 

$2,323.00 

$2,046.38 

$2,515.00 

$468.62 

Superintendent .... 

$2,500.00 

$2,500.00 

$2,500.00 

Attendance  Officer 
Office  expenses  fuel, 

700.00 

700.00 

700.00 

etc 

Expenses  out  of 

200.00 

239.45 

225.00 

—14.45 

town 

90.00 

166.56 

125.00 

—41 .56 

Instruction 

$3,490.00 

$3,606.01 

$3,550.00 

—$56.01 

Teachers’  salaries  . 
Text-books,  sup- 
plies and  care  of 

$75,670.00 

$75,233.07 

$80,901 .00 

$5,667  93 

organs 

4,500.00 

4,801  .76 

4,500.00 

—301  .76 

Domestic  science  . . 
Manual  training 

300.00 

303.80 

300.00 

—3.80 

and  sewing 

425.00 

264.17 

300.00 

35.83 

$80,895.00 

Operating  School  Plant 

$80,602.80 

$86,001.00 

$5,398.20 

Janitors 

$10,071 .00 

$10,192.51 

$11,289.00 

$1,096.49 

F uel 

10,535.00 

10,741 .93 

10,300.00 

—441 .93 

Water 

Janitors’  supplies, 

650.00 

586.83 

650.00 

63.17 

etc 

500.00 

507.32 

500.00 

—7.32 

Power 

300.00 

276.41 

300.00 

23.59 

Lights 

250  00 

326.50 

300.00 

—26.50 

Towels 

110.00 

170.35 

160.00 

-10.35 

$22,416.00 

Maintaining  School  Plant 

$22,801.85 

$23,499.00 

$697.15 

Repairs 

Tiffany  School  con- 

$4,500.00 

$4,003.58 

$4,500.00 

$496.42 

tract 

F urniture — Tiffany 
School 

500.00 

617.61 

355.85 

— 617  61 

Furniture 

250.00 

53.75 

250.00 

— 159  60 

Flags 

50.00 

102.65 

75.00 

— 27  65 

Care  of  grounds . . . 

50.00 

11 .44 

50.00 

38.56 

$5,350.00 

$5,144.88 

$4,875.00 

—$269.88 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


117 


Auxiliary  Agencies 

Health- 

School  Physicians  $400.00  $400.00  $400.00 

School  Nurse  . . . 234  .00  750  .00  $516  00 

Transportation..  . 3,516.00  3,821.00  3,968.00  147.00 


$3,916.00  $4,455.00  $5,118.00  $663.00 

Miscellaneous 

Training  School  . . . $50.00  $40.85  $50.00  $9.15 

Benevolence 300.00  355.65  350.00  —5.65 

Graduations 150.00  140.95  150.00  9.05 

Insurance 325.00  492.02  2,968.00  2,475.98 

Express 35.00  42.11  35.00  —7.11 

Sundries 100.00  91.33  100.00  8.67 


$960.00  $1,162.91  $3,653.00  $2,490.09 

Evening  Schools  $1,000  .00  $913  .73  $1,000  00  $86  .27 

Vacation  Schools  $350  .00 


$120,700.00  $120,733.56  $130,211.00  $9,477.44 


SUMMARY  OF  ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  1918 
Compared  With  Expenditures  for  1917 


Appro- 

Ex- 

Esti- 

Increase 

priated 

pended 

mated 

or  de- 

General Control 

1917 

1917 

1918 

crease 

1.  School  Committee . 

$2,323.00 

$2,046.38 

$2,515.00 

$468.62 

2.  Superintendence.  . . 

3,490.00 

3,606.01 

3,550.00 

—56.01 

Instruction 
Operating  School 

80,895.00 

80,602.80 

86,001.00 

5,398.20 

Plant 

Maintaining  School 

22,416.00 

22,801.85 

23,499  .00 

697.15 

Plant 

5,350.00 

5,144.88 

4,875.00 

—269.88 

Auxiliary  Agencies 

3,916.00 

4,455.00 

5,118.00 

663.00 

Miscellaneous 

960.00 

1,162.91 

3,653.00 

2,490.09 

Evening  Schools 

1,000.00 

913.73 

1,000.00 

86.27 

Vacation  Schools  . 

350.00 

$120,700  .00  $120,733  .56  $130,211 .00  $9,477  .44 

To  be  appropriated  ....  $130,211  .00 
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TABLE  SHOWING  EXPENDITURES 

for  the  Public  Schools  for  the  past  three  years  with  estimate  for  1918 

Estimate 


1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

General  Control 

School  Committee  . . . 

$2,108.81 

$2,306.82 

$2,046  .38 

$2,515.00 

Superintendence 

3,419.83 

3,401 .06 

3,606.01 

3,550.00 

Instruction 

Operating  School 

71,439.58 

76,691 .93 

80,602.80 

86,001 .00 

Plant 

17,443.48 

19,237.78 

22,801 .85 

23,499.00 

Maintaining  School 

Plant 

5,261.68 

7,481 .61 

5,144.88 

4,875  .00 

Auxiliary  Agencies 

3,575.13 

3,429.00 

4,455.00 

5,118.00 

Miscellaneous 

555.26 

502  .05 

1,162.91 

3,653.00 

Evening  Schools 

Vacation  Schools 

1,187.52 
303  .49 

1,199.08 
321 .86 

913  .73 

1,000.00 

$105,294  .78 

$114,571 .19 

$120,733.56 

$130,211 .00 

Increase  over  previous 

year 

$8,074.75 

$9,276.41 

$6,162.37 

$9,477.44 

INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Dr. 

Appropriation $500  00 

Cr. 

$270.00 

159.45 

45.20 

13.96 


$488.61 


Balance 11.39 


$500.00 

Amount  due  from  State $165  .84 

Net  expense  to  City 322  .77 

Balance 11 .39 


$500.00 


Teachers’  salaries.  . . 

Supplies,  etc 

Lights,  power,  etc.  . . 
Express  and  cartage 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee 


To  the  Honorable  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor: — 

The  School  Committee  herewith  submit  their  annual  report.  The 
organization  of  the  Committee  remained  the  same  as  the  previous  year  and 
the  usual  work  has  been  carried  along.  Everything  that  was  possible  has 
been  done  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  department.  The  remaining 
room  in  the  Tiffany  School  building  has  been  completed  and  put  to  use.  The 
Grammar  School  at  Bank  Street  continues  to  do  successful  work  and  proves 
that  the  change  was  wise. 

Mr.  Alexander,  principal  of  the  High  School,  soon  after  he  had  become 
settled  in  his  work  was  invited  to  the  principalship  of  a larger  school  at  Mel- 
rose, Massachusetts,  and  finally  accepted  the  position  offered  at  an  advance 
in  salary  beyond  which  we  were  able  to  meet,  and  consequently  left  us  for 
his  new  field  of  labor,  April  6,  1917.  This  called  for  an  immediate  search 
for  a new  principal.  Many  candidates  appeared  and  after  a careful  survey 
of  the  situation  Mr.  Charles  J.  Peterson  of  North  Attleboro  was  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  He  is  now  at  work  and  everything  indicates  that  he  will 
make  good. 

Another  disturbing  element  appeared  in  the  form  of  numerous  resigna- 
tions among  the  teaching  force  in  the  High  School  for  various  reasons,  princi- 
pal of  which  was  because  of  increased  salaries  in  other  places.  The  Superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Fales,  has  had  a serious  situation  before  him  to  fill  the  vacancies; 
he  has  succeeded,  however,  and  the  work  is  now  progressing  as  well  as  could 
be  expected  under  this  chaotic  condition.  The  rest  of  the  system  is  moving 
along  very  nicely. 

In  the  mater  of  repairs  nothing  much  has  been  done  except  what  was 
necessary  owing  to  the  unusual  times.  The  great  increase  both  in  the  cost 
of  labor  and  material  demanded  caution.  The  prices  of  school  supplies  and 
books  have  greatly  increased  which  makes  a difficult  problem  to  figure  out. 
The  fuel  situation  has  given  and  does  now  give  the  Committee  much  con- 
cern. We  were  fortunate  last  fall  in  procuring  a supply  of  coal  that  we  felt 
would  be  ample  but  at  an  advanced  cost.  We  are  able  now  to  keep  our 
schools  open  while  many  others  have  been  obliged  to  close.  The  coal  is  of 
rather  poor  quality,  however,  requiring  the  use  of  more  to  produce  the  same 
results  as  formerly.  We  hope  to  pull  through  unless  the  unusual  cold  weather 
continues  too  long. 

The  preparing  of  the  budget  has  called  for  extreme  care.  The  Commit- 
tee have  very  carefully  considered  the  matter  in  all  its  details  and  find  that 
to  hold  the  present  standard  there  should  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  $130,211 
and  the  Committee  recommend  said  amount.  The  Superintendent  has 
prepared  his  report  with  great  care  and  much  detail  and  the  Committee 
recommend  a general  and  careful  study  of  the  same 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  P.  KING,  Chairman, 


For  the  Committee. 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Attleboro: 

I submit  herewith  my  thirteenth  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  this  being  the  thirty-fourth  in  the  series  of  superintendents’  reports. 
The  attendance  statistics  are  for  the  school  year  from  September,  1916,  to 
June,  1917;  the  financial  statistics  are  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December 
31,  1917 

STATISTICS 


Population,  Census,  1915. 


II — School  Census 


Number  of  children  between  5 and  7.  . 
Number  of  children  between  7 and  14.  . 
Number  of  children  between  14  and  16 

Total 


18,480 


679 

2,342 

456 

3,477 


III  Attendance 

Attendance  statistics  for  the  school  year  from  September  18,  1916,  to 


June  22,  1917: 

Number  of  different  pupils  enrolled 3,057 

Average  daily  membership 2,770 

Average  daily  attendance 2,616 

Per  cent  of  attendance 94 


Table  showing  the 

average  membership  and 

per  cent  of  attendance  for 

the  last  ten  years: 

Average 

Gain  over 

Per  cent  of 

membership  previous  year 

attendance 

1906-1907  

2,109 

23 

93 

1907-1908  

2,207 

98 

93 

1908-1909  

2,351 

144 

94 

1909-1910  

2,213 

—138 

93 

1910-1911  

2,317 

104 

93 

1911-1912  

2,302 

15 

95 

1912-1913  

2,407 

105 

95 

1913-1914  

2,586 

179 

95 

1914-1915  

2,669 

83 

95 

1915-1916  

2,742 

73 

94 

1916-1917  

2,770 

28 

94 

Fall  Term,  1917 

September 

2,930 

97 

October  

2,945 

96 

November 

2,938 

95 

December  

2,917 

94 

Average  

2,933 

95  5 
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In  my  report  three  years  ago  I stated  that  owing  to  the  opening  of  the 
new  High  School  building  and  the  transfer  of  the  eighth  grades  to  the  old 
High  School  building  conditions  for  doing  good  work  in  the  grades  below 
the  High  School  were  better  than  they  had  been  for  years,  and  that  the  school 
buildings  would  probably  be  sufficient  to  care  for  the  steadily  increasing 
number  of  pupils  for  three  years.  Since  that  time  our  schools  have  increased 
239  pupils  as  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

Average  membership  for  December,  1917 2,917 

Average  membership  for  December,  1914 2,678 

Gain  in  three  years 239 

This  increase  is  sufficient  to  fill  six  rooms.  Although  three  new  rooms 
have  been  opened,  several  rooms  are  badly  crowded.  Eighteen  rooms  out 

of  seventy  have  an  enrollment  of  more  than  forty  pupils.  These  rooms  are 

located  in  schools  as  follows: 


Bliss  School 

Grade  I — 41  pupils 

III—  44 

IV—  46 

V— 48 

Gapron 

Grades  II,  III— 41 


Dodgeville 

Grade  I — 44 

Hebronville 
Grades  II,  III— 41 
Sanford  Street 

Grade  V — 44 

V— 44 
IV— 47 
IV— 47 
III— 45 


Richardson 

Grade  VII— 42 

V— 48 

III— 41 
III— 44 
Washington 

Grades  V,  VI — 42 

I,  11—43 


The  number  of  pupils  in  these  rooms  totals  793.  The  total  enrollment 
of  pupils  in  grades  I to  VIII  inclusive  is  2537.  This  means  that  thirty  per- 
cent of  the  pupils  in  the  elementary  grades  are  in  rooms  averaging  44  pupils 
per  room.  No  teacher  can  do  good  work  under  these  conditions  and  the 
schools  will  suffer  till  relief  is  afforded  by  additional  accommodations. 

The  second  room  left  unfinished  at  the  erection  of  the  Tiffany  School 
was  finished  last  summer  and  the  entire  eight  rooms  of  the  building  are  now 
in  use.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  this  building  is  now  256.  When 
the  building  was  opened  in  February,  1913,  the  number  enrolled  was  160 
The  closing  of  the  parochial  school  at  Dodgeville  made  it  necessary  to 
open  the  vacant  room  in  the  Dodgeville  building  and  added  fifty-two  pupils 
to  the  enrollment  of  the  public  schools. 


IV — School  Buildings 


Number  of  school  buildings,  September,  1917 20 

Number  of  school  rooms  (High  School  25,  grades  78) 103 

Number  of  school  rooms  in  use 94 


V — Teachers 


Total  number  of  teachers  and  supervisors  now  employed 101 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School 17 

Number  of  teachers  in  grades  I— VI 1 1 74 

Number  of  teachers  in  kindergarten 2 

Number  of  teachers  for  individual  instruction 4 

Number  of  special  teachers  and  supervisors 4 
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VI — Cost  of  Instruction 


Valuation  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  1917 $20,505,840.00 

Total  raised  by  taxation 400,071  .41 

Total  raised  for  the  support  of  schools 120,200  .00 

Total  net  expenditure  for  support  of  schools  excluding  vaca- 
tion and  evening  schools 118,615  .29 

Average  membership  of  day  schools,  September,  1916  to 

June,  1917 ' ...  2,770 

Amount  expended  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership  . 42  .82 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil  based  on  average  mem- 
bership  1.92 


High  School 

Total  amount  expended  for  High  School  including  High 


School  share  of  general  expense $26,201  .49 

Average  membership  of  High  School,  1916-1917 388 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  membership 67.53 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil 6 .44 


Elementary  Schools 


Total  amount  expended  for  elementary  schools $92,413.80 

Average  membership  of  elementary  schools  for  the  year 

1916-1917 ..  2,382 

Cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  membership 38.80 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil 1 .18 


Teachers 

During  the  year  1917,  twenty-one  teachers  resigned  from  the  teaching 
force,  fourteen  of  them  to  accept  better  positions  at  higher  salaries  than 
Attleboro  now  pays. 


Teacher 

School 

Mar. 

7. 

William  B.  Alexander 

Principal  of  High  School 

Mar. 

31. 

Mira  Poler 

High 

April 

21. 

Beulah  B.  Ross 

Richardson 

May 

15. 

Herbert  N.  Nicholas 

High 

June 

7. 

Mildred  A.  Farnsworth 

Bank  Street 

June 

11. 

Marion  Harney 

Bliss 

June 

11. 

Robert  W.  Watts 

High 

June 

12. 

Leila  M.  Robinson 

Tiffany 

June 

20. 

Ruby  L.  Johnson 

July 

6. 

Mary  V.  Mulligan 

Tiffany 

July 

10. 

Eleanor  A.  Parker 

Farmers 

July 

16. 

Dorothy  M.  Buffum 

South  Attleboro 

July 

29. 

Estelle  M.  Hartford 

Farmers 

Aug. 

3. 

Ross  P.  Chamberlain 

High 

Aug. 

18. 

Lena  F.  Shaw 

High 

Aug. 

30. 

Alice  J.  Macomber 

High 

Sept. 

20. 

Leola  B.  Harlow 

High 

Nov. 

6. 

Muriel  Galpin 

High 

Nov. 

30. 

Gladys  E.  Wilbur 

High 

Dec. 

25. 

Alice  M.  Angevine 

Richardson 

Dec. 

25. 

Joseph  M.  McEvoy 

Richardson 
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The  list  includes  two  strong  principals,  Mr.  W.  B.  Alexander  of  the 
High  School  and  Mr.  J.  M.  McEvoy  of  the  Richardson  School,  and  a number 
of  our  strongest  teachers.  One  teacher  was  granted  leave  of  absence  and 
two  additional  teachers  were  required  for  the  new  rooms  opened  in  Septem- 
ber, so  that  out  of  a total  of  101  teachers  on  January  1,  1918,  there  were  23 
teachers  who  were  not  here  last  January.  Ten  of  these  changes  occurred 
in  the  High  School  and  an  eleventh  teacher,  Mr.  Harper,  may  be  drafted 
at  any  time.  So  many  changes  in  the  High  School  must  necessarily  result 
in  breaking  up  the  work  of  the  school  and  temporarily  at  least  in  reducing 
its  efficiency.  Until  the  city  pays  salaries  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  compete 
with  other  places,  however,  we  must  expect  these  changes  to  occur.  Attle- 
boro expects  to  have  as  good  schools  as  the  other  cities  of  Massachusetts, 
many  of  our  schools  are  large  and  require  teachers  of  experience  and  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  yet  the  salaries  paid  are  lower  than  teachers  can 
obtain  elsewhere.  This  year,  especially,  teachers  are  very  much  in  demand 
and  there  will  undoubtedly  be  many  more  changes  before  the  opening  of 
schools  in  September  unless  the  teachers  can  be  given  an  adequate  increase 
in  salary. 


SCHOOL  EXPENDITURES 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  public  schools  depends  upon  a number  of 
factors,  the  principal  ones  being  the  number  of  pupils,  their  location  in  the 
city,  the  quality  of  the  education  desired,  and  the  ability  of  the  city  to  pay. 
The  following  statistics  taken  from  the  State  Report  for  the  year  1916-1917 
will  show  that  the  cost  of  the  Attleboro  schools  compares  favorably  with 
other  cities  of  similar  size.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I have  taken 
three  places  next  larger  than  Attleboro,  three  places  next  smaller  and  North 
Attleboro 


Table  I 


Population 


1915 

1.  North  Adams 22,035 

2.  Northampton 21,654 

3.  Peabody 18,625 

4.  Attleboro 18,480 

5.  Westfield 18,411 

6.  Leominster 17,646 

7.  Melrose 16,880 

North  Attleboro 9,398 


Valuation 

1917 

$16,868,745.00 

19.609.980.00 

16.040.000  .00 

22.263.140.00 

12.848.808.00 

13.924.330.00 

20.647.150.00 
9,360,340.00 


While  not  the  largest  in  population  Attleboro  has  the  largest  valuation 
of  this  group. 


Table  II 

Showing  the  number  of  pupils  in  average  membership,  total  expendi- 
tures for  support  and  expenditure  per  pupil  for  the  year  1916-1917. 


1. 

North  Adams 

Average 
Membership 
2,891 

Total 

Expenditures 

$118,973.00 

Cost  per 
pupil 
$41.15 

2. 

Westfield 

3,000 

115,958.00 

38.65 

3. 

Melrose 

2,624 

111,588.00 

42.53 

4. 

Attleboro 

2,770 

111,290.00 

40.18 

5. 

Peabody 

2,666 

110,898.00 

41 .60 

6. 

Northampton 

2,755 

106,926.00 

38.81 

7. 

Leominster 

2,417 

93,361 .00 

38.63 

North  Attleboro 

1,477 

59,723.00 

40.44 
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Of  the  seven  large  places  compared  Attleboro  ranks  fourth  in  the  total 
amount  expended  and  in  the  cost  per  pupil  being  only  four  cents  higher  than 
the  average  cost  per  pupil  of  this  group. 


Table  III 

Showing  cost  per  pupil  for  High  School  instruction  and  amount  expended 
for  text-books. 

Instruction 


Instruction 

Books 

1. 

Westfield 

$95.33 

$.26 

2. 

Northampton 

82.24 

2.24 

3. 

North  Adams 

74.49 

3.30 

4. 

Attleboro 

64.32 

1 .52 

5. 

Melrose 

63.68 

2.32 

6. 

Peabody 

61 .23 

1 .80 

7. 

Leominster 

58.16 

2.40 

North  Attleboro. 

82.87 

6.14 

The  high  cost  for  books 

in  North 

Attleboro  was  undoubtedly 

caused 

by 

the  fire;  why  Westfield  is 

so  low  is 

hard  to  understand  unless 

there  is 

some  error  in  the  report. 

Table  IV 


Showing  valuation  per  pupil  in  the  average  membership. 


1.  Attleboro $8,037.00 

2.  Melrose 7,869.00 

3.  Northampton 7,118.00 

4.  North  Adams 6,563  .00 

5.  Peabody 6,017.00 

6.  Leominster 5,761  .00 

7.  Westfield 4,283.00 

Nprth  Attleboro 6,337  .00 


In  valuation  per  pupil  Attleboro  ranks  first  in  this  group.  Only  thirteen 
cities  have  a higher  valuation  per  pupil  than  Attleboro.  These  cities  are: 


1. 

Boston 

.$  $15,250.00 

8. 

Fitchburg 

. ...  $8,795.00 

2 

Newton 

12,785.00 

9. 

Cambridge 

...  8,727.00 

5’ 

Beverly 

11,692.00 

10. 

Lawrence 

..  8,342.00 

4. 

Springfield 

11,288.00 

11. 

Salem 

. ...  8,262.00 

5. 

Waltham 

11,022.00 

12. 

New  Bedford.  . 

. ...  8,204.00 

6. 

Holyoke 

10,321.00 

13. 

Lowell 

...  8,089.00 

7. 

Quincy 

9,031 .00 

14. 

Attleboro 

...  8,037.00 

Attleboro  has  a 

higher  valuation 

per  pupil  than  Melrose, 

Everett,  Lynn, 

or  Medford,  and  yet  these  places  pay  higher  salaries  than  Attleboro  and 
have  taken  teachers  from  Attleboro  this  year.  Attleboro’s  wealth  per  pupil 
should  enable  her  to  compete  with  such  cities. 


Table  V 

The  tax  rate  for  all  municipal  purposes  in  Attleboro  for  1916  was  the 
same  as  for  Northampton  and  was  the  lowest  of  the  cities  compared. 


1.  Attleboro $19.80 

2.  Northampton 19.80 

3.  Leominster 21  .00 

4.  North  Adams 21.10 

5.  Westfield 21.80 

6.  Melrose 22.00 

7.  Peabody 22.60 

North  Attleboro 22  .00 
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Table  VI 


The  tax  rate  for  school  purpos'es  in  Attleboro  is  also  the  lowest  of  the 
group. 


1.  Attleboro 

2.  Melrose 

3.  Northampton  . . . 

4.  Leominster 

5.  Peabody 

6.  North  Adams.  . . 

7.  Westfield 

North  Attleboro 


$4.99 
5 .27 
5.37 
6.62 
6.86 
6.92 
8.28 
6.21 


Table  VII 


Of  the  total  tax  Attleboro  is  next  to  the  lowest  in  the  proportion  of  the 
tax  devoted  to  school  purposes. 


Per  cent  of 


Tax 

Tax  rate 

school  tax 

Rate 

for  schools 

total  tax 

1. 

Melrose 

$22.00 

$5.27 

24% 

2. 

Attleboro 

19.80 

4.99 

25.2 

3. 

Northampton 

19.80 

5.37 

27.1 

4. 

Peabody 

22.60 

6.86 

30.4 

5. 

Leominster.  

21.00 

6.62 

31 .5 

6. 

North  Adams 

21.10 

6.92 

32.8 

7. 

Westfield 

21.80 

8.28 

38 

North  Attleboro 

22.00 

6.21 

28.2 

Table  VIII 

Compared  with  the  other  cities  of  the  State,  in  the  proportion  of  tax 
devoted  to  school  purposes,  Attleboro  ranks  24  in  the  list. 

Per  cent  of 


Tax 

Tax  rate 

school  tax 

Rate 

for  schools 

total  tax 

1. 

Chicopee 

$18.70 

$7.21 

38.5% 

2. 

Brockton 

22.80 

7.67 

33.6 

3. 

Taunton 

20.40 

6.77 

33.2 

4. 

North  Adams 

21.10 

6.92 

32.8 

5. 

Leominster 

21 .00 

6.62 

31 .5 

6. 

Everett 

23.90 

7.42 

31 

7. 

Chelsea 

24.00 

7.30 

30.4 

8. 

Peabody 

22.60 

6.86 

30  4 

9. 

Malden 

21 .40 

6.45 

30.1 

10. 

Medford 

19.80 

5.84 

29.5 

11. 

Worcester 

20.00 

5.85 

29.3 

12. 

Marlboro.  . . * 

21.60 

6.25 

29 

13. 

Revere 

23 .00 

6.44 

28 

14. 

Gloucester 

22.00 

6.09 

27.7 

15. 

Haverhill 

20.20 

5.57 

27.6 

16. 

Somerville 

21 .40 

5.89 

27.5 

17. 

Pittsfield 

22.60 

6.22 

27.5 

18. 

Eall  River 

21.20 

5.77 

27.2 

19. 

Northampton 

19.80 

5.37 

27.1 

20. 

Holyoke 

18.40 

4.93 

26.8 

21. 

Lawrence 

18.80 

4.96 

26.4 

22. 

Springfield 

17.80 

4.64 

26 
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23. 

Woburn 

22.30 

5.65 

25.3 

24. 

Attleboro 

19.80 

4.99 

25.2 

25. 

Fitchburg 

20.40 

5.05 

24.8 

26. 

Cambridge 

23.50 

5.65 

24 

27. 

Melrose 

22.00 

5.27 

23.9 

28. 

Lynn 

21.00 

4.80 

22.9 

29. 

Beverly 

15.60 

3.55 

22.7 

30. 

Newbury  port 

19.20 

4.33 

22.5 

31. 

Newton 

18.90 

4.08 

21 .6 

32. 

Waltham 

20.60 

4.45 

21 .6 

33. 

Quincy 

17.20 

3.60 

21 

34. 

Lowell 

21 .20 

4.39 

20.7 

35. 

Salem 

22.90 

4.47 

19.9 

36. 

New  Bedford 

23.00 

4.53 

19.7 

37. 

Boston 

17.80 

2.33 

13.1 

Attleboro  appropriates  for  schools  a lower  per  cent  of  the  total  tax  than 
a majority  of  the  cities  of  the  State. 

From  these  tables  it  can  clearly  be  seen  that  of  the  seven  cities  compared, 

1.  Attleboro  ranks  first  in  valuation. 

2.  Attleboro  ranks  fourth  in  total  amount  expended  for  schools  and  in 

cost  per  pupil. 

3.  Attleboro  ranks  fourth  in  cost  of  High  School  instruction  and  sixth  in 

the  amount  expended  for  books  for  the  High  School. 

4.  Attleboro  ranks  first  in  valuation  per  pupil.  Only  thirteen  cities  have 

a higher  valuation. 

5.  Attleboro  and  Northampton  have  the  lowest  tax  rate. 

6.  Attleboro’s  tax  rate  for  school  purposes  is  the  lowest. 

7.  Attleboro  expends  for  schools  a smaller  part  of  the  total  tax  than  any 

city  except  Melrose.  Twenty-three  cities  spend  a larger  proportion 
of  the  total  tax. 

All  of  which  means  that  Attleboro  can  afford  to  have  a better  school 
system  if  the  people  desire  it.  When  a man  buys  an  automobile  he  does 
not  always  buy  the  cheapest;  he  buys  the  best  car  he  can  afford  that  satisfies 
his  needs.  So  in  education  the  question  ought  not  to  be  how  much  must 
Attleboro  spend  to  maintain  schools  but  rather  how  much  can  Attleboro 
afford  to  spend  to  maintain  better  schools.  The  cost  of  the  schools  ought 
to  be  determined  by  the  wealth  of  the  community  and  the  kind  of  schools 
desired.  Attleboro  has  the  wealth  as  shown  by  the  figures  above.  The 
people  desire  good  schools.  But  Attleboro  will  continue  to  lose  many  good 
teachers  to  other  places  of  less  wealth  unless  salaries  for  Attleboro  teachers 
are  placed  on  a level  with  the  salaries  of  such  places.  A slight  increase  in 
the  tax  for  school  purposes  will  make  this  possible,  and  it  is  hoped  such  action 
will  soon  be  taken. 

THE  EIGHTH  GRADE 

In  September,  1914,  all  the  pupils  in  the  eighth  grades  in  the  Sanford 
Street,  Richardson  and  Bliss  Schools  were  transferred  to  the  old  high  school 
building  leaving  only  two  other  schools  in  the  city  having  the  eighth  grade, 
South  Attleboro  and  Washington  schools.  This  year  more  room  was  needed 
at  the  Washington  School  to  relieve  crowded  conditions,  and  there  were 
only  two  pupils  in  the  eighth  grade  in  South  Attleboro,  so  that  the  eighth 
grade  pupils  from  both  schools  were  transferred  to  the  Bank  Street  School 
with  the  other  eighth  grade  pupils.  This  finally  brings  together  in  one  build- 
ing all  the  eighth  grade  pupils  of  the  city,  so  that  all  may  receive  alike  the 
advantages  which  the  city  offers  to  pupils  of  that  grade.  This  is  by  far  the 
greatest  step,  educationally,  that  has  been  made  this  year,  and  makes  possi- 
ble in  the  future,  as  soon  as  the  means  can  be  provided,  a differentiation  of 
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work  which  should  begin  in  this  grade.  We  already  have  manual  training 
and  sewing.  I hope  the  time  will  come  shortly  when  pupils  in  this  grade 
may  have  instruction  in  cooking  and  some  commercial  subjects  preparatory 
to  more  intensive  work  in  these  subjects  in  the  High  School  and  as  a better 
equipment  for  the  duties  of  life  for  those  who  complete  their  education  with 
the  eighth  grade. 

Work  of  the  Schools 

The  activities  of  the  schools  this  year  have  reflected  the  war  conditions 
of  the  country.  The  pupils  of  the  schools  have  responded  heartily  to  every 
call  made  upon  them,  from  the  flag  raising  on  the  Common  April  2,  to  the 
sale  of  Red  Cross  Seals,  December  14  to  21.  For  the  flag  raising,  the  open- 
ing of  school  for  the  afternoon  session  was  delayed  till  two  o’clock  so  that 
pupils  might  be  present,  pupils  from  the  High  School  marching  up  from  the 
school  and  assisting  in  the  singing  of  patriotic  songs. 

In  March,  came  the  call  for  pupils’  home  gardens.  Talks  were  given  in 
the  upper  grades  by  Mr.  Warren  L.  Ide,  county  agent  from  the  Bristol  County 
Agricultural  School,  directions  for  planting  and  caring  for  gardens  distributed, 
and  423  pupils  entered  the  garden  contest  for  prizes  offered  by  the  Committee 
on  Food  Conservation.  The  drought  of  the  summer  seriously  affected  the 
crop  but  the  inspector  reported  the  gardens  as  the  best  he  had  seen,  and  but 
for  the  poor  weather  results  would  have  been  excellent. 

An  exhibition  of  the  products  of  the  gardens  was  held  at  the  hall  of  the 
Bliss  School,  October  11th  and  was  largely  attended.  Prizes  for  the  gardens 
and  for  the  exhibition  were  awarded  by  Mayor  Harold  E.  Sweet  at  the  High 
School  Hall,  October  15th  to  the  following  winners: 


Vegetables 


First  Prize — Sun  Prize  and  Blue  Ribbon 

Age  School  Grade 


1. 

Ernest  Anderson, 

58  Tiffany  St., 

12 

Tiffany 

VI 

2. 

Harold  Cameron, 

108  County  St., 

13 

Sanford  St. 

VII 

3. 

G.  Lester  Carpenter, 

803  North  Main  St., 

13 

Sanford  St. 

VII 

4. 

Richard  Knowles, 

Lindsey  St., 

14 

Bank  St. 

VII 

5. 

Archie  Sharkey, 

68  Deanville  St., 

13 

Sanford  St. 

VII 

6. 

Esther  Benson, 

100  North  Ave., 

13 

Bank  St. 

VII 

7. 

Ethel  Smith, 

291  South  Main  St., 

12 

Richardson 

VI 

8. 

Alice  M.  C.  Wuille, 

9 Walnut  St., 

15 

High 

Fr. 

Second  Prize — $2  and  Red  Ribbon 

1. 

Louis  Gazzola, 

17  Louise  St., 

14 

Tiffany 

VI 

2. 

Earl  Gross, 

Plebronvilie, 

13 

Hebronville 

VI 

3. 

James  Lepper, 

26  Snell  St., 

10 

Tiffany 

IV 

4. 

Francois  Tremblay, 

60  Washington  St., 

13 

Washington 

V 

Third  Prize — $1  and  Yellow 

Ribbon 

1. 

Russell  Goodwin, 

Steere  St., 

11 

Briggs  Cor. 

V 

2. 

Marion  A.  Driscoll, 

36  May  St., 

13 

So.  Attleboro 

VII 

3. 

Mabel  Tingley, 

212  Highland  Ave., 

12 

So.  Attleboro 

VIL 

4. 

Mildred  Tingley, 

212  Highland  Ave., 

14 

So.  Attleboro 

VII] 

5. 

Maria  Tomlinson, 

Brown  St., 

11 

Washington 

VI 
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Flowers 


Second  Prize — $1  and  Red  Ribbon 


1. 

James  Kondi, 

46  South  Main  St., 

13 

Sanford  St. 

V 

2. 

James  Lepper, 

26  Snell  St., 

10 

Tiffany 

IV 

3. 

Mildred  Morse, 

43  Carpenter  St., 

12 

Richardson 

VI 

Third  Prize — 50c  and  Yellow  Ribbon 


1.  Amy  Andrews,  734  Newport  Ave.,  13  So.  Attleboro  VIII 

2.  Caroline  L.  Cooper,  452  Robinson  Ave.,  11  Washington  VI 

May  12,  as  a result  of  a collection  taken  in  the  school,  $44  .43  was  sent 
to  Boston  to  be  presented  to  the  French  envoys  for  the  destitute  children 
of  France. 

In  May,  also,  every  pupil  was  given  literature  to  take  home  explaining 
the  First  Liberty  Loan.  Many  teachers  and  pupils  subscribed  to  this  loan. 

In  June,  contributions  from  the  schools  to  the  fund  for  the  Red  Cross, 
in  the  great  drive  for  $100,000,000,  amounted  to  $195.02 

In  October,  pamphlets  “How  the  War  Came  to  America”  were  put  into 
every  home.  Printed  matter  bearing  on  the  second  liberty  loan  was  salo 
distributed  and  many  subscriptions  secured.  A food  conservation  campaign 
was  also  conducted  as  a result  of  which  nearly  2200  families  became  members 
of  the  food  administration. 

In  November,  a collection  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  fund  was  taken 
amounting  to  $246 .16 

In  December,  the  schools  aided  the  Red  Cross  Membership  Campaign 
and  sold  Red  Cross  Seals  for  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  amounting  to 
$307 

In  addition  to  these  general  activities  participated  in  by  all  the  pupils, 
the  girls  in  the  eighth  grade  have  been  making  dresses  for  orphan  girls  in 
France,  boys  and  girls  have  been  using  their  spare  time  in  and  out  of  school 
snipping  cloth  for  Red  Cross  pillows,  scrap  books  have  been  made  to  be 
sent  to  the  soldiers  in  camp  and  booklets  and  toys  constructed  by  the  draw- 
ing department. 

Thus  have  the  schools  tried  to  do  their  part  in  winning  the  war.  Teach- 
ers have  responded  heartily  and  loyally  to  the  extra  demands  made  upon 
them,  rather  welcoming  each  call  as  another  opportunity  for  service. 

In  spite  of  all  this  extra  work  we  are  striving  to  maintain  the  standard 
of  the  schools,  and  to  neglect  in  no  particular  the  necessary  instruction  in 
essential  sybjects.  There  must  be  no  lowering  of  educational  standards 
during  the  war. 

In  spite  of  increasing  costs  for  salaries  and  supplies,  the  efficiency  of 
the  schools  must  be  maintained.  Regarding  this  matter,  Dr.  Payson  Smith, 
State  Commissioner  of  Education,  writes  as  follows: 

“With  the  approach  of  the  annual  town  meetings,  when  the  question 
of  appropriations  is  to  be  taken  up,  our  people  should  give  thoughful  atten- 
tion to  the  unusual  conditions  confronting  the  schools.  Increased  costs  in 
every  direction  bring  the  towns  and  cities  face  to  face  with  the  necessity  of 
increasing  school  appropriations  for  the  coming  year.  The  schools  have 
never  before  required  more  thoughful  attention  to  their  needs,  and  it  will 
not  be  safe  to  handicap  them  with  a policy  of  retrenchment. 

It  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  American  people  that,  in  spite  of  enor- 
mous expenditures  for  war  purposes,  France  is  giving  unprecedented  atten- 
tion to  her  public  schools,  and  England,  for  the  current 
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year,  increased  her  expenditures  for  public  education  30  per  cent,  over 
that  for  any  preceding  year. 

In  the  school  year  1915-16,  Massachusetts  expended  approximately 
$2/, 000, 000  for  public  education.  This  amount  was  increased  to  $28,- 
500,00  for  the  school  year  1916-17.  This  increase  of  approximately  six 
per  cent,  shows  the  serious  intention  of  our  people  to  maintain  a vig- 
orous educational  policy.  In  view  of  the  present  situation,  Massachu- 
setts cannot  afford  to  relax  in  any  degree  her  efforts  to  carry  on  her 
schools  at  highest  efficiency. 

Education  is  a long-time  investment.  Its  purpose  is  to  protect 
democracy  through  the  right  training  of  the  youth.  Even  temporary 
interference  with  this  purpose,  through  inadequate  financial  support, 
may  seriously  impair  the  quality  of  our  future  citizenship.  In  the 
present  . crisis,  it  is  imperative  that  towns  and  cities  give  careful  con- 
sideration to  the  needs  of  the  schools.” 


SOCIALIZING  THE  SCHOOL. 

A great  deal  is  being  said  nowadays  about  socializing  the  school 
The  idea  is  to  make  the  pupils  feel  that  the  school  is  theirs  rather 
than  the  teacher’s,  to  give  them  a share  in  the  direction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  school,  to  create  of  the  school  a social  group  working  for 
and  with  each  other  for  the  same  purpose  and  toward  the  same  com- 
mon end,  with  the  teacher  to  lead  and  direct  rather  than  to  command. 
Only  a very  skilful  teacher  could  successfully  accomplish  these  results. 

At  the  Hebronville  School,  the  principal,  Miss  Martha  J.  Roberts, 
has  undertaken  and  successfully  carried  out  a socializing  program  for 
her  school.  Her  work  is  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  and  in  a 
larger  school  would  attract  more  than  local  attention.  I am  very  glad 
to  give  Miss  Robert’s  report  on  her  work. 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

An  experiment  in  a modest  way  is  being  carried  on  in  Room  1,  at 
Hebronville.  The  object  of  this  experiment  is  the  socialization  of  the 
school.  It  presents  three  problems;  first,  the  socialization  of  the  reci- 
tation and  methods  of  study;  second,  socialization,  of  discipline;  and 
third,  socialization  of  the  curriculum.  A good  deal  has  been  accom- 
plished with  the  first  two  problems,  but  not  so  much  with  the  third  as 
this  problem  is  much  more  difficult  than  the  other  two,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  a certain  amount  of  extraneous  information  must  be  acquired 
if  the  pupils  are  to  feel  at  home  in  the  next  grade. 

In  this  experiment,  by  socialization  is  meant  the  providing  of  an 
environment  wherein  the  chief  object  in  view  for  the  child  is  not  the 
accumulation  of  facts  for  future  use,  but  rather  the  development  of 
those  qualities — co-operation,  self-control,  self-reliance,  and  sympathy, — 
which  are  so  necessary  for  the  citizenship  of  a democracy. 

In  providing  for  the  socialization  of  the  recitation  and  methods  of 
study  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  means  of  the  problem  and  project 
to  secure  intrinsic  interest  and  continuity  of  purpose.  This  has  been 
greatly  aided  by  the  use  of  rather  interesting  note  books.  In  geog- 
raphy such  problems  as  these  were  used, — What  conditions  have  con- 
tributed to  the  development  of  Minneapolis  into  the  greatest  Hour 
milling  center  in  the  world?  Why  have  our  commercial  relations  with 
South  America  been  poor  in  the  past?  Why  is  Argentina  called  a 
white  man’s  country?  In  history — How  did  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish 
Armada  affect  Attleboro?  What  did  the  London  Company  do  in  America? 
Why  is  English  the  language  of  the  United  States'’  This  method 
has  been  found  equally  successful  with  both  the  normal  and  sub- 
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normal  child,  because  instead  of  putting  at  a premium  native  reten- 
tiveness it  gives  the  child  through  research,  which  to  him  is  original, 
the  opportunity  to  make  his  own  contribution  for  the  general  good. 

By  the  socialization  of  discipline  is  meant  the  acquiring  of  self- 
control,  self-reliance,  and  co-operation  through  self-inhibition  which  grows 
out  of  a regard  for  the  rights  of  others  and  the  desire  to  help  create 
an  atmosphere  conducive  to  study  and  work.  This  was  secured  by 
having  all  furniture  movable  and  placing  no  ban  on  communication 
or  movement  as  long  as  the  pupils  did  not  disturb  the  others  or  inter- 
fere with  their  work.  It  took  some  pupils  quite  a while  to  distin- 
guish between  license  and  liberty,  but  on  the  whole  the  plan  has  worked 
well  and  with  some  children  the  development  of  character  has  been 
remarkable  in  the  short  space  of  five  months. 

In  regard  to  the  socialization  of  the  curriculum  only  one  line  has 
been  followed  out.  In  the  sixth  grade,  grammar,  reading,  and  litera- 
ture were  eliminated  and  one  study  called  English  takes  their  place. 
The  first  project  under  this  was  the  reading  of  the  story  Rip  Van 
Winkle  and  the  writing  of  a play  from  it.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that 
under  the  guise  of  this  project  the  students  acquired  in  a real  situa- 
tion the  use  of  silent  reading,  oral  reading,  the  use  of  adjectives,  nouns, 
synonyms  and  reproduction.  It  also  provided  continuity  of  purpose 
over  a period  of  six  weeks. 

It  is,  perhaps,  early  in  the  year  to  judge  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ment, but  even  so,  old  standards,  of  measurement  cannot  be  applied, 
It  is  not  enough  for  the  pupil  to  be  able  to  recite  an  interminable  num- 
ber of  facts,  rather  must  we  give  him  a test  in  which  he  can  prove 
that  he  is  able  to  make  use  of  the  ideas  he  has  acquired,  and  that  he 
has  acquired  initiative  with  which  to  meet  new  situations. 

Sociologists  are  agreed  that  the  school  makes  the  ideal  social  cen- 
ter. Working  on  this  supposition,  there  have  been  started  at  Hebron- 
ville  School,  five  clubs — a Mothers’  Club,  a Senior  Boys’  Club,  a Senior 
Girls’  Club,  a Junior  Boys’  Club,  and  a Junior  Girls’  Club.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  in  a short  time  a branch  of  the  Public  Library  will  be 
opened  in  the  building  two  nights  a week.  “The  general  well-being  of 
the  children  of  the  community  is  a£  much  the  concern  of  the  school 
as  is  their  progress  in  the  narrow  school  tasks.’’  “Every  evening  spent 
in  the  school  house  under  proper  supervision  is  a disqualification  for 
pleasure  in  the  underworld.” 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MARTHA  J.  ROBERTS. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Associated 
Charities.  Miss  Margaret  Todd,  arrangements  were  made  with  Dr.  George 
L.  Wallace,  of  the  State  School  at  Wrentham,  to  hold  a clinic  in  Attleboro 
once  a month.  The  first  clinic  was  held  May  7,  1917,  and  three  have 
been  held  since  that  date.  Twenty  cases  have  been  examined  and 
recommendations  made  in  each  case.  These  examinations  are  con- 
ducted only  upon  the  consent  of  the  parent  and  usually  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  mother.  The  report  of  the  examination  is  sent  to  the 

parent  as  soon  as  received.  There  are  many  children  in  the  public 
schools  who  cannot  profit  by  the  instruction  they  now  receive  and  it 
is  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  the  needs  of  such  children  and  then 

satisfying  these  needs  by  proper  instruction  that  the  clinics  are  held. 

The  longer  they  are  continued  the  more  beneficial  will  be  their  effect 
upon  the  individuals  examined  and  the  schools  as  a whole. 
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SCHOOL  NURSE. 

Last  year  the  District  Nursing  Association  employed  a nurse  to 
devote  most  of  her  time  to  school  work.  The  results  were  very  satis- 
factory but  owing  to  lack  of  funds  the  association  felt  it  could  not 
afford  to  employ  such  a nurse  this  year.  The  value  of  a school  nurse 
had  already  been  demonstrated  early  in  the  school  year  when  an  epi- 
demic of  diphtheria  at  the  Bliss  School  was  prevented  by  the  prompt 
action  of  the  school  physician  and  the  nurse.  Accordingly,  it  was  voted 
to  employ  a nurse  to  devote  her  entire  time  to  school  work  for  ten 
months  of  the  year  and  Mrs.  Jessie  Walker  was  appointed  to  the  posi- 
tion. Mrs.  Walker  is  a trained  nurse  of  several  years’  experience  and  the 
schools  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  her  services. 


TEACHERS’  PROFESSIONAL  IMPROVEMENT. 


Last  January  fifty  teachers  organized  a reading  club  to  meet  once 
in  two  weeks  to  study  some  book  along  professional  lines.  The  book 
selected  was  “The  Teaching  Process’’  by  Strayer.  Attendance  was  vol- 
untary but'  the  attendance  was  always  good  and  the  teachers  derived 
much  benefit  from  the  book.  This  year,  at  the  request  of  the  teachers, 
a similar  club  has  been  formed  which  has  been  joined  by  nearly  sixty 
teachers.  The  book  selected  is  “Introduction  to  Educational  Socio- 
logy’’ by  Smith.  These  books  give  teachers  an  outlook  beyond  the 
narrow  field  of  class  room  instruction  and  tend  to  give  aim  and  pur- 
pose to  the  class  room  work.  It  certainly  speaks  well  for  the  pro- 
fessional spirit  of  the  teachers  that  so  many  are  ready  to  take  up 
such  work. 


Eight  teachers  took  courses  at  summer  schools  as  follows: 


Dartmouth, 

Harvard, 

Columbia, 

Columbia, 

Columbia, 

Columbia, 

Hyannis, 

Hyannis, 


Miss  Macomber, 
Mr.  McEvoy, 
Miss  Hofman, 
Miss  Bake, 

Miss  Roberts, 
Miss  Gilles, 

Miss  Traill, 

Miss  Smith, 


High  School 
Richardson  School 
Bank  Street  School 
Richardson  School 
Hebronville  School 
Dodgeville  School 
Richardson  School 
Dodgeville  School 
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EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

1916-1917. 

Statistics  from  October  16,  1916,  to  February  20  1917: 


Attleboro 

Dodge  vi  lie 

Hebronville 

Total 

Enrollment,  males 

162 

19 

10 

191 

Enrollment,  females 

37 

6 

8 

51 

Total 

199 

25 

18 

242 

Average  attendance 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  to 

62 

12 

11 

85 

enrollment 

31 

48 

61 

35 

Number  of  illiterates 

60 

8 

13 

81 

Statistics  for  the  term  October  15 

to  December 

20,  1917: 

Enrollment,  males 

109 

109 

Enrollment,  females 

35 

35 

Total 

144 

144 

Average  attendance 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  to 

59 

59 

enrollment 

41 

* 

41 

Number  of  male  illiterates.  . 

17 

17 

Number  of  female  illiterates 

7 

7 

Total 

24 

24 

Number  of  male  illiterate 

minors 

Number  of  female  illiterate 

6 

6 

minors 

5 

5 

Total 

11 

11 

The  evening  schools  opened  October  16,  1916,  and  continued  till 
February  20,  1917,  being  in  session  forty-nine  nights.  Classes  in  the 
usual  common  school  branches  were  formed,  together  with  classes  in 
bookkeeping,  mechanical  drawing  and  American  citizenship.  The  atten- 
dance at  the  evening  school  is  not  what  it  should  be.  Both  the  class 
in  English  for  foreigners  and  the  class  in  citizenship  should  have  been 
crowded  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  people  taking  out  first 
naturalization  papers  lacked  a good  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
and  knew  very  little  of  the  history  and  government  of  the  country  of 
which  they  wished  to  become  citizens.  Those  who  did  attend,  however, 
benefited  by  the  instruction  and  some  were  so  interested  that  they  asked 
for  a class  in  citizenship  this  year. 

INDUSTRIAL  EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Classes  in  toolmaking  and  design  were  formed  January  4,  1917, 
and  continued  till  March  12,  sessions  being  held  twenty-seven  nights. 
While  the  classes  were  not  large  the  pupils  attended  regularly,  and  the 
interest  was  sustained  throughout  the  term,  the  classes  being  continued 
two  weeks  after  the  close  of  the  regular  school  at  the  request  of  the 
members.  The  work  done  by  these  classes  was  the  best  that  his 
been  produced  since  the  classes  were  started,  and  but  for  the  war,  I 


Evening  Industrial  School — Modelling 


Evening  Industrial  School — Modelling 
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have  no  doubt  this  year’s  work  would  have  been  as  good.  Owing  to 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  war,  however,  it  did  not  seem  advisa- 
ble to  plan  to  open  the  classes  this  year,  although  preparation  should 
be  made  to  continue  this  work  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 
Certainly  those  who  saw  the  exhibition  of  the  work  done  in  these 
classes  can  have  no  doubt  of  their  value. 


RICHARDSON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Attleboro  is  indebted  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Richardson  School 
Fund  for  much  of  the  educational  progress  of  the  schools.  Music, 
drawing,  sewing,  manual  training,  and  domestic  science  have  all  been 
introduced  into  the  schools  through  the  action  of  these  Trustees,  who 
have  always  been  ready  to  approve  of  any  measure  that  would  give  to 
Attleboro  boys  and  girls  improved  educational  opportunities.  Many 
pieces  of  expensive  physical  apparatus,  volumes  of  reference  works, 
maps  and  globes,  pianos  and  organs  have  been  supplied  through  the 
fund. 

This  year  there  has  been  bought  for  the  High  School  a number  of 
pieces  of  apparatus  for  the  physical  laboratory,  seven  large  Webster’s 
International  Dictionaries,  and  for  the  Tiffany  School  a case  of  maps 
and  a globe.  The  most  important  action  of  the  Trustees,  however, 
and  the  most  far  reaching  in  its  effect  upon  the  community  was  the 
appropriation  of  a sufficient  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  salary  of  the 
Supervisor  of  Music,  Mr.  John  L.  Gibb,  so  that  he  may  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  Attleboro  schools.  Ever  since  Mr.  Gibb  came  to  Attleboro 
in  September,  1902,  he  has  taught  here  only  three  days  a week,  the 
other  two  being  given  to  Dedham.  During  this  time  the  membership 
of  the  schools  has  increased  from  2000  to  nearly  3000,  the  number  of 
buildings  and  rooms  to  be  visited  has  increased  accordingly,  and  it 
was  felt  that  the  supervisor  should  devote  his  whole  time  to  Attleboro. 
This  arrangement  was  made  possible  by  the  action  of  the  Trustees, 
and  will  result  in  undoubted  benefit  to  the  schools  and  the  community 
The  report  of  the  supervisor  shows  what  has  already  been  undertaken 
in  connection  with  the  schools  but  outside  the  regular  school  hours 
The  High  School  orchestra  has  already  attracted  favorable  public 
comment,  and  the  various  choruses  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools 
ard  rapidly  coming  into  prominence.  The  work  of  Mr.  Gibb  in  the 
Community  Chorus  is  too  well  known  to  need  comment.  One  of  the 
best  things  the  Trustees  have  done  is  to  make  available  for  the  schools 
the  full  time  and  services  of  Mr.  Gibb. 


GIFTS. 

In  addition  to  the  gifts  from  the  Richardson  School  Fund  already 
mentioned,  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to  Dr.  Laura  V.  Gus- 
tin  Mackie  for  an  excellent  electrical  machine  for  the  High  School; 
the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  for  sixteen  silk  flags  for  various  schools;  and 
to  Mr.  Walter  T.  Fisher  for  a piano  for  Tiffany  School. 


THE  SCHOOL  SAYINGS  BANK. 

The  amount  deposited  in  the  bank  this  year  is  the  largest  since 
the  establishment  of  the  bank  in  1908.  This  year  the  pupils  in  the 
High  School  have  an  opportunity  to  deposit  their  savings,  the  work 
being  done  by  the  pupils  in  the  commercial  department. 
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Deposits  for  each  calendar  year  since  the  establishment  of  the 
bank  in  1908: 

Year  Deposits 

1908  (3  mos.) $2,429  .00 

1909  4,497.85 

1910  4,198.25 

1911  4,142.16 

1912  3,826.22 

1913  4,406.50 

1914  3,658.13 

1915  3,680.00 

1916  4,927.27 

1917  5,487.04 


Total $41,252.42 

STATEMENT  JANUARY  1,  1918. 

Dr. 

Balance  on  deposit  January  1,  1917,  including  interest 

($210.23) . $2,342.17 

Deposited  in  the  First  National  Bank  from  January  1,  1917, 

to  January  1,  1918 5,487.04 

Interest  from  November,  1916,  to  May,  1917 39.65 

Interest  from  May,  1917,  to  November,  1917 - 26.29 


Total $7,895.15 

Gr. 

Transferred  to  pupils’  individual  accounts,  January  1,  1917, 

to  January  1,  1918 $5,246.00 

Withdrawn  from  the  First  National  Bank,  1917 162.40 

Withdrawn,  1917,  from  interest  to  cover  expenses 49.74 

Balance  on  deposit  January  1,  1918,  including  interest 

($226.43) -2,437.01 


Total $7,895.15 

Total  amount  deposited  since  October,  1908 $41,252.42 

Number  of  individual  accounts  opened  at  the  First  National 

Bank  from  October,  1908,  to  January,  1917 1,763 

January,  1917  ro  January,  1918 222 


Total ....... 1,985 

Number  of  pupils  depositing  in  the  school  bank  Jan.  1,  1918 . . . 1,659 

SIGHT  AND  HEARING  TESTS. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled 2,982 

Number  found  defective  in  eyesight 193 

Number  found  defective  in  hearing 30 

Number  of  parents  or  guardians  notified 195 

NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS. 

For'  the  school  year  from  September,  1916,  to  June,  1917,  schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  stormy  weather  as  follows: 

Date  Grades  closed 

December  22,  1916 I -VI 1 1 afternoon 

March  5,  1917 All  grades  all  day 

April  9,  1917 One  session 

Respectfully  submitted, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  enrollment  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  was  as  follows: 


Post  Graduates 5 

Seniors 61 

Juniors 81 

Sophomores 117 

Freshmen 169 

Total 433 


Since  September  five  pupils  have  entered  school,  so  the  enrollment 
for  the  year  is  438  which  is  four  more  than  that  of  last  year. 

I found  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  a six  period  schedule  this 
year  so  school  is  in  session  from  8:15  A.  M.  to  1:40  P.  M.  The  reasons 
for  the  change  are  that  there  are  eight  more  classes  this  year  and 
the  same  number  of  teachers  as  last  year.  This  year  we  have  separate 
English  classes  for  the  commercial  students.  I feel  that  the  English 
that  is  required  for  entrance  to  college  is  not  the  kind  that  is  required 
for  business,  therefore  all  of  the  commercial  students  have  business 
English,  instead  of  college  English.  We  have  seventeen  classes  in 
English  this  year  as  compared  with  fourteen  classes  last  year.  French 
was  elected  in  preference  to  German  so  we  had  five  classes  in  beginners' 
French  and  one  in  beginners’  German. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  classes  the  need  of  two  more 
teachers  was  very  pressing.  We  needed  an  extra  teacher  in  the  Eng- 
lish Department  and  one  in  the  Commercial  Department.  As  it  now  is, 
one  teacher  has  seven  different  classes  in  English  and  some  days  teaches 

170  pupils.  This  is  altogether  too  many  classes  and  too  many  pupils. 

One  of  the  commercial  teachers  has  seven  classes  and  194  pupils, 
while  another  has  six  classes  and  175  pupils.  The  State  Board  of 

Education  of  Massachusetts  says:  “A  teacher  who  has  five  classes 

should  not  have  over  125  pupils  and  a teacher  with  six  classes  not 
over  100  pupils.” 

A large  percentage  of  our  pupils  work  in  shops  in  the  afternoons 
from  2 o’clock  until  6.  This  year  the  demand  for  students  has  been 
greater  than  ever.  I find  that  in  nearly  every  case  the  pupils  who 

work  in  the  afternoons  have  a low  scholarship  in  school  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  commercial  students  whose  work  is  along  the  same  lines 
as  that  which  they  are  pursuing  in  High  School.  After  a student  is  in 
school  from  8:15  o’cloc  to  1:40  and  in  the  shop  from  2 o'clock  until 
6 he  is  not  in  good  condition  to  study  his  next  day’s  lessons.  As  a 
general  thing  the  student  falls  behind  in  his  school  work,  gets  dis- 

couraged and  leaves  school  for  good.  I believe  that  this  is  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  great  mortality  in  the  Freshmen  and  Sophomore  classes. 
So  far  this  year  we  have  had  fifteen  pupils  leave  school  and  go  to 
work,  eleven  of  whom  were  Freshmen  and  Sophomores. 

There  have  been  a great  number  of  changes  in  our  faculty  since 
last  June.  They  are  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Pratt  in  Science,  Mr.  Kenneth 

Harper  in  Mechanical  Drawing,  Mr.  G.  Charles  Marsden  in  History, 
Miss  Regina  Randall  and  Miss  Marjorie  A.  Thayer  in  English,  Miss 

Gladys  M.  Greene  in  Domestic  Science,  Miss  Bessie  M.  Banyea  in  the 
Commercial  Department  and  Miss  Marion  G.  Cronin  in  Spanish  and 
English. 

The  orchestra  has  thirty  members  this  year  and  is  doing  excel- 
lent work.  They  play  at  the  assembly  every  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
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Friday,  also  practice  from  1:40  o’clock  until  2:20  and  often  later,  three 
days  a week.  We  consider  this  work  of  so  high  a grade  that  we  allow 
one  and  one-half  credits  each  year  towards  graduation  and  put  the 
orchestra  work  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other  school  work. 

We  were  very  fortunate  this  year  in  having  a librarian  from  the 
Attleboro  Public  Library  in  charge  of  the  school  library  every  day 
from  8:15  o’clock  until  9:45  and  from  1 o’clock  until  2.  The  library  is 
open  during  the  three  periods  after  recess  each  day  under  the  super- 
vision of  high  school  teachers.  Beginning  with  the  new  year  we  shall 
have  the  librarian  from  the  Public  Library  every  day  from  8:15  until 
11  o’clock.  The  Public  Library  lends  us  a large-  number  of  books  so 
now  pupils  may  receive  their  reference  books  from  the  high  school 
library  instead  of  going  to  the  Public  Library. 

Last  spring  when  our  Government  declared  war  with  Germany, 
five  of  the  boys  of  the  high  school  volunteered  for  service.  They  were 
Howard  W.  Mattson,  Charles  E.  Miller,  Irving  B.  Robinson  and  Elliott 
Williams  of  the  class  of  1917  and  Earle  E.  Jacobs  of  the  class  of  1918. 
The  pupils  of  the  school  have  purchased  a service  flag  which  now 
occupies  a prominent  place  in  the  assembly  hall.  In  this  service  llag 
are  six  stars.  The  sixth  star  is  for  Harvey  Goodale  who  volunteered 
for  service.  At  the  time  of  entering  service  he  was  not  a member  of 
the  school  but  was  a member  when  war  was  declared. 

Not  only  have  the  boys  volunteered  for  service  for  fighting  on  the 
battle  line  but  also  when  the  call  came  for  boys  to  work  on  farms 
during  the  summer  and  fall  months,  nine  responded  to  the  call  and 
worked  faithfully.  Last  November  Mayor  Harold  E.  Sweet  presented 

to  these  boys  Honorable  Discharge  Certificates  which  were  given  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In  addition  to  responding  to  the  call  for  service  at  the  front  and  on 
the  farms,  the  pupils  responded  in  a pleasing  manner  to  the  calls 
to  purchase  liberty  bonds  and  to  the  appeal  for  money  for  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
war  work  and  Red  Cross  work. 

We  were  not  very  successful  in  baseball  last  spring.  We  were 
very  unfortunate  in  losing  the  services  of  Mr.  Hodge  who  had  charge 
of  the  athletics  for  several  years.  Dr.  P.  J.  O’Dea  was  an  efficient 
baseball  coach  but  the  material  he  had  to  work  with  was  not  very 

good.  The  only  man  on  the  team  who  had  played  ball  before  was 
the  captain.  I believe  our  outlook  for  next  year  is  better  than  last. 

The  basketball  team  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  we  antici- 

pate a good  season. 

Of  the  fifty-five  graduates  of  the  class  of  1917,  seven  went  to  col- 
lege, three  to  normal  school,  one  to  a textile  school  and  one  to  a mili- 
tary school. 

I find  the  spirit  of  the  pupils  h very  good,  both  toward  their  work 
and  toward  the  teachers,  but  I also  know  that  having  so  many  changes 
in  a faculty  in  one  year  is  very  detrimental  to  any  school.  It  is  hard 
on  the  pupils  to  have  so  many  changes  and  it  will  be  impossible  for 
us  to  do  the  work  this  year  that  should  or  would  have  been  accom- 
plished if  it  had  been  possible  for  us  to  have  retained  more  of  our 
teachers.  It  takes  time  for  a teacher  to  get  accustomed  to  the  pupils, 
the  new  work  and  new  methods;  in  the  meantime  the  pupils  are  not 
getting  all  they  should.  I hope  means  will  be  forthcoming  so  that 
Attleboro  will  not  be  the  training  school  for  teachers  for  the  benefit  of 
other  schools  who  will  pay  larger  salaries  than  we  now  pay. 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  support  I have  re- 
ceived from  my  teachers;  also  for  your  hearty  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted 

CHARLES  J.  PETERSON. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: — 

The  fact  that  has  impressed  me  this  year  in  my  work  is  the  in- 
creasing interest  in  singing  and  in  all  forms  of  music  that  is  shown  by 
the  pupils  in  our  schools. 

Never  before  in  my  long  experience  as  music  teacher  in  the  city 
of  Attleboro  has  the  interest  been  so  evident.  Many  causes  have  con- 
tributed to  this  and  the  principal  one  being  the  war.  This  is  evident 
during  the  music  lesson  in  the  many  requests  for  patriotic  songs,  un- 
til now  it  is  almost  universally  the  custom  to  close  the  music  period 
with  the  “Star  Spangled  Banner”  or  “America.”  This  patriotic  feeling 
seems  more  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  than  one  would  think 
possible,  and  they  seem  to  find  in  singing  a vehicle  of  expression  of 
their  deepest  feeling.  I am  also  led  to  believe  that  another  cause  for 
the  renewed  interest  in  singing  is  the  fact  that  singing  in  the  homes  is 
becoming  more  general,  that  the  good  old  times  when  father,  mother 
and  the  children  used  to  sing  together  have  returned,  bringing  back  a 
joy  and  happiness  in  a way,  that  has  been  missing  for  a good  many 
years.  It  becomes  then  a very  simple  matter  to  adjust  our  music 
study  to  conditions  as  we  find  them,  bearing  in  mind  the  high  ideals 
that  have  been  set  in  the  past  by  the  splendid  singing  of  the  children 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  We  still  aim  to  teach  children  to  sing 
and  to  love  music.  We  teach  them  to  read  music,  and  to  sing  in  two- 
part,  three-part  and  four-part  harmony  and  we  train  them  to  appre- 
ciate good  music. 


Eighth  Grade. 

I have  taken  over  the  entire  music  work  of  the  eighth  grade.  In 
former  years  I conducted  the  chorus  only.  This  year  I have  arranged 
a course  of  ‘ music  study  which  I think  is  necessary  to  broaden  the 
music  work  of  the  grammar  grades. 

The  course  is  as  follows:  Review  of  technical  difficulties — study  of 

base  clef,  melody  writing  and  form  in  music,  appreciation  of  music, 
Handel’s  Messiah,  the  orchestra,  the  opera,  Gounod,  Verdi,  Wagner, 
American  songs  and  song  writers  and  great  American  composers.  These 
lessons  are  in  the  form  of  short  talks  with  illustrations  of  the  various 
works  played  by  the  phonograph.  The  chorus  of  the  eighth  grade  is 
unusually  fine  and  speaks  well  for  the  music  work  of  their  teachers 
in  previous  years. 

Music  in  the  High  School. 

A few  years  ago  music  or  singing  was  a required  study  and  when 
it  was  voted  to  make  it  elective  it  seemed  a good  thing  to  me,  but  the 
longer  I teach  music  and  the  more  I understand  what  this  one  period 
of  music  work  means  to  the  future  happiness  of  the  pupils,  I have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  may  have  been  a detriment  to  the  pupils 
who  failed  to  elect  it,  as  well  as  a hindrance  to  the  music  growth  of 
the  city.  As  I look  around  among  the  leaders  of  the  music  life  of  our 
city,  and  realize  that  the  majority  of  them  received  their  first  inspira- 
tion from  singing  regularly  in  the  High  School  chorus  I begin  to  see 
more  clearly  the  value  of  this  class  to  the  home  and  community.  Some- 
one has  said,  “There  is  a part  in  every  man’s  soul  which  has  never  been 
expressed  unless  he  has  stood  amid  thousands  to  sing  the  great  songs  of 
the  people.” 

When  I realize  that  one-third  of  the  pupils  in  the  Attleboro  High 
School  do  not  elect  music,  and  consequently  do  not  have  an  opportunity 
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to  join  in  singing  the  patriotic  songs  and  beautiful  selections  in  which 
the  singing  class  takes  such  delight.  I feel  that  they  are  losing  an 
opportunity  which  they  will  regret  later  Hardly  a year  passes  that  I do 
not  have  graduate  pupils  express  to  me  their  regrets  that  they  were 
so  shortsighted  as  not  to  have  realized  the  benefits  and  pleasures  to  be 
derived  from  the  music  course  in  school.  I particularly  recall  the  case 
of  a young  man  who  did  not  sing  in  High  School  who  told  me  that  for 
this  reason  he  found  himself  barred  out  from  many  of  the  pleasures 
of  college  life  in  which  he  wished  to  participate. 

I still  believe  that  the  singing  class  should  be  supplemented  by  a 
music  study  class  where  the  musical  pupils  and  those  who  are  planning 
to  take  up  teaching  as  a profession  should  receive  the  necessary  prep- 
aration. 


The  High  School  Orchestra. 

There  are  thirty-four  pupils  enrolled  in  the  orchestra  class.  Their 
duties  are  to  play  while  the  pupils  'are  marching  in  and  out  of  the  hall 
at  morning  exercises.  The  orchestra  has  also  played  for  the  High 
School  graduation  and  other  school  activities,  and  has  given  two  orches- 
tra concerts  since  its  organization.  The  money  received  from  the  con- 
certs has  been  used  to  buy  various  orchestra  instruments  which  are 

loaned  to  pupils  while  thy  remain  in  High  School.  The  following 
instruments  are  now  the  property  of  the  High  School.  One  Bb  buffett 
clarinet,  two  A buffett  clarinets,  one  D flute,  one  D piccolo,  one  set 
of  bells,  one  pair  of  cymbals,  one  snare  drum,  one  triangle,  one  gong, 
twelve  music  stands,  two  slide  trombones,  and  a set  of  clarinets,  A 
and  Bb,  which  were  presented  to  the  orchestra  by  a prominent  citizen 
who  wished  by  this  gift  to  encourage  this  organization.  There  is  a 

waiting  list  of  pupils  ready  to  learn  any  instrument  that  may  be  given 
to  them.  The  music  which  we  use  has  been  gladly  given  us  by  the 

School  Department  and  has  been  the  means  of  encouragipg  the  orches- 
tra in  its  effort  to  make  itself  useful  to  the  community. 

In  closing  my  report  I wish  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  loyal 
support  in  the  Music  Department,  the  parents  for  their  interest  in  all 
branches  of  the  music  work  of  the  public  schools  and  the  School  De- 
partment for  making  it  possible  for  me  to  devote  my  entire  time  to  the 
music  development  of  the  schools  in  the  city. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  LAING  GIBB.  # 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Last  year  we  emphasized  that  the  few  principles  taught  in  each 
grade  should  be  well  taught  so  that  the  child  would  do  better  work  in 
the  next  grade.  This  repetition  of  a few  principles  in  the  various  prob- 
lems shows  results  which  warrant  our  working  along  the  same  lines 
this  year. 

At  this  time  when  so  much  interest  is  shown  in  the  nation-wide 
movement  to  enlist  every  one  in  some  service,  we  have  let  our  service 
in  the  drawing  department  take  the  form  of  making  puzzles  and  light 
weight  books  for  use  in  the  hospitals  of  Europe.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
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grades  made  scrapbooks,  cut  up  postcard  puzzles  and  made  the  en- 
velopes to  hold  the  puzzles.  Grades  six  and  seven  have  been  busy  on 
larger  puzzles  and  envelopes  and  also  joke  books.  The  seventh  grade 
and  High  School  turned  out  some  Christmas  cards  which  were  sent  out 
in  the  Christmas  packets  to  the  camps  in  our  own  country.  In  grade 
eight  and  the  High  School  the  interest  centered  in  binding  a page  or 
two  jokes  with  a short  story  taken  from  some  magazine.  Some  of 
the  high  school  books  were  cleverly  illustrated. 

The  motive  back  of  this  work  was  a splendid  incentive,  and  not 
only  has  most  of  the  work  been  well  done,  but  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  done  has,  indeed,  been  patriotic.  The  teachers  have  shown  a splen- 
did spirit  of  co-operation  in  this  work. 

In  September  the  freehand  courses  in  the  High  School  opened  with 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  pupils.  The  classes  were  never  so  quickly 
organized  as  this  year.  The  first  week  of  school  we  were  able  to  be- 
gin definite  teaching.  Our  work  is  definite  and  practical  and  we  try 
to  use  drawing  in  connection  with  other  interests  and  activities  as  far 
as  possible 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PERSIS  A.  CROWELL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  MANUAL  TRAINING. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  active  principle  governing  the  work  of  the  manual  training 
department  during  the  year  1917  has  been  as  in  the  past. 

“To  make  the  best  better.” 

To  attain  this  goal,  the  course  has  been  planned  to  stand  squarely 
for  everything  that  is  practical,  the  idea  being  to  keep  the  minds  of 
the  pupils  thoroughly  alert  to  what  is  going  on  all  around  them.  In 
doing  this  we  have  tried  to  lose  nothing  of  past  efforts  to  consider  the 
mental  physical  and  moral  progress  of  the  pupils,  believing  that  char- 
acter is  of  greater  import  than  necessary  skill  in  work. 

“To  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they  should  do  unto  us”  shows 
itself  in  the  ready  response  to  a need  and  in  the  accuracy  and  quick- 
ness with  which  the  work  is  accomplished. 

The  pupils  have  made  black  painted  screens  to  darken  the  assem- 
bly hall  while  the  stereopticon  is  being  used,  bulletin  boards  for  class 
rooms,  book-shelves  for  the  storeroom,  rolling  pins  for  the  domestic 
science  department,  insect  cages  for  the  biology  department  and  stan- 
dards for  the  chemistry  department. 

Manual  training  provides  vigorous  physical  activity  as  an  accom- 
paniment to  mental  development,  tends  to  develop  respect  for  the 
artisan  and  to  create  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  dignity 
attached  to  trade  activities.  It  affords  an  opportunity  for  the  best 
possible  start  towards  the  pupil’s  particular  life  work  in  which  he  will  be 
most  content  and  most  efficient.  The  individual  needs  of  the  pupil 
are  carefully  considered. 
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The  number  of  pupils  electing  manual  training  in  the  High  School 


is  as  follows: 

Freshmen 65 

Sophomores 28 

Juniors 12 

Seniors 2 

107 

Number  of  pupils  in  Grammar  grade  . 99 

Total 206 

Increase  over  1916  is  15. 


Course  of  Work. 

Freshmen 

Bench  Work — Consists  of  projects  which  cover  the  systematic  use 
of  wood-working  tools  in  the  order  of  their  difficulty,  the  most  com- 
mon joints — butt,  half-lap,  tongue  and  groove,-  mortise  and  tenon  and 
dovetail;  gluing,  sandpapering  and  finishing  with  stain  and  shellac;  grind- 
ing and  sharpening  of  cutting  tools  and  some  filing  of  saws;  simple 
cabinet  making  and  inlaying. 

Lathe  Work— Consists  of  an  elementary  course  on  wood-turning, 
covering  the  use  of  the  ordinary  wood-turning  tools — gouge,  skew  chisel, 
parting  tool  and  round-nose  tool-chuck. 

Metal  Work — Sawing,  drilling,  filing,  and  finishing  in  brass  and 
copper,  hinges,  catches,  escutcheon  plates  paper  knife,  monogram 

plates,  etc. 

» 

Sophomores 

Bench  Work — Pattern  making,  covering  draft,  shrinkage,  use  of 
shrink  rule,  finish,  core  prints  and  simple  split  patterns;  more  ad- 
vanced cabinet  making. 

Lathe  Work — The  wood-turning  necessary  to  the  completion  of 
patterns,  spindles  taper  patterns,  face  plates,  cores,  etc.;  the  turning 
of  furniture  parts,  principally  spindles,  goblets,  card  trays,  inside  and 
outside  screw  face  plate  work. 

Metal  Work — The  elements  of  the  jewelry  industry;  sawing,  filing, 
drilling,  riveting  and  finishing  in  copper,  brass  or  silver;  soldering, 
raising,  hammering  and  annealing  metal  shapes  in  copper, — watch  fobs, 
silver  rings,  spoons,  forks,  sugar  tongs,  tray  handles,  etc. 

Juniors  and  Seniors 

While  there  is  no  definite  course  offered  for  these  pupils  they  do 
work  of  their  own,  generally  in  advance  of  the  Sophomore  class. 

Requirements — We  need  more  wood  turning  lathes,  a band  saw,  a 
jointer  and  a high  speed  polishing  motor  in  order  to  make  our  course 
of  work  more  valuable  to  the  pupils. 

Grammar  Grade 

The  Grammar  School  work  comprises  elementary  bench  work, 
working  drawings  and  shop  arithmetic.  According  to,  their  progress 
the  pupils  are  allowed  to  choose  simple  projects  of  their  own  to  work 
out.  Excellence  is  demanded  more  than  speed. 

Repair  Work 

Boys  have  glued  broken  stools;  fixed  hinges  on  desks,  locks  and 
hinges  on  doors,  basketball  net  bracket  ib  the  gymnasium;  scraped  and 
refinished  desk  covers;  reassembled  broken  table  drawers,  and  other 
small  jobs  around  the  school. 


Evening  School  -Mechanical  Drawing 


Evening  Industrial  School — Tool  Making 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


141 


Mechanical  Drawing. 

The  number  of  pupils  electing  mechanical  drawing  is  as  follows: 

Freshmen 65 

Sophomores • 46 

Juniors 14 

Seniors 6 

Total 131 

Increase  over  1916  is  six. 

Course  of  Study. 

First  Year — Letters  and  lettering;  necessary  geometric  construction, 
elements  of  simple  working  drawings,  simple  developments,  scaled 
working  of  drawings;  scaled  developments;  free  hand  sketches. 

Second  Year — Isometric.  Working  drawings;  free  hand  sketches,  to  be 
carefully  worked  up  later  in  ink  to  accurate  scales;  sections;  de- 
tails, to  be  accompanied  by  lectures  on  the  factors  considered  in 
detailing;  blue  print  making  and  reading. 

Third  Year — Perspective.  Elements  of  machine  drawing,  elements  of 
architectural  drawing,  many  free  hand  sketches. 

Fourth  Year — Practical  job  work,  including  simple  designs  in  both  courses, 
drawings,  to  be  finished  even  to  renderings;  shopwork  problems 
to  be  designed,  drafted,  dimensioned  and  blue  prints  made  in 
the  drawing  room. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  a number  of  the  High  School  pupils 
not  taking  Manual  Training  for  points,  embrace  the  opportunity  offered 
to  work  upon  projects  for  home  during  their  spare  time,  such  as  win- 
dow screens,  bread  boards,  baking  boards,  ironing  boards,  cabinets, 
repairs,  etc. 

Inspection  trips  not  only  to  study  local  methods  of  production  but 
to  study  methods  in  such  institutions  as  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology,  Wentworth  Institute,  Sturtevant  Blower  Works,  Brown 
& Sharpe,  etc.,  are  recommended  as  being  valuable  means  of  broaden- 
ing the  education  of  the  manual  training  pupils. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  F.  EASTWOOD. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  SEWING. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I herewith  submit  my  eighth  report  of  the  work  in  sewing.  Sew- 
ing is  one  of  the  most  useful  and  practical  branches  of  study  taught 
in  the  schools.  It  teaches  the  child  not  only  to  construct  simple  gar- 
ments but  also  to  repair  them  and  keep  them  in  order.  The  aim  of  the 
course  is  to  make  each  individual  part  of  the  work  as  interesting  and 
practical  as  possible  and  to  encourage  the  children  to  strive  for  good 
results. 

The  instruction  must  be  systematic.  This  is  not  only  true  of  the 
year’s  work,  but  the  course  as  a whole,  joins  itself  to  form  a chain, 
of  which  each  individual  bit  of  work  is  a link.  The  work  is  graded 
from  the  simplest  detail  to  the  finished  garment. 
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Neatness  and  order  are  important  essentials  of  all  needle  work, 
both  in  the  actual  sewing  and  in  the  care  of  material.  During  the 
construction  of  any  garments,  accuracy  is  insisted  upon  and  each  por- 
tion of  the  article  being  made  must  be  the  best  that  the  individual  is 
capable  of  giving,  before  she  is  allowed  to  go  on. 

I am  always  glad  to  vary  the  work  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  individ- 
ual pupil,  that  the  garment  may  be  useful  and  not  an  added  expense. 
Throughout  the  course  I am  endeavoring  to  keep  the  work  as  econo- 
mical as  possible,  recognizing  the  many  demands  made  on  the  parents 
at  this  time. 

Each  girl  is  also  trying  to  “Do  her  bit.”  The  girls  of  the  fifth 
grade  are  snipping  rags  for  pillows;  those  of  the  sixth  are  knitting 
squares  for  afghans  and  hemming  towels  for  hospitals;  the  seventh  are 
making  gray  flannel  night  gowns  and  princess  slips,  while  the  eighth 
are  making  black  sateen  dresses  for  the  school  children  in  France. 
All  of  the  material  for  the  garments  is  supplied  by  the  Red  Cross 
Chapter  of  Attleboro. 

There  are  at  present  about  four  hundred  girls  enrolled  in  the  sew- 
ing classes,  comprising  eleven  schools,  four  grades  and  twenty-eight 
classes. 

Whenever  possible  the  time  given  is  one  hour  each  week  but  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  it  has  been  necessary  to  combine  classes, 
making  some  too  large  for  good  work. 

Where  the  schools  open  at  one  and  one-fifteen,  throughout  the  year, 
I have  given  the  first  period  of  the  session  in  order  to  gain  as  much 
time  as  possible. 

The  Singer  sewing  machines  have  added  to  the  efficiency  of  our 
course  and  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  this  much  needed  equip- 
ment. I would  also  suggest  that  one  be  supplied  for  both  the  South 
Attleboro  and  Tiffany  Schools. 

The  results  are  the  best  report  of  a practical  subject  and  those 
in  sewing  were  collected  at  the  school  exhibition  in  Bliss  Hall  last 
June.  It  was  largely  attended  and  many  expressed  an  appreciation  of 
the  work  which  is  being  carried  on  in  this  department. 

The  co-operation  of  parents  is  earnestly  desired  because  their  in- 
terest and  help  is  essential.  We  extend  a cordial  invitation  to  all  who 
are  interested  to  visit  the  classes  and  see  the  work  being  done. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MINNIE  A.  WALKER. 


REPORTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  following  is  the  report  with  recommendations  of  the  School 
Physician  for  the  year  1917. 

The  work  of  supervising  the  conditions  pertaining  to  the  health  of 
school  children  grows  more  and  more  important  as  the  time  goes  on. 
The  inspection  of  schools  is  carried  on  in  almost  every  town  and  city 
in  the  State  but  I feel  that  we  have  established  more  than  this  now 
in  the  care  of  our  children.  Our  examination  is  more  or  less  nothing 
but  inspection,  and  yet  in  many  cases  it  amounts  to  a great  deal  more, 
now  that  we  have  our  own  school  nurse.  With  this  office  filled  by  a 
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very  competent  young  lady,  we  are  able  to  have  a complete  follow  up 
system,  which  has  accomplished  many  good  results  for  the  betterment 
of  the  children’s  health. 

An  example  of  the  above  is  as  follows:  A case  of  impetigo  is  found 

in  a school  room.  The  school  nurse  goes  to  that  home  and  endeavors 
to  instruct  the  mother  of  that  child  about  the  necessary  treatment  of 
the  disease.  In  this  way  we  are  having  less  and  less  of  such  condi- 
tions and  the  children  will  be  thus  benefited,  as  well  as  our  school 
attendance. 

The  mental  clinic  has  been  conducted  as  often  as  Dr.  Wallace  and 
his  assistant,  Dr.  Libby,  from  the  State  Hospital  at  Wrentham,  can  give 
us  a Monday.  Already  there  have  been  many  cases  classified  but  we 
still  have  many  cases  which  need  examination.  As  this  work  goes 
on  something  must  be  done  to  care  for  these  backward  children  be- 
cause they  cannot  all  be  sent  to  institutions  nor  can  they  have  private 
teachers.  Again,  I repeat  the  recommendation  I made  two  years  ago 
that  a room  with  a special  teacher  be  established  in  one  of  our  school 
buildings  for  the  teaching  of  backward  children. 

The  open  air  school  room  for  the  care  and  teaching  of  tubercular 
and  pre-indisposed  tubercular  children  is  coming  to  be  more  and  more 
important  in  our  city  where  we  have  so  many  such  children.  The 
Health  Officer,  Dr.  Kent,  and  I both  feel  that  this  is  a most  urgent  need, 
in  fact  the  most  important  for  the  betterment  of  the  health  of  the 
children  in  future  years.  You  and  I made  an  interesting  visit  to  Paw- 
tucket last  spring  inspecting  open  air  schools  maintained  by  that  city. 
The  results  obtained  were  very  striking  as  shown  by  the  health  and 
wejght  charts  which  are  kept  for  each  child. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  such  a room  is  small  according  to  their 
experience.  I feel  that  it  costs  us  ten  times  more  without  such  a room 
because  of  exposing  our  well  children  to  the  tubercular  ones.  We  do 
not  see  that  in  dollars  and  cents,  however,  until  it  is  too  late. 

I am  preparing  some  statistics  in  regard  to  the  location  and  num- 
ber of  such  children  that  we  have  scattered  through  our  schools  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  show  the  need  of  such  a room.  I recommend  the 
establishment  of  an  open  air  school  in  the  unused  school  building  on 
South  Main  street. 

During  examinations  I found  that  there  were  97  children  with 
enlarged  and  diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids  needing  operation.  It  was 
interested  to  know  how  this  condition  influenced  the  mental  growth  of 
the  children  so  I had  Miss  Taylor  investigate  as  to  the  progress  of 
each  one  of  the  reported  97  children,  in  their  studies.  Our  of  the  97 
there  were  59  who  were  slow  and  backward  and  the  remaining  38  were 
just  able  to  keep  up  with  their  classes. 

I believe  that  this  helps  to  prove  that  when  a child  has  such  a 
condition,  it  shou.d  be  removed. 

During  the  past  year  I operated  on  twelve  children  free  of  charge, 
in  every  case  removing  large  and  diseased  tonsils. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-three  (653)  working  and  health  cards  have 
been  signed,  three  hundred  and  twelve  (312)  vaccination  certificates 
and  five  hundred  and  sixty  (560)  permits  to  return  to  school. 

I commend  to  you  the  work  of  our  school  nurse,  Mrs.  Alfred  Walker. 
In  every  way  she  is  proving  a most  efficient  worker.  She  is  getting  results. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILFRED  E.  ROUNSEVILLE,  M.  D. 
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Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

From  the  following  report,  it  will,  be  noted  that  the  predominating 
defects  were  enlarged  glands  and  bad  teeth.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
enlarged  glands  resulted  secondarily  from  the  latter.  A reduction  in 
the  percentage  of  these  conditions  could  be  brought  about  either  by 
proper  supervision  of  the  child’s  teeth  at  home  or  by  the  incorporation 
of  dental  hygiene  into  the  curriculum  of  the  schools. 

An  epidemic  of  chicken  pox,  involving  twenty-six  pupils  and  one 
teacher,  occurred  at  the  Tiffany  School,  but  owing  to  the  mildness  of 
the  malady  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  close  the  school.  Two  cases 
of  diphtheria  occurred  at  the  Bliss  School,  both  in  one  room.  The 
cultures  were  taken  from  the  entire  room  but  all  were  returned  negative. 

I am  glad  to  commend  the  school  nurse  and  the  teachers  for  their 
willing  co-operation  as  through  their  efforts  the  efficiency  and  com- 
fort of  the  pupils  have  been  greatly  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  W.  BATTERSHALL,  M.  D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  work  of  investigating  the  various  causes  of  absence  from 
school  during  the  past  year  has  been  much  as  usual.  Aside  from  the 
usual  investigation  there  have  been  several  cases  where  pupils  were 
sent  out  by  order  of  the  school  physicians  but  failed  to  return  to  school 
after  having  been  out  a sufficient  length  of  time  to  recover  from  the 
cause  for  which  they  were  excused. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1917  there  were  many  applications 
for  benevolence  and  I was  obliged  to  draw  quite  heavily  on  the  Ben- 
evolent Fund,  but  owing  to  the  improved  conditions  of  work  in  the 
factories  after  the  spring  term  these  applications  were  reduced  very 
much. 

Following  is  a table  showing  number  of  cases  investigated: 


Absences  Benevolence 

January 22  26 

February 29  16 

March..' 39  22 

April 57  45 

Mav 60  33 

June 27  10 

September 40  15 

October 33  15 

November 30  6 

December 33  1 

370  189 

Calls  made  to  schools,  mills,  and  factories 178 


Cases  warned  for  neglect  to  send  children  to  school 14 

Cases  taken  to  court  for  neglect  to  send  children  to  school 1 

In  one  case  I was  obliged  to  notify  the  superintendent  of  the  Ly- 
man School  at  Westboro  to  remove  a boy  who  was  on  parole  and 
attending  the  Richardson  School. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  you  for  your  advice  and  co-operation 
at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

” WARREN  PARKER. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1918 


Walter  J.  Newman, 

177  Pine  St. 

Term 

Expires 

January 

1919 

Edwin  F.  Thayer, 

Telephone  710-M 
17  Mechanics  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford, 

Telephone  468-M 
Tyler  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald, 

Telephone  717-W 
250  County  St. 

1920 

Thomas  G.  Sadler, 

Telephone  172-M 
South  Attleboro 

1920 

Walter  A.  Briggs, 

Telephone  Pawt.  336-W 
1 Cliff  St. 

1920 

Benjamin  P.  King, 

Telephone  619-R 
17  First  St. 

1921 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson, 

Telephone  764-W 
13  Maple  St. 

1921 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin, 

Telephone  354-W 
32  John  St. 

1921 

Telephone : 

Residence  713-W,  Office  279-J 

ORGANIZATION 


Benjamin  P.  King Chairman 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin Secretary 

Benjamin  P.  King Representative  before  Municipal  Council 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr.  King,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mr.  Thayer. 

Text-Books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Incidentals  and  Repairs 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Sadler,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Visiting  Schools 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mrs.  Ford,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Briggs. 

INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Advisory  Committee 

S.  M.  Einstein,  E.  L.  Gowen,  W.  L.  King, 

H.  D.  Lincoln,  J.  H.  Harmstone. 


146 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TEACHERS 

HIGH  SCHOOL— County  St. 

Charles  J.  Peterson,  Principal 27  Summer  St. 

Ernest  W.  Pratt,  Science 52  Robert  St. 

Edith  L.  Claflin,  German 144  Pleasant  St. 

Lida  H.  Marrs,  Commercial  Branches 62  North  Main  St. 

Marjorie  A.  Thayer,  English 178  South  Main  St. 

Martha  A.  Clapp,  Latin  and  English 35  Peck  St. 

Daisy  A.  Howe,  Mathematics 10  Hope  St. 

Mildred  P.  Masse,  French 15  Grove  St. 

Irene  Ingalls,  Biology 17  Grove  St 

Regina  Randall,  English .8  Jefferson  St. 

G.  Charles  Marsden,  History 63  North  Main  St. 

Grace  M.  Thompson,  Commercial  Branches 17  Grove  St. 

Gladys  M.  Greene,  Domestic  Science 31  Third  St. 

Marion  G.  Cronin,  English  and  Spanish 142  County  St. 

William  F.  Eastwood,  Manual  Training 117  South  Main  St. 

Kenneth  R.  Harper,  Assistant  Manual  Training.  . . .178  South  Main  St. 

Bessie  M.  Banyea,  Commercial  Branches 142  County  St. 

BANK  STREET  SCHOOL— Cor.  Bank  and  Peck  Sts. 

Room 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal 683  Park  St. 

3 Alice  M.  McNerney.  VIII  206  Park  St. 

7 Effie  G.  Higgins,  VIII 191  South  Main  St. 

8 Marjorie  E.  Davies,  VIII 33  Elizabeth  St. 

4 Edith  Loveitt,  VIII 15  Grove  St. 

6 Hazelfern  Hofmann,  VIII 191  Park  Ave. 

CHARLES  E.  BLISS  SCHOOL— Park  St. 

1  Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal 683  Park  St. 

1 Grace  E.  Moulton,  Asst.,  VII 662  Park  St. 

2 Harriet  EL  Whiting,  VI 62  North  Main  St. 

3 Florence  E.  Tarleton,  V 8 Howard  Ave. 

4 Helen  N.  Davies,  IV 33  Elizabeth  St. 

5 Roxie  M.  Taylor,  III 38  Holden  St. 

6 Elsie  E.  Bowen,  II 662  Park  St. 

7 Alice  M.  Balentine.  II,  1 10J  Park  Ave. 

8 H.  Marion  Lillibridge,  1 2 Burnside  Ave. 

Julia  L.  Merry  (Mrs.),  Individual  Instruction R.  R.  No.  1 

BRIGGS  CORNER  SCHOOL 

1 Anna  I.  Dearborn,  Principal,  VI,  V 174  North  Main  St. 

2 Mildred  N.  Brownell.  IV,  III 230  South  Main  St. 

3 Helen  L.  Johnson,  II,  1 23  Dean  St. 

CAPRON  SCHOOL — Cor.  Fourth  and  Prospect  Sts. 

1 Lucy  H.  George,  III,  II 55  South  Main  St.,  Mansfield,  Mass 

2 Elizabeth  R.  Holbrook,  II,  1 29  Pleasant  St. 

CARPENTER  STREET  SCHOOL 

1 Edna  L.  Atwell,  II Hebronville,  Mass. 

2 Clara  F.  Bourne,  I * R.  R.  No.  4 
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DODGEVILLE  SCHOOL 

Room 

1 Mary  G.  Gilles,  Principal,  VI,  V 23  Hope  St. 

2 Clara  G.  Smith,  IV,  III Ill  Thacher  St. 

3 Dorothy  M.  Elliot,  II,  1 117  Pleasant  St. 

4 Grace  R.  Pimer,  1 58  Bank  St. 

FARMERS  SCHOOL— West  St. 

1 Marion  S.  Hamblett,  Principal,  VI,  V 40  Elizabeth  St. 

3  Eleanor  A.  Williams,  IV,  III 165  North  Main  St. 

2 Louise  G.  Richards,  II,  1 34  Peck  St. 

HEBRONVILLE  SCHOOL 

1 Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal,  VII,  VI 23  Hope  St. 

2 Mary  L.  Baxter,  V,  IV 3 Peck  Ave. 

3 Ruth  M.  Cunningham,  III,  II 8 Howard  Ave. 

4 Jennie  S.  Pierce,  I Hebronville 

5 Kathrina  S.  Thayer,  Kindergarten Hebronville 

5 Flora  M.  Goff,  Asst.  Kindergarten Hebronville 

PLAT  SCHOOL 

Edith  G.  Johnson,  III,  II,  1 24  Park  Ave. 

PLEASANT  STREET  SCHOOL 

1 M.  Vaulein  Moore,  III,  II 142  County  St. 

2 Vera  H.  Sherwood,  II,  1 19  Hayward  St. 

ABIATHAR  A.  RICHARDSON  SCHOOL— 

Cor.  Pearl  and  Pine  St. 

1 Earle  C.  Macomber,  Principal 8|  Fourth  st. 

1 Harriett  M.  Miller,  Asst.,  VII 33  Elizabeth  St. 

2 Ruth  F.  Sampson,  VI 10  Hope  SL 

3 Annie  L.  Williams,  VI,  V 18  Park  Avp. 

4 Helen  I.  Fraser,  V 8 Howard  Ave. 

5 Norma  I.  Bake,  IV 24  Park  Ave. 

6 R.  Ursula  Bessom,  IV 50  Dunham  S'- 

7 Marian  R.  Tule,  III 22  Park  Ave. 

8 Mary  L.  Chapman  (Mrs.),  Ill 50  Dunham  St. 

9 Florence  M.  Lillibridge,  II 2 Burnside  Ave. 

10  Annie  H.  Traill,  1 118  Union  St. 

Amy  E.  White,  Individual  Instruction 54  Dean  St. 

SANFORD  STREET  SCHOOL 

2 A.  Irvin  Studley,  Principal 6 Sturdy  St. 

2 Hannah  M.  Pratt,  Asst.,  VII 24  Dean  St. 

1 Clara  J.  Currie,  VII 12  Holden  St. 

4 Laura  V.  Arentzen,  VI 8 Jefferson  St. 

3 Zita  Simms,  VI 119  Pine  St. 

8 Mildred  McFadden,  V 15  Grove  St. 

7 Alice  M.  Gallup,  V 89  East  St.,  Mansfield,  Mass. 

6  Mildred  P.  Harrison,  IV 8 Howard  Ave. 

5 Nellie  L.  Barker,  IV 33  Elizabeth  St. 

9 Mary  E.  McManus,  III 82  Dean  St. 

11  Margaret  F.  Gaynor,  II 9 West  St. 

10  Bertha  L.  Mowry,  1 5 Second  St. 

Leonora  P.  Beers,  Individual  Instruction 171  South  Main  St. 
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SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  SCHOOL 

Room 

1 Marion  L.  Fountain,  Principal,  VII,  VI 22\  Jefferson  St. 

3 Alma  C.  Hillman,  V,  IV 538  Thacher  St. 

4 Carrie  M.  Durgin,  III,  II 8 Howard  Ave. 

2 Ethel  H.  Sanford,  1 23  Dean  St. 

JOSEPH  O.  TIFFANY  SCHOOL— Thacher  St. 

1 Abbie  C.  Hill  (Mrs.),  Principal,  VII,  VI 57  Bank  St. 

2 Edna  S.  Evans,  V . 10H  Park  Ave. 

3 Clara  E.  Flint,  V 145  County  St. 

4 Emily  Bowen,  IV ...214  Pine  St. 

5 Edith  C.  Polechio,  III 8 Howard  Ave. 

6 Mary  F.  Wade,  II,  1 8 Howard  Ave. 

7 Elizabeth  E.  Sherwood,  II 19  Hayward  St. 

8 A.  Lee  Bryant,  1 142  County  St. 

Ada  G.  Cochrane,  Individual  Instruction 60  Dean  St. 

WASHINGTON  SCHOOL 

1 Grace  L.  Sullivan,  Principal,  VII,  VI 118  Union  St. 

2 Katherine  Maier,  V,  IV 8 Howard  Ave. 

3 Catherina  Slaiger,  IV,  III... Old  Post  Road,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

4 Hazel  Huxley,  II,  I South  Attleboro,  Mass. 

SUPERVISORS  AND  SPECIAL  TEACHERS 

John  Laing  Gibb,  Music 103  Bank  St. 

Persis  A.  Crowell,  Drawing 91  Peck  St. 

Office  hour:  Monday,  4:15-5:00  P.  M. 

Helen  P.  Bullard,  Asst.  Drawing 10|  Park  Ave. 

Office  hour:  Wednesday,  4:15-5:00  P.  M. 

Minnie  A.  Walker,  Sewing Hebronville 


JANITORS 


Robert  Barnes,  High,  Capron Room  404,  Bronson  Annex 

Joseph  I.  Tharl 301  South  Main  St. 

Bank  St.,  Sanford  St.,  Carpenter  St.,  Pleasant  St.,  South  Main  St. 

John  V.  Stone,  Richardson 11  Grove  St. 

Charles  C.  Rockwood,  Bliss 22  Park  Ave. 

Charles  J.  Nelson,  Tiffany 9 Summer  St. 

Sheldon  Williams,  Farmers 62  North  Main  St. 

Carlos  T.  Clark,  Briggs  Corner R.  F.  D.  No.  1 

Bilsborrow  Ainsworth,  Dodgeville,  96  South  Main  St.,  Dodgeville,  Mass. 

Alex  Lapalme,  Hebronville Knight  Ave.,  Hebronville,  Mass. 

Thomas  F.  Dean South  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Raymond  Avey,  Washington R.  F.  D.  No.  5 

David  Hamilton,  Plat R.  F.  D.  No.  5 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
ATTLEBORO  HIGH  SCHOOL 

High  School  Hall,  Thursday  Evening,  June  21,  1917. 


PROGRAM 


Entrance  March — “High  School  Cadets” 

HIGH  SCHOOL  ORCHESTRA 


Invocation 


REV.  E.  C.  MILLER 

Music — “Hark  the  Awakening  Call” 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 


Address  of  Welcome 


EDWARD  COLSON  FALES 
President  of  the  Class 

Essay — “Modern  Altruism” 

HELEN  IRENE  MILLER 


Sousa 


Lachner 


Solo — “The  Awakening  Spring” Teresa  Del  Riego 

ETHEL  FRANCES  SULLIVAN 

Essay — “National  Songs” 

GERTRUDE  ELLEN  BAKER 

Essay — “The  American  Merchant  Marine” 

CLIFFORD  WILLIAM  STOWE 

Violin  Solo — “Cavatina” Raff 

KENNETH  GEORGE  ALLEN 
Accompanied  by  Ethel  Florence  Larson 

History  of  the  Class  of  1917 

ETHEL  FRANCES  SULLIVAN 
TIMOTHY  JOHN  LYONS 


Essay — “Knowledge  is  Power” 

JONAS  SALLET 

Music — “Thunderer  March” Sousa 

ORCHESTRA 

Essay — “Humanity  in  the  War” 

HAZEL  BELLE  PAWLOWSKY 

Essay  and  Valedictory — “Old  Glory” 

ELIZABETH  FAIRBROTHER  CORNELL 
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Music — “To  Thee,  O Country” Eichberg 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

EDWIN  F.  THAYER 
Of  the  School  Committee 


Music — “Class  Song 


March  of  the  Graduates — “The  Gladiator” 

ORCHESTRA 


Sousa 


LIST  OF  GRADUATES 


Newton  Henry  Alfred 
Kenneth  George  Allen 
Annie  Evelyn  Alsop 
Annie  Lazella  Ash 
Irene  Hattie  Atwell 
Joseph  Carlton  Bagnall 
Gertrude  Ellen  Baker 
Harriet  Mae  Barton 
Edith  Maria  Bensson 
Ida  Irene  Blair 
Dorothy  Emmons  Bryant 
Amy  Bunn 

Bertha  Calista  Cargill 
Mildred  Mary  Cooney 
Helen  Cooper 

Elizabeth  Fairbrother  Cornell 
Arthur  Ernest  Daly 
Anthony  Leo  Danis 
William  Edward  Dennis 
Edward  Colson  Fales 
Dean  Augustus  French 
Nelson  Vance  Gay 
Hugh  Geddes,  Jr. 

Charles  James  Guild 
Rose  Eileen  Guild 
Abraham  Hiller 
Mildred  Edna  Hudson 
Mary  Katherine  Johnston 

Hazel 


Ethel  Florence  Larson 
Albert  Chester  Lewis 
Elsie  May  Lord 
Timothy  John  Lyons 
Howard  William  Mattson 
Charles  Edward  Miller 
Helen  Irene  Miller 
Bazil  Bryan  Mulligan 
Miriam  Alona  Murray 
Frederick  Atwood  Newell 
Aileen  Janua  Nicola 
Florence  Agnes  O’Donnell 
Laura  Blanche  Orr 
William  Prince  Orr 
Dorothy  Clemons  Parker 
Hazel  Belle  Pawlowsky 
Irving  Benton  Robinson 
Jonas  Sallet 
Albani  Andrew  Servais 
Mary  Elizabeth  Sharkey 
Caroline  Selma  Spier 
Alice  Priscilla  Stanton 
Clifford  William  Stowe 
Ethel  Frances  Sullivan 
Grace  Irene  Tregoning 
Francis  Elliott  Williams 
Louis  Roy  Wilmarth 
Joseph  Schofield  Woodward 
Gertrude  Young 


HONORS 

Elizabeth  Fairbrother  Cornell  Jonas  Sallet 

Helen  Irene  Miller  Gertrude  Ellen  Baker 

Hazel  Belle  Pawlowsky 
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CLASS  SONG 

HURRAH  FOR  SEVENTEEN! 

Four  long  years  of  happiness 
We  all  have  classmates  been, 

And  now  we’ll  lift  our  voices  high 
In  praise  of  seventeen. 

Hurrah  for  our  colors! 

The  black  and  the  gold! 

Hurrah  for  our  motto! 

To  all  be  it  told. 

For  “Knowledge  is  Power,’’ 

That  has  been  our  cry. 

Hurrah  for  the  boys, 

All  true  ’til  they  die! 

Hurrah  for  our  maidens! 

Where’er  they  may  stray! 

Seventeen  forever! 

Forever  and  a day! 

(Words  by  Elizabeth  Fairbrother  Cornell. 

Music  by  Grace  Irene  Tregoning.) 


Class  Motto:  “Knowledge  is  Power’’ 

Class  Colors:  Black  and  Gold 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
BANK  STREET  AND  WASHINGTON  SCHOOLS 

High  School  Hall,  Thursday  Afternoon,  June  21,  1917. 


PROGRAM 


March 

Invocation 

THE  REVEREND  THOMAS  J.  HORNER 


Chorus — “Centennial  Hymn” Wbittier-Smith 

Recitation — “The  Rising  in  1776” Thomas  Read 


VIRGINIA  BRADFORD  JONES 


Song — “Flag  of  Our  Country” 
Accompanied 

Elliot  Armitage 
Evelyn  Street 
Edesse  Boudreau 
Grace  Brown 


Miss  Ruth  Tomlinson 

Olive  Geer 
Harry  Haselton 
Levi  Monast 
Robert  Habershaw 


“A  Pageant  of  the  Holidays” 

(Written  by  the  participants) 


Columbia 

April  Nineteenth.. 

Memorial  Day 

July  Fourth 

Thanksgiving  Day 
Christmas 


Alice  Sykes 

..Adin  Sargeant 
...Florence  Cole 
..Mildred  Adams 
Martha  Gorovitz 
Henry  Crowther 


Chorus — “Excelsior” 


Schnecker 


Recitation  “Opportunity” Edward  Rowland  Sill 

WALTER  GAY 

Playlet — “A  New  Kind  of  Memorial  Day” 

Written  by  Evelyn  Hasler 
Characters 

Doris  Drayton Katherine  Geddes 

Jack  Drayton Robert  Mason 

Mrs.  Drayton Elizabeth  Cohen 

Phyllis,  James — Playmates  of  the  Drayton  Children 

Mildred  Cobb,  Ormond  Saart 
Doctor Walter  Thurber 


Chorus — “The  Call  to  Arms” 
Presentation  of  Diplomas 


Veazie 
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GRADUATES 


Mildred  Grace  Adams 
Annie  Victoria  Anderson 
Hildur  Victoria  Anderson 
Elliott  Ann  Armitage 
Winthrop  Atwood  Ashley 
Alberta  Knowles  Austin 
Olive  Marjorie  Baker 
Mildred  Jean  Bailey 
May  Mary  Baumgartel 
Ada  Frances  Bennett 
Esther  Johanna  Linnea  Benson 
George  Felix  Benway 
Elden  George  Berthold 
Phyllis  Evelyn  Boots 
William  Charles  Bott 
Edesse  Kenyon  Boudreau 
George  Elmer  Bowman 
Signe  Maria  Brask 
Raymond  Francis  Brennan 
Grace  Mabel  Brown 
Milton  Angell  Brown 
Katheleen  Beatrice  Carey 
Gertrude  May  Carney 
Frederick  Vernon  Chipman 
Priscilla  Chipman 
Beatrice  Clap 
Dorothy  Louise  Clark 
Kenneth  Cyril  Clark 
Dorothy  Clegg 
Thomas  Francis  Clinton 
Mildred  Louise  Cobb 
Elizabeth  Cohen 
Florence  Pearl  Cole 
Charles  Daniel  Cosgrove 
Daniel  Anthony  Crecca 
Henry  Marsden  Crowther,  Jr. 
Walter  Ambrose  Cruff 
Maynard  Wheaton  Davis 
Josephine  Margaret  Driscoll 
Marion  Louise  Dunn 
Ruth  Ailene  Dyer 
Milton  Mason  Elsbree 
Ruby  Lillian  Fales 
Josephine  Theresa  Farrell 
Elizabeth  Ruth  Fein 
Bennie  Fine 

Willard  Augustus  Fitton 
Elsie  Isabel  Fitzgerald 
Rose  An  'a  Frawley 
Marjorie  Adelaide  Frear 
Mary  Louise  Gaboury 
Blanche  Mary  Gagner  * 
William  Hopkinson  Garner,  Jr. 
Doris  Jane  Gaston 
Walter  Agusta  Gay 
Ellen  Catherine  Gaynor 
Katherine  May  Geddes 


Olive  Harriet  Geer 
Hime  Globus 
Dorothy  Grace  Gorman 
Martha  Charlotte  Gorovitz 
Robert  Joseph  Habershaw 
Harry  Kenneth  Haselton 
Evelyn  Hildegarde  Hasler 
Solomon  Hiller 
Sophia  Hiller 
Rose  Margaret  Hoard 
Annie  Elsie  Hoddie 
Ruth  Colby  Holmes 
Emily  Isabel  Horner 
Howard  Willis  Huntress 
Arthur  Elliot  Johnson 
Carl  Emanuel  Johnson 
Florence  Gertrude  Johnson 
Margaret  Rose  Johnston 
Frederic  Kennerson  Johnstone 
Virginia  Bradford  Jones 
Stephen  Kelly 
Aaron  Nathan  Kiff 
Bertha  King 

Joseph  Ambrose  King,  Jr. 
Walter  Allan  King 
Ruth  Ella  Kinney 
Richard  Thomas  Knowles 
Elise  Suzanne  Kondi 
Earl  Lucien  LaMarche 
Margaret  Lawton 
Walter  Miller  Leach 
Mary  Ellen  Levis 
Harold  Stephen  Lewis 
Axel  Fridolf  Lind 
Louise  Ludwig  Linkletter 
Harry  Leopold  London 
William  Patrick  Lyons 
Fredrick  Lea  MacDonald 
Robert  Parker  Mason 
John  Carl  McAuliffe 
Helen  Mary  McCaffrey 
Catherine  Rose  McCann 
James  Arthur  McGann 
Grace  Elizabeth  McLeod 
Ernest  Levi  Mehring 
Marcel  Michael  Messier.  Jr. 
Prudence  Loxley  Middleton 
Levi  Monast 
Elbert  Francis  Money 
Lawrence  Wheaton  Monroe 
Mary  Grace  Morowski 
Edward  Joseph  Mulkern 
John  Joseph  Mullaney,  Jr. 
Dorothy  Agnes  Mulligan 
Martha  Evelyn  Murray 
Agnes  Lillian  Nelson 
Audrey  Zalmon  N^ola 
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Carl  Robert  Ockert 
Harold  Irving  Oulton 
Edith  Lula  Ousley 
Albany  Alfred  Paille 
Catherine  Schiller  Parker 
Carl  Albert  Peasley 
Roby  Wilkinson  Peck 
Theodore  Barlow  Peckham 
James  Raymond  Percy 
Eunice  Ann  Perry 
Emmy  Lillian  Peterson 
Armand  Leonel  Pinault 
Francis  George  Ploudre 
Alvin  Winifred  Purdy 
Hattie  Sophia  Randall 
James  Russell  Read 
Muriel  Read 

George  Edgar  Robbins,  Jr. 
Louise  Chester  Roberts 
Albert  Ormond  Saart 
Percy  Sallet 
Adin  Samuel  Sargeant 
Leo  Clement  Scanlon 
Edna  Rosella  Seguin 
Rose  Emma  Servais 
Sadie  Louise  Sharkey 
Frances  Beatrice  Sillman 
Alma  George  Siddall 
Dorothy  Howard  Slade 
Irene  Slater 


Clinton  Thomas  Smith 
William  Leonard  Stevens 
Laura  Isabelle  Stewart 
Edgar  Leroy  Stolfer 
Evelyn  Eliza  Street 
George  Herbert  Swanson 
Alice  Sykes 
Charles  Everett  Taylor 
Herbert  Louise  Thomae 
Sarah  Gertrude  Thurber 
Walter  Percival  Thurber 
Arthur  Graham  Tingley 
Earl  Raymond  Truell 
Frederick  Rothwell  Upton 
Anna  Frances  Whalen 
William  Ernest  Walker 
Dorothy  Mae  Ward 
Edythe  Irma  Warren 
Charles  LeRoy  Wendell 
Merton  Eugene  Whipple 
Ruth  Alethea  Whittaker 
Bertha  Lenora  Williams 
Howard  Everett  Williams 
Louis  Edgar  Williams 
Sabina  Hope  Williams 
Raymond  Earl  Wilmarth 
John  Willy  Woodward 
Lillian  May  Woodward 
Ethel  Viola  Wright 
Harry  Llewellyn  Young 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  SCHOOL 

•Bethany  Chapel,  Wednesday  Evening,  June  20,  1917. 


March 


PROGRAM 

MISS  HELEN  N.  RICHARDS 


Chorus — “America” 

Invocation 

REV.  SEELYE  BRYANT 


Response — “God  is  my  Strong  Salvation” 
“The  Gettysburg  Address” 


“Thou,  Too,  Sail  On” 
Vocal  Solo 

“The  American  Flag” 


HENRY  P.  ROBERTS 
GEORGE  E.  REID 
RUSSELL  A.  LENZEN 
MARION  A.  DRISCOLL 


Chorus — “Flag  of  Our  Country” 

“Marco  Bozzaris” 

THEODORE  M.  SHAW 

“Horatius  at  the  Bridge” 

MILDRED  L.  TINGLEY 

Piano  Duet — “La  Grace” 

AMY  E.  ANDREWS 
VIVIAN  M.  SADLER 

“Legend  of  Bregenz” 

MABEL  L.  TINGLEY 

“The  Man  Without  a Country” 

LOIS  E.  ANDREWS 

Chorus — “The  Call  to  Arms” 


Presentation  of  Diplomas 

MR.  WALTER  A.  BRIGGS 
Member  of  the  School  Committee 

Benediction 

“The  Star  Spangled  Banner” 

GRADUATES 

Amy  Henrietta  Andrews 
Lois  Eunice  Andrews 
Thomas  Frederick  Dean 
Marion  Alice  Driscoll 
Helen  May  Hopkins 
Russell  Angilly  Lenzen 
Charles  Frederick  Orr,  Jr. 


George  Ernest  Reid 
Henry  Pierce  Roberts 
Vivian  Mildred  Sadler 
Theodore  McGinnis  Shaw 
Mabel  Lattime  Tingley 
Mildred  Lattime  Tingley 
George  Frederick  Sumner 
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SOLDIERS’  BURIAL 


REPORT  OF  THE  AGENT  FROM  JULY  1,  1917, 

TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

Since  assuming  charge  of  this  department  only  one  .soldier  has 
been  buried  by  the  State,  $50.00  being  allowed  for  same,  $48.00  to  be 
paid  to  the  person  assuming  the  funeral  expenses,  and  $2.00  to  the 
Agent,  said  $2.00  being  turned  back  to  the  City  as  a receipt  of  this 
department. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


To  be  reimbursed  by  the  State. 


W.  J.  NEWMAN, 
Agent. 


SOLDIERS’  RELIEF 


REPORT  OF  THE  AGENT  FROM  JULY  1,  1917, 

TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

Thirty-one  (31)  persons  have  been  aided  from  this  department, 
twenty-eight  (28)  now  being  on  the  roll. 

Two  persons  have  died  since  the  first  of  July  and  one  has  been 
discontinued. 

The  sum  of  $1,313.00  has  been  disbursed  to  the  above  mentioned 
thirty-one  persons. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  J.  NEWMAN, 
Agent  for  Soldiers’  Relief. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


157 


SOLDIER’S  SPECIAL  RELIEF  FUND 


REPORT  OF  THE  AGENT  FROM  JULY  1,  1917, 

TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

Eleven  persons  have  been  aided  by  this  department  since  I as- 
sumed charge  on  July  1,  1917,  and  the  sum  of  $190.79  has  been  dis- 
bursed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

Agent. 


STATE  AID 


REPORT  OF  THE  AGENT  FROM  JULY  1,  1917, 

TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

Since  resuming  the  duties  of  this  office  July  1,  1917,  thirty-nine 
(39)  different  individuals  have  received  aid  from  this  department; 
$1068.00  having  been  disbursed. 

There  are  now  thirty-five  (35)  names  on  the  roll,  four  (4)  having 
been  dropped,  two  (2)  having  moved  from  town  and  two  (2)  dropped 
for  other  causes. 

Three  (3)  names  on  the  roll  are  on  account  of  the  German  war. 
Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

Agent. 


To  be  reimbursed  by  the  State. 
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CITY  SOLICITOR 


December  20,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro : — 

During  the  year  1917  some  of  the  law  suits  against  the  City  of 
Attleboro  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  case  of  Joachin  P.  Duranleau  against  the  City  of  Attleboro 
w^s  tried  at  the  March  session  of  the  Superior  Court  before  Justice 
Dubuque  and  a jury.  The  plaintiff  claimed  damages  for  the  alleged 
overflowing  of  his  property  south  of  Orange  Street,  by  water  passing 
through  catch  basins  at  the  corner  of  Lafayette  and  Mulberry  Streets, 
and  at  the  corner  of  Lafayette  and  Orange  Street,  and  then  through  a 
drain  laid  across  Orange  Street  emptying  on  land  south  of  Orange 
Street  and  north  of  that  owned  by  the  plaintiff.  The  trial  lasted  two 
days  and  resulted  in  a verdict  for  the  defendant. 

At  the  September  session  of  the  Superior  Court  the  case  of  Elin 
Grahn  against  the  City  of  Attleboro  was  on  the  list  for  trial,  and  was 
settled  for  $650.00.  In  this  case  the  plaintiff  claimed  damages  because 
she  was  injured  while  a traveler  upon  the  highway,  such  injury  having 
been  caused  by  a defect  in  the  way;  namely,  a water  shut-off  which 
protruded  one  and  one-half  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  center  of 
the  sidewalk. 

The  case  of  the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  against 
Louis  C.  Luther  pending  in  the  same  court  was  on  the  list  for  trial  but 
could  not  be  tried  because  the  necessary  evidence  could  not  be  pro- 
cured in  time. 

Another  suit  brought  by  the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers against  Louis  C.  Luther  is  still  pending  in  the  Superior  Court  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  cannot  be  tried  for  the  same  reason. 

Suit  was  brought  against  the  City  by  Frank  H.  Dickinson  for  dam- 
age to  the  plaintiff’s  auto  truck  which  was  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  a defect  in  the  highway  on  Union  Street.  This  suit  has  not  been 
brought  to  trial  to  date. 

The  claim  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  against  the  Interstate  Con- 
solidated Street  Railway  for  damage  done  to  the  South  Attleboro  fire 
truck  was  settled  for  $75.34,  the  amount  of  the  damage. 

Eight  claims  were  made  against  the  City  for  injuries  to  persons 
and  property.  Some  of  these  claims  have  evidently  been  discontinued 
by  parties  making  them.  As  soon  as  reported,  each  claim  was  in- 
vestigated by  the  City  Solicitor  and  Superintendent  of  Public  Works, 
and  very  valuable  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  Police  Department. 

However,  two  of  these  claims  were  settled  during  the  year.  The 
claim  of  Gertrude  Robbins  for  clothing  torn  by  a nail  protruding  from 
a garbage  box  was  settled  for  $5.00. 

The  claim  of  Vito  Pistolese  which  has  been  pending  for  three  or 
four  years  was  settled  this  summer  for  $300.00  and  releases  for  past 
and  future  damages  caused  or  anticipated  by  reason  of  the  change  of 
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location  of  certain  drains  crossing  Maple  Street,  were  given  to  the 
City. 

A rent  bill  amounting  to  $15.00  was  collected  for  the  Board  of 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 

Briefs  were  prepared  and  assistance  given  to  the  president  of  the 
Council  in  the  case  of  Arthur  F.  Gehrung  against  Philip  E.  Brady  and 
other  members  of  the  Municipal  Council.  This  was  a petition  for  a 
writ  of  certeriori  in  which  Mr.  Gehrung  claimed  that  in  canvassing 
the  votes  at  the  municipal  election  in  December,  1916,  the  Municipal 
Council  had  made  error  and  that  he  should  have  been  declared  a mem- 
ber of  the  Municipal  Council  instead  of  his  opponent,  Councillor  Gar- 
ner. The  Supreme  Court  ordered  the  petition  dismissed. 

Section  6 and  Section  11  of  Chapter  680  of  the  Acts  of  1914  (the 
City  charter)  were  amended  by  Chapter  141  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917.  The  amendment  to  Section  6 relates  to  the  election  and  quali- 
fication of  members  of  the  Municipal  Council.  Section  11  corrects  an 
error  relating  to  the  time  that  city  officers  shall  begin  their  terms  of 
office. 

The  City  Solicitor  attended  Legislative  Committee  hearings  on 
bills  of  interest  to  the  City,  the  most  important  of  these  bills  being 
the  bill  relating  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  on 
incomes. 

The  Washington  Street  bridge  matter  was  disposed  of  during  the 
year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a petition  was  filed  for  the  modi- 
fication of  a decree  granted  by  the  County  Commissioners  September 
23,  1913,  and  hearings  were  held  in  Attleboro  and  Taunton.  As  a re- 
sult of  these  hearings  the  matter  was  compromised  so  that  a foot 
bridge  eight  feet  in  width  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the  railroad  along 
the  side  of  the  existing  bridge,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  matter  be- 
fore the  County  Commissioners  be  postponed  a few  years,  as  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  railroad,  as  well  as  a contemplated  change  in  the 
layout  of  the  tracks,  might  cause  a great  loss  if  a permanent  bridge 
was  built  at  this  time.  The  foot  bridge  has  been  completed  and  opened 
to  public  travel,  and  has  relieved  the  traffic  congestion  at  that  point  a 
great  deal. 

The  City  Solicitor  attended  a hearing  given  by  the  Public  Service 
Commission  regarding  condemnation  of  certain  land  at  East  Junction. 
So  far  as  could  be  ascertained  the  City  of  Attleboro  was  not  inter- 
ested. 

The  controversy  regarding  boundary  lines  of  the  Farmers  School 
property  has  remained  unchanged  for  nearly  a year.  The  City  So- 
licitor requested  that  the  Municipal  Council  re-layout  West  Street  in 
front  of  the  school  property  in  order  that  the  title  to  the  school  land 
could  be  regisered.  Registration  of  this  title  would  clear  up  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  boundaries  of  the  land,  and  the  rights  of  the  City 
would  be  definitely  determined  thereby.  The  Municipal  Council  held 
a hearing  on  the  re-layout  of  West  Street,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
no  definite  action  has  been  taken.  It  is  urged  that  West  Street  be  re- 
laid  out  in  the  very  near  future  as  delay  will  impair  the  rights  of  the 
City  very  seriously. 

Two  tracts  of  land  were  purchased  as  additions  to  the  Rifle  Range, 
and  the  terms  of  purchase  of  another  tract  of  land  have  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  City  and  its  owner.  It  has  been  impossible  to  complete 
this  purchase  because  of  a defect  in  the  title.  This  defect  will  be 
remedied  very  shortly. 

The  legal  business  relating  to  the  layout  of  Union  Street  has  been 
completed  as  far  as  necessary  to  date. 
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Several  opinions  were  given  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council 
and  various  departments  during  the  year. 

Matters  of  minor  importance  were  attended  to  during  the  year, 
but  to  report  these  matters  in  detail  would  require  a great  deal  of 
space,  in  fact  more  space  than  their  importance  permits. 

Of  the  appropriation  of  $850.00  made  for  this  department  for  the 
year  1917,  $687.50  has  been  expended  for  salary,  and  $83.57  for  ex- 
pense to  the  date  of  this  report.  $62.50  will  be  required  for  salary 
for  the  month  of  December  and  a balance  of  approximately  $16.43  will 
remain  at  the  end  of  the  year  unused. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  COADY, 

City  Solicitor. 
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SEALER  OF 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


December  21,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro:  — 


Gentlemen: 


I herewith  submit  my  third  annual  report  as  Sealer  of  Weights  ana 
Measures  for  the  City  of  Attleboro. 


Scales — 


Adjusted 

Sealed  Non-Sealed 

Condemned 

Platform,  over  5,000  lbs.. 

13 

Platform,  under  5,000 

lbs.  40 

149 

2 

2 

Counter  

10 

118 

Beam  

1 

5 

Spring  balance 

13 

116 

4 

Computing 

2 

49 

Slot  weighting 

12 

Prescription  

7 

Weights — 

Avoirdupois  

32 

1089 

2 

Apothecary 

95 

Metric  

53 

Measures — 

Dry  measures  

15 

Liquid  measures 

180 

Automatic  measuring 

pumps 

6 

42 

Milk  jars 

56 

12 

Yard  measures 

36 

Total  

104 

2035 

2 

20 

Fees. 

Fees  collected  and  turned 

over  to  City 

Treasurer. . 

1916  fees  

11.72 

Inspection  of  oil 

75.00 

Total 

$243.32 

Uncollected  fees  

4.13 

Office  calls  for  sealing 54 

Outside  calls  for  sealing 204 

Articles  reweighed 406 


During  the  past  year  the  State  Department  has  tendered  the  ser- 
vice of  city  and  town  sealers  to  the  Food  Administrator,  Mr.  H.  B. 
Endicott,  for  the  inspection  and  reweighing  of  articles  of  food.  To 
give  the  efficient  service  required,  the  salary  of  the  sealer  should  be 
considered. 

I recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  ($1,000)  dollars 
for  year  of  1918. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


HUGH  GAFFNEY 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  WIRING 


December  20,  1917. 

To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

Dear  Sir:  — 


I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Wires  for  the 
year  ending  November  30,  1917. 


Month 

Applications 

Permits 

Inspections 

Outside 

January  

57 

57 

57 

February  

25 

25 

31 

March  

. . 26 

29 

30 

April  

26 

26 

29 

May  

24 

24 

24 

June  

13 

13 

20 

46 

July  

28 

28 

30 

August 

16 

16 

17 

September  

22 

22 

22 

October  

14 

12 

20 

November  

18 

18 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

269 

280 

298 

46 

46 

Total  inspections  . . 

344 

I would  recommend  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Wires  be  revised  in  accordance  with  the  State  and  National 
E’ectric  Code  which  are  constantly  changing  from  year  to  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.  C.  WETHERELL, 

Inspector  of  Wires. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen: — I have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  the  third  annual 
report  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

This  department  has  the  general  care  of  all  public  highways  (streets 
and  sidewalks),  construction  of  new  streets  and  sidewalks,  street  lighting, 
street  sprinkling,  street  signs  and  house  numbering,  street  cleaning,  and 
all  work  connected  with  surface  drainage;  sewers,  including  filter  beds; 
water  system,  including  reservoir,  filter  beds,  standpipe  and  pumping 
station,  except  the  collection  of  water  rates  and  other  bills  incident  to  the 
various  departments;  and  general  supervision  over  all  engineering  work 
which  is  done  by  the  engineer  of  this  department.  The  completion  of  the 
new  rifle  range  was  also  under  the  supervision  of  this  department. 

The  department  met  with  a sad  loss  on  May  2,  when  three  of  its  very 
efficient  employees,  Lester  Ainsworth,  Foreman  of  Highways,  Earl  W. 
Kimball,  Engineer,  and  Clarence  E.  Jewell,  Assistant  Engineer,  were 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 

The  present  organization  of  the  department  is  as  follows:  Robert 

Beverage,  Foreman  Water  and  Sewers;  W.  C.  H.  Stevenson,  Foreman  of 
Highways;  George  Cook,  Engineer  Pumping  Station;  Lula  A.  Fletcher, 
Clerk. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  OFFICE. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  tar  concrete,  cement  concrete,  curb- 
ing, water  pipe,  etc.  Minimum  rates  and  excess  water  bills,  service  con- 
nections, repairs,  and  other  charges  of  the  various  departments  have  been 
billed  and  delivered  to  the  City  Collector,  and  detailed  accounts  of  expendi- 
tures of  all  the  departments  have  been  recorded. 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  in  the  Engineering  Department  has  been  hindered  to  some 
extent  by  the  changes  made  during  the  year.  Samuel  Dyer,  the  engineer 
since  the  Town  changed  to  the  City  form  of  government,  resigned  Febru- 
ary 15,  1917,  to  take  a position  with  J.  J.  VanValkenburg,  C.  E.,  Fram- 
ingham, Mass.;  Earl  W.  Kimball,  who  had  been  his  assistant,  was  promo- 
ted to  fill  the  position.  His  death  on  May  2,  again  left  the  office 
vacant.  Mr.  John  B.  Wright  was  then  engaged  to  fill  the  position,  and  he 
resigned  in  December  to  accept  an  appointment  as  Captain  in  the  Reserve 
Officers’  Engineering  Corps,  U.  S.  A.  The  position  has  not  as  yet  been 
filled. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The  usual  amount  of  shaping  the  outside  roads  with  the  road 
machines  was  done  this  year  in  order  to  preserve  the  proper  crown  in  the 
roads,  keep  the  gutters  and  water  ways  open,  and  dispose  of  the  worn  out 
road  materials.  In  this  way  we  are  enabled  to  prevent  many  washouts 
and  it  also  preserves  the  roads  and  puts  them  in  good  condition  for  the 
seasons  travel. 
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The  gutters  of  the  inside  streets  were  thoroughly  cleaned  in  the  spring 
and  fall.  Total  cost  of  this  work  $3,397.12. 

For  the  past  two  years  we  have  spent  the  most  of  our  time  and 
money  improving  the  main  arteries  of  travel  into  the  city  and  have 
these  in  fair  condition;  but  there  is  still  a good  deal  of  work  which 
should  be  done  on  them. 

This  year  we  endeavored  to  improve  the  secondary  and  residential 
streets,  although  some  work  was  done  on  the  main  streets,  believing 
that  all  streets  are  entitled  to  a fair  share  of  the  maintenance  appro- 
priation. Work  was  done  on  thirty-two  (32)  streets  at  a total  cost  of 
$13,305.08. 

BRIDGES. 

An  unusual  amount  of  work  had  to  be  done  this  year  on  bridges 
the  flooring  and  timbers  of  which  were  in  dangerous  condition.  Fourteen 
were  wholly  or  partially  rebuilt  at  a cost  of  $2,923.72. 

There  are  now  three  bridges,  Holden  Street  River  bridge,  Mechanics 
Street,  and  County  Street  Seven  Mile  River  bridge,  which  are  in  a danger- 
ous condition  and  will  soon  have  to  be  entirely  rebuilt. 


DRAINS. 


All  catch  basins  have  been  cleaned  twice  and  some  oftener,  as  needed. 
Thacher  Brook  and  Ten  Mile  River  have  also  been  cleaned. 

The  main  drains  have  given  us  a good  deal  of  trouble  this  year, 
especially  Dean  Street,  Emory  Street,  South  Main  Street,  and  Gardner 
Street.  Total  drain  expense,  $2,762.40. 


CROSSWALKS. 


Only  repair  work  has  been  done  on  crosswalks  this  year,  amount- 
ing to  $14.01. 


COMMON. 


The  usual  care  has  been  given  the  common  this  year,  one  man  being 
employed  during  the  season. 

SNOW. 

The  total  cost  of  snow  removal,  opening  gutters,  breaking  out  side- 
walks, and  sanding,  was  $3,080.69. 


MACHINERY  AND  TOOLS. 


Two  new  road  machines;  two  steel  tanks  for  the  watering  carts; 
one  street  sweeper;  eight  snow  plows;  two  industrial  cars  and  truck;  and 
the  usual  amount  of  small  tools,  brooms,  etc.,  have  been  purchased  this  year 
at  a total  cost  of  $3,683.83. 

STREET  CLEANING. 

Three  street  sweeping  patrols  have  been  maintained  this  year  in  the 
centre  of  the  city. 

PATROL  SYSTEM. 


Two  men  with  a single  team  and  kettle  have  been  employed  this 
year,  with  such  additional  assistance  as  was  needed  from  time  to  time, 
in  keeping  the  small  holes,  which  are  constantly  coming  in  our  oil 
roads  patched  up  in  order  that  we  may  keep  the  surface  as  even  as 
possible.  We  believe  that  this  method  is  essential  to  the  t preservation  of 
the  roads  and  gives  as  good  return  for  the  money  spent  as  anything 
we  do.  Total  expense,  $2,572.98. 
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SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING. 

Bids  were  received  this  year  for  both  cement  and  tar  concrete 
walks,  but  as  there  were  no  requests  from  abutters  to  have  this  work 
done,  all  that  was  charged  to  this  appropriation  was  the  work  done  at 
Capron  Park. 

OILING. 

This  work  has  not  been  done  as  satisfactorily  as  we  wished,  due 
to  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  the  oil  when  needed,  and  from  all  indications 
it  will  be  worse  in  1918. 

A total  of  33.1  miles  of  streets  have  been  oiled  this  year,  divided  as 
follows: 

Heavy  Asphalt 8.6  miles 

Light  “ 7.1  “ 

Tar  “ 8.4  “ 

Dustoline 9.0  “ 

Total 33.1  miles 

In  addition  13.2  miles  of  street  car  track  have  been  oiled. 

UNION  STREET  (SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION). 

The  preliminary  work  to  prepare  this  street  for  paving  has  been 
done  this  year. 

The  curbs  have  been  reset  in  their  new  location;  cement  gutter  con- 
structed; cement  walk  built;  and  the  old  drain  which  was  so  badly  decayed 
that  it  had  to  be  abandoned  was  replaced  with  a new  one  and  an  overflow 
connection  with  the  Mill  Street  drain  made;  new  catch  basins  constructed 
and  old  ones  rebuilt;  and  all  the  shop  drains  connected  with  the  new  drain. 

This  completes  the  preliminary  work  with  the  exception  of  mov- 
ing the  street  railway  track  to  a center  location  and  the  construc- 
tion of  catch  basins  in  the  center  of  the  track. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  second  time  the  receipts  of  the  department  for  the  year 
have  exceeded  the  expenses.  These  expenses  include  construction,  main- 
tenance, amount  paid  into  sinking  fund,  interest  charges,  and  serial 
bonds.  However,  this  is  only  temporary,  as  it  will  be  necessary  in  the 
immediate  future  to  expend  a considerable  sum  of  money  to  increase 
the  ground  water  supply  at  the  Pumping  Station.  Our  surface  water 
supply  is  sufficient  for  some  years  to  come,  but  we  are  fast  reaching 
the  daily  consumption  which  our  ground  water  supply  was  designed 
to  meet.  It  will  also  be  necessary,  in  the  near  future,  to  relay  some 
of  our  smaller  pipes  and  lay  new  main  line  in  order  that  the  domestic 
and  fire  supply  will  be  adequate  to  take  care  of  the  growth  of  the  city. 

PUMPING  STATION. 

The  Pumping  Station  pumps,  boilers,  and  grounds  are  in  good 
condition  and  only  minor  repairs  have  been  necessary  to  keep  the 
Station  and  equipment  in  a high  state  of  efficiency. 

Stand  Pipe 

The  repairs  on  the  stand  pipe,  which  were  completed  in  1915,  were 
evidently  well  executed,  as  there  are  no  evidence  of  any  leaks  up  to 
the  present  time. 
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RESERVOIR. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  for  making  any  repair  at  the  reservoir 
this  year. 

The  first  water  drawn  from  the  reservoir  this  year  was  on  July  22, 
and  finally  closed  October  12.  Between  these  dates  the  gates  were 
opened  or  closed  according  as  there  was  or  was  not  water  flowing  from 
the  Seven  Mile  River  onto  the  filter  beds.  Total  number  of  days  water 
was  drawn  from  reservoir,  37. 

A total  of  4,300,000  gallons  was  also  pumped  from  Orr’s  Pond 
onto  the  filter  beds. 

MAIN  LINE. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  table  that  both  6"  and  small 
pipe  have  been  laid  as  mains  this  year.  All  the  new  work  has  been 
6",  the  smaller  pipes  being  laid  in  streets  where  they  already  existed 
and  were  extended  to  other  mains  to  complete  circulation. 

SERVICES. 

Although  one  more  service  has  been  laid  this  year  than  last  they 
do  not  all  denote  new  buildings,  as  a large  number  of  them  were  laid 
into  houses  already  served  with  water  through  having  two  or  more 
houses  supplied  by  one  service  and  meter.  Some  of  these  have  now 
been  separated,  so  that  each  house  has  a separate  service  and  meter, 
and  this  has  proved  an  economical  investment  for  the  o.wner  of  the 
property  as  by  this  means  he  is  enabled  to  obtain  more  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  water  used  in  each  house  and  he  can  more  readily  detect 
leaks  and  have  them  repaired. 

HYDRANTS  AND  GATES. 

Special  attention,  and  an  unusual  amount  of  it,  has  been  given  to 
hydrants  and  gates.  Those  found  in  questionable  condition  have  been 
replaced  with  new;  additional  ones  have  been  installed;  and  all  have  been 
carefully  tested. 

In  general  the  Department  is  in  good  condition  so  far  as  service 
and  domestic  supply  is  concerned,  and  in  most  portions  of  the  city 
the  fire  service  is  adequate.  Another  trunk  line  from  the  station  and 
a few  larger  distributing  mains  would  give  nearly  the  entire  city  excel- 
lent fire  protection.  This  should  be  the  next  consideration  for  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  the  system. 

PUMPING  RECORDS. 

Totals  Per  Month. 


Hours 

Coal 

Gallons 

Month 

Pumping 

Consumed 

Pumped 

January 

299 

89,965 

30,754,432 

February 

292 

84,950 

29,887,165 

March 

302 

84,150 

30,632,028 

April 

297 

81,200 

31,259,078 

May 

314 

87,637 

33,827,614 

June 

311 

89,752 

32,677,401 

July 

354 

99,220 

37,210,526 

August 

364 

102,085 

36,589,197 

September 

329 

100,407 

33,137,351 

October 

319 

108,350 

34,797,405 

November 

298 

100,500 

31,414,597 

December 

337 

122,031 

34,311,069 

Totals 

3,816 

1,150,247 

396,497,863 
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PUMPING  RECORDS. 
DAILY  AVERAGES  PER  MONTH. 


Hours  Coal  Gallons 

Month  Pumping  Consumed  Pumped 

January 9-40  2,902  992,078 

February 10-25  3,033  1,067,398 

March 9-45  2,714  988,129 

April 9-50  2,706  1,041,069 

May 10-05  2,827  1,091,213 

June 10-20  2,991  1,089,246 

July 11-25  3,200  1,200,339 

August 11-45  3,293  1,180,296 

September 11  3,347  1,104,578 

October 10-20  3,495  1,122,497 

November 9-55  3,350  1,047,153 

December 10-55  '3,936  1,106,808 


Totals 10-20  3,149  1,085,975 


MAIN  PIPE  EXTENSIONS. 


Street 

Length 

Size 

Total 

Cost 

Cost 
Per  Foot 

North  Avenue 

153 

6" 

$246.81 

$1.61 

Lawn  and  Sibley  Sts 

461 

6" 

595.64 

1 .29 

Pearl  St.  Extension 

83 

6" 

138.74 

1 .67 

Mendon  Road  and  Leedham  St.  937 

6" 

1,092.75 

1.16 

Olive  St 

503 

6" 

632.78 

1.26 

Totals 

. . . 2,137 

$2,706.72 

$1.38 

Mendon  Road 

27 

1" 

10.24 

.38 

Jackson  St 

85 

1M" 

22.35 

.26 

Pond  and  Sibley  Sts 

190 

1 M" 

66  .55 

.35 

Oak  Hill  Ave 

46 

1M" 

25.80 

.56 

Franklin  St 

212 

W 

80.94 

.38 

Totals 

2,697 

$2,912.60 

Size  Number  Length 

SERVICES  LAID. 

Cost  Cost 

Main  Box 

Total 

Cost 

to  Box 

to  House 

Cost 

Per  Foot 

1"  ....  46  2,303 

$563.65 

$637.12 

$1,200.77 

$.521 

1%"....  4 300 

62.74 

94.96 

157.70 

.526 

M"  ...  . 2 20 

20.52 

20.52 

1.03 

4"  ....  1 59 

193.38 

193  .38 

3.277 

6"  ...  . 4 72 

419.82 

419.82 

5.83 

57  2,754  $626 .39 


Totals  . . 


$1,365.80 


$1,992.19 
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REPORT  OF  RAINFALL. 


YEAR  1917. 

Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Amount 


3 .22  inches 

1 .37 

< i 

4.89 

i i 

2.35 

i i 

4.64 

i i 

4.87 

i i 

.87 

i i 

5.68 

i i 

2.09 

i i 

6.29 

.62 

i i 

2.04 

l 4 

Total 


38  .93  inches 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  H,  1917. 

In  Form  Recommended  by  the  New  England  Water  Works  Association. 


Population  by  census  of  1915 18,480 

Date  of  construction  (by  Fire  District) 1873 

Date  taken  over  by  Town 1894 

Owned  by — City  of  Attleboro. 


Source  of  supply — Two  wells  near  Seven  Mile  River,  Orr’s  Pond,  Hoppin 
Hill  Reservoir. 

Mode  of  supply — Pumped  direct  overflow  to  Standpipe. 

PUMPING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Builders  of  pumping  machinery — Deane,  Barr  and  Snow. 

2.  Description  of  fuel  used — a.  Kind — soft.  b.  Brand  of  coal  used — 

New  River,  Penn.  Mine  Run.  c.  Average  price  of  coal  per  gross 


ton  delivered,  $7.25.  d.  Percentage  of  ash,  13.54.  e.  Wood 

price  per  cord — None  purchased. 

3.  Coal  consumed  for  the  year  in  pounds 1,150,247 

4.  (Pounds  of  wood  consumed)  divided  by  3 equals  equiv- 

alent amount  of  coal,  pounds 300 

5.  Total  equivalent  coal  consumed  for  the  year  equals  (3) 

plus  (4),  in  pounds 1,150,547 

6.  Total  pumpage  for  the  year  in  gallons,  no  allowance  for 

slippage 396,497,863 

7.  Average  static  head  against  which  pumps  work,  in  feet.  . . . 253 

8.  Average  dynamic  head  against  which  pumps  work,  in 

feet 268 

9.  Number  of  gallons  pumped  per  pound  of  equivalent 

coal  (5) 345 

10.  Duty  = gallons  pumped  (6)  X 8.34  fibs.)  X 100  X dynamic  head  (8)  _ 76,900,000 


Total  fuel  consumed  (5) 

11.  Cost  of  pumping,  figured  in  Pumping  Station  expenses, 

viz: $8,888.59 

12.  Per  million  gallons  pumped $22.42 

13.  Per  million  gallons  raised  one  foot  (dynamic) $0  ,084 
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FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  receipts  per  City  Auditor’s  statement $76,698.90 

Expenditures  per  City  Auditor’s  statement 

Maintenance  and  Construction $32,918  .45 


Paid  interest  on  bonds 22,175  .00 

Paid  serial  bonds 11,000  .00  $76,093.45 


Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures $605.45 

STATISTICS  OF  CONSUMPTION  OF  WATER. 

1.  Estimated  population,  1915  census 18,480 

2.  Estimated  population  on  lines  of  pipe 17,800 

3.  Estimated  population  supplied 17,800 

4.  Total  consumption  for  the  year  (gallons) 396,497,863 

5.  Passed  through  meters  (gallons) 205,860,000 

6.  Percentage  of  consumption  metered 52% 

7.  Average  daily  consumption  in  gallons 1,086,241 

8.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  inhabitant 58.6 

9.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  consumer 61.0 

10.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  tap 374 

11.  Cost  of  supplying  water,  per  million  gallons,  figured 

on  total  maintenance  (item  CC) $63.48 

12.  Total  cost  of  supplying  water,  per  million  gallons, 

figured  on  total  maintenance  plus  interest  on  bonds, 

Sinking  Fund,  and  bonds 172  .37 

STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM. 
MAINS. 

1.  Kind  of  pipe Wrought  and  Cast  iron 

2.  Sizes \}/2"  to  24" 

3.  Extended  during  year  (feet) 2,137 

4.  Number  of  hydrants  added 4 

5.  Number  of  hydrants  now  in  use 494 

6.  Range  of  pressure  on  mains  (pounds) 85  to  135 

SERVICES. 


cement-lined. 

8.  Sizes 1"  to  6" 

9 Number  of  services  added  during  year  ....  57 

10.  Number  now  in  use 3,022 

11.  Average  cost  of  service  for  the  year  per 

foot) $0.52 

12.  Number  of  meters  in  use 2,899 

13.  Percentage  of  services  metered 100% 
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SEWER  DEPARTMENT 


The  usual  care  and  attention  has  been  given  the  sewer  system 
this  year.  The  dead  ends  have  been  flushed  and  the  system  is  in  per- 
fect condition. 

The  Filter  Beds  were  cleaned  in  the  spring  and  fall,  and  kept  clean 
of  weeds  during  the  summer.  One  caretaker  is  employed  all  the  year, 
and  two  additional  men  during  the  summer  season. 

Sewer  Connections. 


Total  connections  to  Jan.  1,  1917.  . . .933  Buildings  served.  . . . 1,101 

Connections  added  during  1917 51  “ “ 59 

Total  connections  Jan.  1,  1918  984  “ “ ....  1160 


RIFLE  RANGE. 

With  the  construction  of  a range  house;  installation  of  telephones; 
erection  of  targets;  and  other  incidental  work,  the  Rifle  Range  was 
completed  so  that  Company  I had  the  use  of  it  before  they  were 
called  into  active  service. 


STREET  LIGHTING. 

It  was  our  intention  this  year  to  continue  the  work  started  last 
year  of  substituting  incandescent  lights  for  arc  lamps  in  certain  sections 
of  the  city.  By  doing  this,  we  can  install  five  60  C.  P.  lights  in  place 
of  one  arc  lamp,  at  no  additional  expense,  and  thus  improve  the  lighting 
of  our  streets.  We  were  prevented  in  doing  this  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Electric  Light  Company  could  not  get  the  necessary  wire  and  fixtures;  but 
hope  for  better  results  this  year. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  and  kinds  of  lights  in  use  January 


1,  1918: 

Kind 

Arc 

Number 
17 

. . Sunset  to  1:30  A.  M. 

Arc 

5 

. . 1:30  A.  M.  to  daylight. 

250  C.  P. 

Incandescent 

45 

. . Sunset  to  1:30  A.  M. 

100  C.  P. 

“ 

101 

. . Sunset  to  1:30  A.  M. 

60  C.  P. 

14 

859 

, . Sunset  to  1:30  A.  M. 

32  C.  P. 

20..... 

. . All  night  lights'  under  Railroad  arches. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT. 
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ROADS. 

Construction. 

Washington  Street,  at  State  Line $552  .00 

Resurfacing  and  Repairing. 

Bishop  Street $108  .60 

Clifton  Sreet 285.25 

County  Street 226. 76 

Cumberland  Ave 844.22 

Falmouth  Street 129.89 

Fourth  Street 474.96 

Franklin  Street 182.98 

Hebron  Ave 229.62 

Highland  Ave 85.67 

Holden  Street 3,409.98 

Mill  Street 74.66 

Newport  Ave 23  .00 

North  Ave 33  .66 

North  Main  Street 19.45 

Oak  Hill  Ave 110.50 

Park  Street  (near  center) 66.22 

Park  Street  (at  Polly wog  Park) 184.48 

Pleasant  Street 149.47 

Pond  Street 44.25 

Prospect  Street 143.68 

Railroad  Ave 100.30 

Richardson  Ave 60.55 

Robinson  Ave 771 .83 

South  Ave 81 .41 

South  Main  Street 1,263.06 

Thacher  Street 1,087.13 

Third  Street 591 .16 

Thurber  Ave 173  .37 

Turner  Street 41 .62 

All  others 1,025.87 

Stone  and  gravel 1,280.48 

$13,305.08 

BRIDGES. 

Repairing. 

Bank  Street $77  .31 

Brook  Street 34  .50 

Hebronville  Foot  Bridge 195.30 

Holden  Street  Railroad 199.57 

Knight  Ave. 204  .69 

Maple  Street 59.73 

Mechanics  Street 20.61 

Mendon  Road 208.80 

Olive  Street 1,018.93 

Reed  Street 213  .00 

Tiffany  Street 136.35 

Washington  Street 129.18 

Water  Street 393  .27 

Wilmarth  Street 32.48 


$2,923  .72 
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DRAINS. 


Cleaning  Catch  Basins $1,359  .72 

Cleaning  Ten  Mile  River 105.56 

Cleaning  Thacher  Brook 98.70 

Drains — Cleaning  and  repairing 1,198.42 


CROSSWALKS. 

Repair,  Academy,  Capron  and  Mill  Streets 

STREET  CLEANING. 


Inside  Street  Cleaning $235.96 

Outside  Street  Cleaning 2,141.14 

Street  Sweeping 1,710  .31 

Log  Drag 195  .39 

Leaves 246.26 

Gutters 1,788.06 


PATCHING. 

K.  P.,  etc 


SIDEWALKS. 


Repairing  Concrete  walks $714.62 

Gravel  and  ashes 1,858.36 


COMMON. 


Care  and  Maintenance 


CRUSHER. 


Maintenance  and  repair — Forest  St $539.26 

Setting  up,  etc.,  on  North  Ave 304  .75 


ROLLER. 


Maintenance  and  repair 


SNOW. 


Winter  and  Spring  1917 

Gutters $671 .81 

Removal 456.09 

Sanding 510.15 

Sidewalks 443.45 

Howorth  and  Lord 281 .45 

November  and  December 717.74 


MACHINERY,  TOOLS,  ETC. 


$2,762  .40 
$14.01 

$6,397.12 

$2,739.98 

$2,572.98 

$337.91 

$844.01 

$870.30 

$3080.69 


Machinery,  tools,  etc 


$3,683.83 
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AUTO. 

Truck — Maintenance  and  repair $671.33 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Setting  up  machinery,  cleaning  up  square  after  fire, 

Peck  Street  Retaining  Wall,  Clean-up  Day,  Police 
Standard,  etc $608  .55 


Insurance 

All  others 

Balance  Dust  Layer  and  Tar 


565.78 

564.06 

2,443.81 

— $4,182.20 


DUST  LAYER  AND  TAR  ACCOUNT. 


Charged  to  Dust  Charged  to  High- 
Layer  and  Tar  way  Maintenance  Totals 


Account 

Oil  and  Tar $7,423.28  $1,370.46  $8,793.74 

Labor  and  Teaming 2,044.32  817.67  2,861.99 

Sand 351.10  251.97  603.07 

Incidentals 181.30  3.71  185.01 


Totals $10,000.00  $2,443.81  $12,443.81 

UNION  STREET. 

Labor  and  Teaming $2,459.07 

Material  and  other  charges 4,224.67 

$6,683.74 

Appropriation $5,000.00 

1,700.00 

— — $6,700.00 

Expended 6,683.74 

$16.26 


Estimate  of  Receipts  1917 
Public  Works  Department 


Water  Department 

Supply  of  water $60,080.00 

Hydrant  Rental,  494 14,820.00 

Street  Sprinkling  and  Fountains 1,000.00 

Flushing  Sewers 100.00 

— $76,000.00 


Highway  Department 

General 


$500.00  $500.00 
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Recommendations  for  1918 

ADMINISTRATION. 


Superintendent’s  Salary 

Engineer’s  Salary 

Assistant  Engineer’s  Salary.  . 

Clerk’s  Salary 

Assistant  Clerk’s  Salary 

Engineering  Supplies 

Auto,  Insurance,  Repairs,  etc 

Office  Supplies 

Rent,  Light  and  Phone 


$3,000.00 

1,400.00 

936.00 
1,000.00 

624.00 

250.00 

300.00 

250.00 

800.00 

$8,560.00 


WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  material  and  scarcity  of  labor,  the  relaying 
of  the  old  pipes  and  new  extensions  are  not  recommended,  but  we  hope  to 
take  care  of  some  of  them  with  our  regular  appropriation. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT  MAINTENANCE. 


New  Meters $3,300  .00 

Services 2,000  .00 

Main  Extension 6.500  .00 

Shop  and  Barn 700  .00 

Pumping  Station 8,000.00 

Maintenance  Pay  Roll 6,500  .00 

Teams  and  Autos 1,500.00 

Insurance 850.00 

Tools  and  Equipment 350  .00 

Maintenance  Material 300  .00 

$30,000.00 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 

Filter  Beds  Maintenance. 

Repair  and  Care  of  Sewers 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

BRIDGES. 

We  have  now  three  bridges  which  need  our  serious  attention;  Mechan- 
ics Street,  County  Street  near  the  State  Line,  and  Holden  Street  River 
bridge. 

The  condition  of  the  material  and  labor  market  is  such  that  I cannot 
make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  work  that  would  hold  for  any 
length  of  time,  I will,  therefore,  make  the  estimates  when  these  matters 
are  taken  up. 


$1,800.00 

200.00 

$2,000.00 
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DRAINAGE. 


Gardner  Street  Drain. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary,  if  we  are  to  avoid  law  suits,  that  a new 
drain  be  constructed  on  Gardner  Street,  from  Thacher  Brook  westerly  to 
Pine  Street.  Estimated  cost,  $3,300. 

Emory  Street. 

The  present  drain  on  Emory  Street,  from  Brook  Street  easterly  to 
Forest  Street,  is  entirely  inadequate  to  take  care  of  this  drainage  area,  and 
I earnestly  recommend  that  a new  drain  be  laid.  Estimated  cost,  $3,500' 

Ten  Mile  River. 

The  Ten  Mile  River,  from  County  Street  southerly  to  near  East  Forth 
Street,  has  become  so  badly  filled  up  with  sewerage  and  factory  wastes 
that  it  is  a constant  source  of  complaint  by  the  abutting  owners,  and 
I earnestly  recommend  that  this  matter  be  given  early  attention.  An  esti- 
mate cannot  be  made  until  it  is  decided  how  far  to  go  in  the  matter. 

Thacher  Brook. 

Thacher  Brook,  from  Brook  Street  easterly  to  near  Forest  Street, 
is  also  a constant  source  of  complaint  as  to  its  filthy  and  unhealthy 
condition,  and  the  only  way  to  relieve  this  situation  is  to  construct  a 
covered  drain. 


GENERAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 


General  Street  Expenses $50,000.00 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 1,500.00 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar  (Material  and  Labor) 10,000  00 

Street  Lighting  (For  lights  now  installed) 19,440.00 

Signs,  Numbering,  and  Clock  Repairs 125.00 

— $81,065.00 


RIFLE  RANGE. 

Although  the  Range  is  completed,  there  should  be  an  appropria- 
tion made  to  cover  the  taxes  and  up-keep.  I,  therefore,  recommend 
$100  for  this  purpose. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  to  His  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  the  members  of  the  Municipal  Council,  and  other  City 
Officials,  for  courtesies  and  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  past  year. 
To  the  Employees  of  this  Department,  and  other  departments,  I also 
extend  my  thanks  for  their  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  J.  GOODALE, 


Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 
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Curbing  Betterment  Appor.  1917  3 .30 

Curbing  Betterment  Appor.  1916  3 .30 

Holman  Drain  Appor.  1917 39.15 

Holman  Drain  Appor.  1916 19.56 

Robert  St.  Sewer  Appor.  1917  ...  9 .81  527.63  Rifle  Range  Reserve  for  Taxes. . . 34 .75 


Excise  Tax  T.  & P.  St.  Ry  Co. 

1916  41.18  Sewer  Assessment  Revenue 12,366.73 

Excise  Tax  T.  & P.  St.  Ry.  Co. 

1917  286.08 
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Highway  Department  1917 247.81 

Highway  Department  1915-1916  50  .56 


180 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


oo  oo  to 
00  05  co 
co  to 


I - CO  to 
© CTs  Oi 


o <v  o 

32Q 


<M  00  tO 

^ rt«  CO 

O N N M 

oo  t'- 

CONO"^ 

to  (M  oo 

Oh^CD 

© b-  <M 

05©^ <03  tH 

© 

CO~  of  r-T 

CO  to  'cF 

« 

5 (fl  M tfl  'm 

o 4)  aj  <u 

® % o rt  ^ 

o ps  rt  r^i  ‘T 

< V V-  u u 

Vi  £5  .(j  "Jj  -m 

(a)  03  O O 

C3  £>  ^ £*  £> 


^ CO  to 

H t“H  r-H 

r.o® 


o o o 
o o o 


C3 
a> 

£ 3 

g< 

I -s 


u 


$179,320.86 


DEFERRED  ACCOUNTS 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


181 


00 

Tj< 

as 

o 

o o o 

ooo 

0 

00 

o 

CO 

ooo 

ooo 

0 

CO 

UO 

CO 

CO 

o o o 

ooo 

0 

CO 

o 

o 

03 

ooo 

ooo 

0 

»o 

00 

Tjl 

09- 

03 

o o o 
o'  i'l  00“ 

CO  CO  H 
oe-03  03 

0.10^ 
10  03"  o' 
00  03  10 
cohh 

as 

00 

€/9 

CQ 


e 00 

V OS 

sz: 


03 
OO 
D 1-t 


<u 


03 

OO 

OS 

g’S 

q.I 

c t! 

03  O 


CO 

£ g 
a a a a 

o<  o< 
es  X 


*2  ^ 

fl  n 

tr 

>-<  i 

0) 

S-a 

V £ 

« o 

•ox)  t! 


2 
^ ■ 
u 


9 o ° 
5 o o 

J3  -M  4-> 
u rt  rf 


<u  £Tc 

CO 

13 13 13 


8-° 


ti  o 


£0 

4>  _ 


£ g 

■§-§* 

£ 


fl-X2 


l 

< 


C O 

« c 


<u 


4) 


4) 

« O 

•exit; 

|a 

•£  Ch 

3< 

u 


03^03 

0°05 

HW(C 
^ I'  OO- 
1-H  l^.OS 

,-T' 00  on*- 

o<^2o 
i-H  as 
89- 


C aj 

|c§| 

1-4  o~ 

rt  o 

O nj  ^ 

O 

PQ 

.tfl  3 ^ 


",  X 


TRUST  FUNDS 


182 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


0 

10 

UO 

10 

O 

O 

UO 

05 

O 

0 

05 

I- 

O 

O 

05 

40 

<M 

0 

CM 

O 

O 

<M 

lo 

0 

10 

T-H 

<M 

O 

O' 

3< 

to 

CO 

0 

O 

r-H 

kO 

4D_ 

u>r 

UO 

TjT 

SO- 

CO 

so- 

3 ^-v 
Cl,  0) 
u £ 
3 O 
■r  o 
3 


o c 
c o 
r o 
A o 


5 Sr  p c c 


c 


3 3 


o , 

■r  UUhh 
flj  0)  3-^>— -3 

-M  5 "c  "c  cl  cl 

(/)  C/5  3 3 


T3T3 

c c 


3 


3 C „ _ 

O O 0)  D 


OO 

x>£>  a a c 3 
a;  a;  3 3 3 3 
QQUUQQ 


3 c 

jy  ^ 

<;  3 

in  in  fcu 

•-§-.§  3 

£ JpG 

d)  D 4) 


o 

03 

?D 

€«• 


<M  o 

00  o 

<M  lO 

so 

*©  lo 

C0  05 
€/=MM 


U(/3 


$133,137.82  $133,137.82 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


183 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 


Revenue  Appropriation  Accounts  January  1,  1917,  to  January  1,  1918. 


Appropria- 

Total 

Unexpended 

tions 

Charges 

Bal.  Dec.  31 

General  Government 

Municipal  Council 

$750.00 

$646.81 

$103.19 

Mayor 

2,125.00 

2,121.68 

3.32 

Auditor 

1,400.00 

1,389.70 

10.30 

Treasurer  and  Clerk 

5,275.00 

5,273.04 

1.96 

Collector 

2,925.00 

2,845.35 

79.65 

Assessors 

4,725.00 

4,587.63 

137.37 

Law 

850.00 

833.57 

16.43 

City  Messenger 

930.00 

929.04 

.96 

Elections 

1,979.52 

1,979.52 

City  Stenographer 

800.00 

798.69 

1.31 

City  Offices  (Furnishings) 

350.00 

347  .38 

2.62 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police 

16,707.29 

16,707.29 

War  Emergency 

1,500.00 

1,189.80 

310.20 

Fire 

47,425.00 

47,394.42 

30.58 

Inspection  of  Buildings 

700.00 

626.95 

73.05 

Inspection  of  Wires 

300.00 

297.82 

2.18 

Sealing  of  Weights  and  Measures 

650.00 

612.42 

37.58 

Forestry 

1,850.00 

1,830.85 

19.15 

Dog  Officer 

200.00 

199.86 

.14 

Rifle  Range 

1,200.00 

1,170.08 

29.92 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Health  Officer 

600.00 

600.00 

Health  Dept.  (Maintenance) 

7,456.64 

7,456.64 

Vital  Statistics 

275.00 

215.17 

59.83 

Public  Works  Department 

General  Administration 

8,000.00 

8,000.00 

Highway 

45,000.00 

44,937.56 

62.44 

Sewer 

2,800.00 

1,679.42 

1,120.58 

Water 

34,500.00 

32,918.45 

1,581.55 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing 

3,500.00 

431.41 

3,068.59 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

Street  Lighting 

19,500.00 

19,038.52 

461.48 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 

125.00. 

58 .74 

66.26 

Union  Street 

6,700.00 

6,683.74 

16.26 

Charity  Department 

Charities 

21,700.00 

21,429.73 

270.27 

City  Physician 

600.00 

600.00 

Soldiers’  Benefits 

General  Administration 

161 .11 

161.11 

State  Aid 

2,500.00 

2,148.00 

352.00 

Soldiers’  Burials 

100.00 

50.00 

50.00 

Soldiers’  Relief 

2,569.05 

2,569.05 

Special  Soldiers’  Relief,  1917 

1,000.00 

145.79 

854.21 
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Education  and  Libraries 

Schools 

Vocational  Schools 

Libraries 

Recreation  and  Unclassified 

Capron  Park 

July  4th 

Memorial  Day,  G.  A.  R 

Memorial  Day,  S.  W.  V 

G.  A..R.,  Rent 

S.  W.  V.,  Rent 

Printing  City  Documents 

Attleboro  Planning  Board 

Gardening,  1917. . 

Bureau  Municipal  Information.  . . 
Reven  ue  Reserve 

Interest 

Anticipation  Revenue  Loans 

General  Loans 

Sewer  Loans 

Water  Loans 

Grade  Crossings 

Municipal  Indebtedness 

General  Loans 

Water  Loans 

Sewer  Loans 

Rifle  Range 

Grade  Crossings 

Sinking  Funds 

Requirements,  1917 


Appropria- 

Total 

Unexpended 

tion 

Charges 

Bal.  Dec.  31 

120,700.00 

120,682.82 

17.18 

500.00 

488.61 

11 .39 

7,850  .00 

7,704.15 

145.85 

4,300.00 

4,276.01 

23.99 

800.00 

741 .24 

58.76 

300  .00 

300.00 

50.00 

50.00 

348.00 

348.00 

300.00 

300.00 

1,000.00 

807.45 

192.55 

100.00 

84.87 

15.13 

300.00 

265.00 

35.00 

100.00 

100.00 

1,000.00 

950.20 

49.80 

7,620.03 

7,620.03 

8,062.00 

8,062.00 

15,840.00 

15,840.00 

22,175.00 

22,175.00 

105  00 

105.00 

22,800.00 

22,800.00 

11,000.00 

11,000.00 

18,000.00 

18,000.00 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

10,200.00 

10,200.00 

$517,178.64  $507,805.61  $9,373.03 
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